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How important was the concept of economic reward in motivating people to go on crusade?

This essay will focus on the first three crusades as they had the clearest motives and therefore will be able to know how important or how not important the concept of economic reward in motivating people to go on crusade. My argument is whilst the concept of economic reward was important as well as the concept of glory, religion seems to be a more important concept in motivating people to go on crusade. 
               To understand how important the concept of economic reward in motivating people was to go on crusade we must understand why the crusade was called in the first place. When pope urban planned the crusade, he was in part reacting to appeals for military help from the byzantine empire, which was on the defensive against Turkish forces. [footnoteRef:1] The eastern church had split from the western church in the great schism of 1054 [footnoteRef:2]and so when emperor Alexis’s had written and asked for help pope urban II had hoped that by helping the Latin church he could unite them under one faith. Therefore, suggesting a religious motive as well as a slightly political one. Another reason of why the first was called that suggests a more religious motivator rather than an economic one was the battle of Manzikurt in 1071. The Seljuk victory at Manzikert showed the decisive defeat of a Byzantine field army and capture of the Eastern Roman emperor sent shockwaves across the Christian and Islamic worlds. The defeat of the byzantine army forced the Byzantine emperor Alexius I to ask for military assistance from Pope Urban II. Therefore, the battle of Manzikert is often portrayed as the beginning of a series of events that eventually led to the origin of the First Crusade [footnoteRef:3] . Consequently, Economic reward in regards to the first crusade was not a great concept in motivating people as religious motivations were much more effective. Pope urban’s speech at Clermont was an indicator of how religion could be used to motivate a ‘holy war’. The response of peter the hermit and the members of the people’s crusade showed how effective religious motivations were in the 11th century. As it was mostly made up of peasants it enforces the idea of religion as a motivator as pilgrimages were very popular and gave the ordinary people a change to travel. Furthermore, they wouldn’t have been interested in going to the holy land for land and wealth as they were made up of very pious people who didn’t really have the ambition to try and increase their status. However, the idea that economic reward was very important in motivating people to go on crusade is disproved by religious piety being more important as they were ordered to wear an emblem in the shape of a cross. Under this sign they became soldiers of Christ.[footnoteRef:4] By taking the cross it showed the crusaders as motivated by religion and not of any economic gain. There were very few who would have been interested in economic reward in the first crusade and those would have been the ‘knights’ of high society. For example, Baldwin who set up the county of Edessa and later became the king of Jerusalem in 1100 following the death of his brother Godefrey of Bouillon. [footnoteRef:5] As the youngest son of a count, Baldwin would have been interested in economic gain as he wouldn’t a received much in lower Lorraine where he lived. For Baldwin the first crusade was an opportunity for him to prosper but this wouldn’t have been the case for the ordinary people of the crusades and for them religion was a far more important motivator than economic gain for going on a crusade.   [1:  Marcus Bull, Knightly Piety and the Lay Response to the First Crusade, (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1993) P.17.]  [2:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Schism of 1054 Christianity, 22/08/2017, [https://www.britannica.com/event/Schism-of-1054]08/03/2018.]  [3:  Brian Todd Carey, Battle of Manzikurt, 26/07/2017, [http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199791279/obo-9780199791279-0063.xml] 09/03/2018.]  [4:  Michael Foss, People of the First Crusade, (Michael 0’Mara Books Limited, London, 1997) P.43.]  [5:  Peter Lock, the Routledge companion to the Crusades, (Routledge, Oxon, 2006) P.229.] 

