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The English Legal System is based upon common law principles. Explain what this means.

Introduction
British law is a comprehensive system that has developed over many decades, both common law and civil law are its essential components. Civil law is based on a collection of codified rules and regulations, whereas common law is based on court judgements and precedent. These two legal systems, which are quite different from one another, have coexisted and interacted in the UK for a long time. The purpose of this article is to investigate the history of the interaction between common law and civil law in the UK and to analyse how these two legal systems have coordinated to create an efficient and thorough method of delivering justice. The article will examine whether or not common law serves as the basis for the English legal system, discussing its origins and history along the way.
What is Common law
The body of law known as “common law” in the UK is the result of centuries of judicial decisions. Together with statutes and EU law, it is one of the UK's three primary legal precedents (before Brexit) (Rühl, 2018). The principle of stare decisis underpins the common law system in the United Kingdom, requiring lower courts to adhere to the rulings of higher courts in the same territory. This idea permits the common law system to develop and adapt throughout time while maintaining stability and predictability in the law.
Contract law, tort law, property law, and criminal law are only a few of the many disciplines of law encompassed by UK common law (Rühl, 2018). Because of the fluid nature of the system, new rules of law can be formulated as a result of judicial rulings. UK common law is able to adapt to shifting social, economic, and technical contexts because of its pliability. The ability of UK common law to fill up legal loopholes and tackle novel legal problems is a major asset of that system. For instance, the case of “Donoghue v. Stevenson” contributed to the growth of the law of negligence by establishing a new legal principle: the duty of care owed by producers to customers for the safety of their products (Rühl, 2018). It has been applied to many other instances and has wide-ranging ramifications for product liability law.
History of Common Law
Common law in the UK has its roots in mediaeval England, when the King's courts started creating a legal system based on judicial precedent rather than royal decree. Before this, there was no consistent body of law in England; instead, it was a hodgepodge of various regional practises. In the 12th century, during King Henry II's reign, common law really got rolling. Henry established a national court system by appointing judges to travel around the land to hear cases and provide legal consistency (Baker, 2019). New legal concepts may be established by the judges based on the specifics of the cases they heard, and their rulings would be binding on subordinate courts. As judges developed precedents in areas like property law, contract law, and tort law, the scope and complexity of the common law system grew. Lawyers were able to study and codify the law more systematically thanks to advances in legal education, which supported the spread of the common law system (Baker, 2019).
Equity, a branch of law formed in the 16th and 17th centuries to fill up gaps in the common law, became an integral part of the legal system. The “Court of Chancery” was responsible for enforcing equity, and it could issue injunctions and demand particular performance. The common law system matured further throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as new legal concepts were created by rulings of the courts. Family law, labour law, and intellectual property law were all created during this time period. The common law tradition continues to play an important role in modern British law (Baker, 2019). The UK legal system depends on a number of different sources of law, including EU legislation, international law, and statutes passed by the devolved governments in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, in addition to the common law, which continues to grow via the judgements of the courts.
Vital Case law that Shaped UK Common law
The following section considers the most influential case law that helped shape the UK common law as it exists in modern times;
1. Donoghue v Stevenson (1932): 
According to this ruling, carelessness is now recognised as a legal theory in the UK. Mrs. Donoghue was in a café when she sipped a bottle of ginger beer and discovered a dead snail at the bottom of the container. She went into shock and became sick with the stomach flu as a result. The House of Lords ruled that the ginger beer producer broke a duty of care given to the product's final customer.
2. R v Dudley and Stephens (1884): 
This case firmly established the rule that self-defence is never an excuse for murder. After Dudley and Stephens' ship went down, the only way they lived for several days was by drinking a cabin boy's blood. They were accused of murder and found guilty despite their defence of their actions as being justified by necessity.
