CSEN5022  THE WELSH WRITING WALES 
SPECIFIC STORIES: To Babel and Back
Why Babel? 
· Language and history 
· Resources and struggle – the story of history under the supermarket
· Circles round Iraq 
· Ferocious hearts – the tortilla parcels that are fragrant but hot hot hot
· Wales and the world
· after such knowledge what forgiveness?
· Kinds of readings of all these fragments

Yellow Dust 
· disappearance of nations 
· Uranium poisoning - Navajo miner 3rd world inside US p.10
· Wappo nation and their fertile location, rich resources as misfortune– wiped out … links to GI and first gulf war (DU) pp.12-13

Thief of Baghdad 
· Mohammed and the Iran /Iraq war p. 14 the children sacrificed – laughter and horror (but the end of the section with the children’s hands like bats? P.21)
· Loss of past – stories – myths of Babylon
· The sculptor Mohammed Ghani p.17 Iraq and Motherland
· The pictures on the carpet that he can’t take and the actual journey – climbing down not up p.18
· Black sunflowers and the dark heart of totalitarianism – Saddam
· their technology is corrupt, malfunctioning - ours is perfect
· Below our news – below our technology:  Amiriya with the hands like bats (pp.20-21)

Gad Bless America 
· storytelling – hat and artist p.29
MULIPLICITY AND IMAGINATION
· cutting about Bill Bryson – marketed – ‘That’s where the people [with money] are’ p.31
· a reductionist – instinctive antipathy to all things imaginational
· kerouac as admitting ‘the ritualistic possibilities of the US. It paid homage. It Praised. It did not rduce but suggested that here was a world where the imagination could flourish. p.32
· the possibilities of Bryson’s US are stillborn. He apologises. He ironises with exhausting self-awarenes… at least Kerouac had soul, even if that soul has shat its pants, is tormented, damned.Bill Bryson could never contem[plate damnation. Damnation has no place in his lost continent. How might damnation exist in New Wolrd Lite? There can be no salvation in Brysonville. p.33

Learning to swim 
· in what medium?
· Fish and languages p.113 
· but ‘you can drown in the shallows’ 113

The angel 
· of history of memory 
· the beggar and english language
· Dante and limbo in bridgend 118 neutral souls 

Daughters of uranium 
· p.125
· ‘There’s wildness around us everywhere we go’ p.127

In the fever ward 
· Sainsbury’s built on top of the fever hospital 
· links of death and history
· man starving in chill cabinet
· [bookmark: _GoBack]history not supermarket p.137