                       The second crusade launched in 1145 was called in response to the fall of Edessa in 1144. Therefore, suggesting that Religion, although the most important motivator in the first crusade was not so important in the second crusade as they were not intending to go for a religious reason but to rather take back what the crusaders saw as theirs. Whilst religion was still seen as an important motivator as the second crusade was issued through a speech called the quantum praedecessores, a papal bull issued by Pope Eugenius. This included the phrase “we ask and command, and, for the remission of sins enjoin: that those who are of God, and, above all, the greater men and the nobles do manfully gird themselves; and that you strive so to oppose the multitude of the infidels, who rejoice at the time in a victory gained over us, and so to defend the oriental church”. This phrase of the papal bull shows how the church intended to use religion as a concept to motivate people in going on a crusade by implying that if they didn’t fight to defend their faith they had no faith. The reason why religion is a less important motivator to some historians for the second crusade was that this papal bull was not as effective as pope urbans’ speech at Clermont for the first crusade. In fact, the papal bull was so ineffective Bernard of Clairvaux was used to preach the crusade. This is why religious motivation was more important than economic motivation as even though the first attempt to start a mass movement failed the second was still much successful then the concept of an economic reward in motivating people. Furthermore, the lack of a religious motivator was shown by the reluctance of king Louis VII to lead the second crusade in response to hearing this papal bull. However, Bernard of Clairvaux preaching’s persuaded king louis to go on crusade with the concept of remission of sins as a reward in going on a crusade. This showed how influential that Bernard of Clairvaux was in using remission of sins as a concept of religious reward in motivating people and leaders to go on crusade. The need for a remission on sins was especially important for King louis as he had massacred 1,300 inhabitants by burning them alive in the church in a place called Vitry in champagne. [footnoteRef:6]A result the option to go on and lead a crusade was crucial by the motivation of a religious reward rather than an economic one. Therefore, the idea of penance as a reward for going on a crusade was an important motivator and this idea also motivated many ordinary people, mostly knights in going on a crusade. Furthermore, another concept that seemed to be an even more important motivator in going on a crusade was the idea of glory. The idea that the next wave of crusaders was trying to recreate the success of the first crusade as stories of the heroic deeds of the crusaders would have been passed down and these crusaders would have the chivalric ideology that knights would try to emulate. To further support the idea of trying to recreate the success of the first crusade was that the goal was to try and reclaim a holy city. Although Edessa was not as important as Jerusalem it still had religious significance as this was a city where Christianity become it’s official religion and was part of the crusader states. In fact, the French king louis speech seems to be a military proposal, only with no reference to indulgences or privileges.  [footnoteRef:7] Therefore, a religious reward seemed a much important concept in motivating people to go on the second crusade then the concept of an economic reward or the reward of glory. [6:  Ivan Sache, Vitry-le-François (municipality, Marne, France)13/11/2010, [https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/fr-51-vf.html] 12/03/2018]  [7:  Peter lock, the Routledge companion to the Crusades, (Routledge, Oxon, 2006) P.148.] 

                    For the third crusade religion was still a more important motivator then the concept of economic reward in motivating people to go on crusade. Glory would be a close second but mostly for the leaders of the crusades and economic reward doesn’t seem to be a big motivator but rather an additional bonus if the crusaders managed to gain economic reward. The third crusade was called as a response to the fall of Jerusalem and the collapse of the crusader states. Under Pope Gregory VIII a letter named the Audita Tremendi was sent out and explained the disaster as a punishment for the sins not only of the Latin settlers but also of all Christians, whom it summoned to acts of penance.[footnoteRef:8] This shows that the concept of economic reward was not that important in motivating people as this papal bull is calling for acts of penance and not traveling to the land of milk and honey. Innocent III derives the motivation to act from the theology of redemption in which Christ’s action of sacrificing himself to release man from the captivity of sins upon man the obligation to repay him in kind by freeing him from the infidel and restoring his inheritance.[footnoteRef:9] This is also taking about by going on crusade he will receive remission from sins and spiritual glory instead of materialistic wealth and land. Furthermore, religion being the most important motivator is shown not just for the ordinary members of the crusaders but also the nobility as on 27 March 1188, Fredrick Barbarossa summoned a special court, a curia Jesu Christi, at which he and many German nobles took the cross.[footnoteRef:10] This proved that religion was still an Important motivator especially with those leading the crusade. Although for the other leaders of the third crusade, king Richard and king Philip the most important motivator seemed to be glory as they already had economic gain being kings of England and France respectively but also religion also was important as king Richard also took the cross.  [8:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, the Crusades a Short History, (the Athlone press, London, 1990) P.109]  [9:  Penny J. Cole, the Preaching of the Crusaders to the Holy Land, 1095-1270, (the Medieval Academy of America Cambridge, Massachusetts 1991) P.81.]  [10:  Peter lock, the Routledge companion to the Crusades, (Routledge, Oxon, 2006) P.152.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]                     In conclusion whilst economic gain was an important motivator religion seemed to have been a more important motivator for people to go on crusade. Economic gain was only really seen to be a motivator for the knightly class and not really a motivator for the ordinary person going on crusade. Glory an additional factor mostly seen in the second and third crusade was a secondary factor in motivating people and that a religious reward mostly remission of sins was the main motivator. Therefore, for the first three crusades religion was the most important motivator for going on a crusade and that the concept of economic reward was a less important motivator for people to go on crusade. 
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