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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

I am employed within a childcare team therefore my focus in this task is safeguarding adults at risk of significant harm in an adult social care setting.

The Human Rights Act, 1998 (Human Rights Act, 1998) (HRA, 1998), sets out the fundamental rights that every individual in the UK is entitled to. These rights underpin all social work and safeguarding practice.

The primary legislation which sets out the local authority’s duty to investigate an adult at risk is Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act, 2014 (Welsh Government, 2014) (SSWB(W)A, 2014). The procedure in the Local Authority in which I work is for the adult safeguarding team, upon receipt of the referral, to open an enquiry under s.126 of the SSWB(W)A, 2014 and to take the lead in coordinating the investigation. An adult at risk is described under S.126 of the Act as some who is ‘experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect’, ‘has needs for care and support’, ‘and, as a result of needs is unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect’. 

S.128 of the act sets out the duty of the local authority and of relevant partner agencies to report an adult at risk of harm. If there is concern about a potential safeguarding risk, consent must be gained from the individual before making a referral to the local authority. If an individual declines to give their consent, an important part of adult safeguarding is to consider mental capacity. However, an adult should be assumed to have capacity even if it is thought that they are making unwise decisions. There is an emphasis in adult social care to work in collaboration with individuals, who are ‘experts by experience’. Where there is a question around an adult’s mental capacity, a capacity assessment should be undertaken under the Mental Capacity Act, 2005 (GOV.UK, 2005) (MCA, 2005). Where a person lacks capacity, a Best Interest assessors can make a Best Interest decision under Part 1 of the MCA, 2005. 

The implementation of the SSWB(W)A, 2014 is also supported by the Working together to safeguard people: Code of Safeguarding Practice (Welsh Government, 2022) guidance, which sets out the expectations of individuals to take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of adults at risk.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (safeguarding.wales, n.d.) were developed by five regional safeguarding boards across Wales, to provide an approach which was consistent across all of the regions. National guidance on how to apply the SSWB(W)A, 2014 is set out in these Procedures.

A Regional Safeguarding Board, established under Part 7 of the SSWB(W)A,2014, takes a multi-agency approach to safeguarding by bringing together relevant partner agencies to coordinate safeguarding arrangements with a focus on making improvements. Coordination of safeguarding approaches improves outcomes of individuals by the monitoring and development of policies and procedures. Adult Practice reviews are an opportunity for agencies to learn from serious incidents to lessen the risk of reoccurrence, through the development of policies, procedures and training.

S. 17 of the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act, 2015 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015), sets out the Local Authority’s duty to follow statutory guidance to safeguard women and girls.

The UK’s data protection legislation; the General Data Protection Regulations and the Data Protection Act, 2018 (UK Government, 2025), sets of the rights of individuals around how their personal information is used and stored.

Word count: 561







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Part 7 of the SSWB(W)A, 2014 brings together legislation to safeguard children and adults, including the duty to report adults or children at risk. The fundamental difference in safeguarding adults and children is that of consent. Under the Act, adults are assumed to be able to make decisions, however children are assumed to not have the capacity to make decisions.

Children rely solely on the adults around them to make decisions on their behalf. However, children can be deemed to have sufficient maturity and understanding to make a decision related to medical consent under Gillick competency (NSPCC, 2022), and around contraception and sexual health under Fraser guidelines (NSPCC, 2022).

Adult social care has an emphasis on co-production and empowerment using a person-centred approach, however protecting children from harm requires working with the parent, as opposed to the child, to ensure that the wellbeing of the child is a priority. A child’s wishes and feelings are sought, however, the adults around them can override these wishes to ensure the safety of the child.

Under the SSWB(W)A, 2014 adults are presumed to have capacity to make decisions, and any interventions offered to an adult in need or care and support, with the exception someone who is deemed to lack capacity, must be done so with their consent. Working to protect children from risk of harm requires those who care for the child to consent to support and to engage in interventions to enable them to meet the child’s needs. A Local Authority has a duty to intervene where there is a risk of harm or if the child is suffering harm and can remove a child from their family if the risk is significant. A child has the same rights as an adult to a private and family life, under the HRA, 1998, however their safeguarding needs override this right.

In children’s services the allocated social worker will undertake a safeguarding enquiry under s.47 of the Children Act, 1989, however, in adults social services the safeguarding team will coordinate the enquiry under s.126 SSWB(W)A, 2014.

The MCA, 2005 is relevant to individuals aged 16 and over, however, under 18’s are still considered to be children; therefore, this is an area in which establishment of the capacity of the individual is required.

Children are expected to engage in education, be monitored under health developmental checks and are therefore more visible in society. This allows their wellbeing to be monitored by more agencies, with a greater likelihood of any safeguarding concerns being reported. Older adults can live in isolation with a less rigorous support network in place.
 
Word count: 433
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