Chapter 3 Methodology
3. Introduction
The aim of this dissertation is to explore Police effectiveness on mitigating the potential impact of adverse childhood experiences on children who have witnessed domestic abuse. This chapter will provide an insight into the research methods that have been undertaken for this dissertation. Discussion will take place surrounding the ethical assurance as well as outlining the justification for using the methods employed to conduct the research for this dissertation. There are three main objectives of this research. The first objective is to explore the effectiveness of policies in place to reduce the impact of experiencing Adverse Childhood Experiences on children who have witnessed domestic abuse. The second objective is to explore the current policies in place that aim to mitigate the impact on child witnesses to domestic abuse. The final objective of this research is to analyse whether the current policies are fit for purpose in today’s society. Current research surrounding police effectiveness on mitigating the potential impact of adverse childhood experiences on children who have witnessed domestic abuse is limited. Although there is some research surrounding domestic abuse, child adverse experiences and multi-agency working, there is insufficient research surrounding police effectiveness when managing the risk of adverse experiences posed to children who are exposed to domestic abuse. In order to gain new evidence or to inform any current learning, it is necessary to conduct research to compile primary data for this topic.

3.1 Research Strategy 
Research is defined as, “the creation of knew knowledge and/or the use of existing knowledge in a new and creative way so as to generate new concepts, methodologies and understanding.” (Western Sydney University, 2023). There appears to be little to no current research on the effectiveness of police in mitigating adverse childhood experiences of children who witness domestic abuse, suggesting that a new study may be required. The use of mixed method methodology research is praised by (Pfeiffer Library Tiffin University, 2022) as it enables the implementation of “the strength of both qualitative and quantitative research methods”. As there is very limited information surrounding this current study, it is imperative for primary research to be embedded within this dissertation topic. The collection of both qualitative and quantitative data will likely provide more rounded research into police effectiveness than using one of these methods alone. Primary research is defined by (University of Southampton, 2024) as, “gathering data that has not been collected before. Methods to collect it can include interviews, surveys, observations, or any type of research that you can go out and collect yourself”. Collecting primary data for this research will mean that the study will be designed to meet the objectives of this dissertation and will ensure that this reflects accurate results. The Survey research method will be used to collect data for this dissertation as it allows the mixed method approach to be adapted so that both qualitative and quantitative data can be obtained. Findings indicate that “it was possible to interpret the quantitative data with more insight and to test hypothesis raised by qualitative findings” (Wenger, C, G). Suggesting that the survey research method will allow a detailed and precise response to be obtained by participating officers. Critics highlight that “interviews are time consuming, as the researcher needs to go through a long process, starting from establishing access to making contact with participants, conducting the interview followed by transcribing the data and making use of it” (Alsaawi, A), whereas the survey approach is likely to be less time consuming in comparison. Sampling for this study will take place within the organisation, amongst police officers. The survey can be disseminated out via email and on the workplaces shared information hub page. This sampling approach has been selected so that the research can be directed towards the target audience, which is police officers, particularly those who respond to domestic incidents and engage primarily with child witnesses of domestic abuse such as response officers and public protection unit officers to ensure that the data collected is both accurate and reliable. 

3.2 Data Collection
Some studies praise the use of survey research as this “produces data based on real-world observations (Kelly, K. Clark, B. Brown, V. Sitzia, J). However, it is also criticised that the “data that are produced are likely to lack details or depth on the topic being investigated” (Kelly, K. Clark, B. Brown, V. Sitzia, J). The survey disseminated to conduct this research includes both multiple choice questions and comment sections. In order to prevent any relevant information being excluded from the survey response, comment sections were utilised within the questionnaire to allow participants to expand on their answer or to provide a reasoning for the answer provided where elaboration may be necessary. Although survey data is criticised for lacking depth, consideration has been given to the fact that data collection “relies heavily on the honesty of respondents” (Rogers, F. Richarme, M). Suggesting that respondents may be more likely to provide their honest opinion when completing an anonymous survey online than they are in a face-to-face interview. As this survey is being conducted internally, the survey method may assist in obtaining truthful responses from participants ensuring that the data collected for this survey will be honestly reflected in the results. The information collected for this survey will be via an online form (Survey Monkey) and the quantitative data will be portrayed in graphs allowing the data to be reviewed and analysed clearly. All qualitative data obtained from the research will be collected and discussed within the research results, where any themes that have been identified from the responses will be evaluated. 

3.4 Limitations and Potential Problems
It is obligatory for Ethical Practice to be adhered to when conducting research as this is about “trust and integrity and doing the right thing even when no one is watching” (IOSH). It is currently outlined that when conducting ethical research, the researcher should “obtain informed consent from potential research participants, minimise the risk of harm to participants, protect their anonymity and confidentiality, avoid using deceptive practices, and give participants the right to withdraw” (aerd dissertation, 2012). To mitigate any ethical issues in this study, participants will be informed prior to the commencement of the survey that in completing the questionnaire they are providing their informed consent to take part in this study. Participants will also be informed that they have the right to withdraw from the study at any time and my contact information provided so that this can be requested following completion of the survey. At the commencement of any new study, “ethical approval must be obtained before any research involving human participants, identifiable personal data and/or animals is undertaken” (City University of London). Ethical approval has been sought via the submission of an ethical approval form which has been authorised by the ethics committee prior to the research being conducted for this dissertation. 
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