3. Carlill v Carbolic Smoke Ball Co: 
The precedent set by this case allowed unilateral contracts to be enforced in the UK. Advertisements for a product made by the Carbolic Smoke Ball Co. claimed that it might protect consumers from the flu. If someone used the product as advised and still got the flu, they would pay £100 to that individual. The award was claimed by Mrs. Carlill, who fell ill with the flu. The court decided that the ad was a legally enforceable offer, and that Mrs. Carlill had accepted the offer by purchasing and utilising the goods as recommended.
4. Hadley v Baxendale (1854): 
Foreseeability is a legal notion that was first defined in this case. Mr. Hadley was obligated to provide a damaged crankshaft to the manufacturer. Because of the defendant, Baxendale's, inability to timely deliver the crankshaft, Mr. Hadley was forced to forego potential earnings. Based on the evidence presented, the court determined that Baxendale's liability was limited to the losses that were reasonably foreseeable when the contract was drawn up.
5. Pepper v Hart (1993): 
This ruling established the idea that parliamentary discussion remarks made by ministers can be utilised to help interpret statutes. The “Finance Act of 1976” was at issue in this case, and the House of Lords ruled that the Chancellor of the Exchequer's words made during the parliamentary discussions on the legislation may be used to interpret the provision.
Common law working in Practice
To begin, the common law system is versatile and can easily be adjusted to new situations. As common law is established by precedent rather than statute, it has the flexibility to adapt to new circumstances as they arise. Juries have the discretion to apply pre-existing legal principles in novel ways or to formulate whole new principles to deal with emerging legal issues. For another, the common law system permits judges to use their own judgement (Baker, 2019). Each case requires a unique interpretation and application of the law, and judges have the authority to do so based on their unique knowledge of the facts and circumstances at hand. A more sophisticated approach to legal conflicts is made possible, which can aid in seeing that justice is done in certain instances.
As a third advantage, the common law system is very stable and easy to understand. There is some uniformity in the application of the law throughout the country since the rulings of higher courts are binding on subordinate courts (Baker, 2019). To put it another way, this can assist give people and companies more confidence in their legal judgements. And lastly, the common law system permits the evolution of legal concepts that mirror societal norms and values. Due to the precedent-based nature of common law, the courts are able to take into consideration shifting social and cultural norms. This can aid in keeping the legislation up-to-date and representative of current social norms.
What is Civil Law
UK “civil law” is based on legislation and precedents. Civil law, unlike common law, is based on legislative legislation and ordinances rather than judicial rulings. UK "civil law" includes contract law, property law, family law, employment law, and more. Statutes and regulations codify the law, establishing norms and standards for legal conflict settlement. UK common law and civil law are interwoven despite their distinctions (Schauer, 2022). British law is a mix of common and civil law. Notwithstanding its defined principles and rules for legal conflicts, UK courts nonetheless retain discretion in interpreting and enforcing civil law. This means that British civil law is not established and that judges have considerable discretion. Like executive branch rules and regulations, common law legislation can affect court rulings (Schauer, 2022). This suggests that the UK's common law system is similar to civil law. UK civil law and common law influence each other. Despite their historical and philosophical differences, the two legal systems complement one other to create a powerful and fair UK judicial system.
The “UK's Sale of Goods Act 1979” regulates UK product sales. This rule requires sellers to disclose product details and warranties to buyers. Laws govern product delivery, payment, and contract violations (Schauer, 2022). The UK's civil law “Sale of Goods Act” connects with common law contract law. According to courts' common law contract interpretation standards, the “Sale of Goods Act” requirements may be enforced differently in various cases (Schauer, 2022). UK common law-civil law relations are complex. The two systems operate together to resolve disputes and enforce rights in many legal areas, including contract law.
Conclusion
The English legal system has a long and illustrious history, making it one of the most influential in the world. Common law, which has been the basis of British law for hundreds of years, is at the centre of this system. Judicial precedent is important to the common law system, which implies that prior court rulings are utilised as a basis for future rulings. As a result of this set-up, the law has been given a great degree of leeway to change and adapt to new situations as time has gone on. While the UK's civil law system is certainly significant, it is the common law that has served as the bedrock of English law and contributed to forging its unique identity. Notwithstanding the difficulties and complexity, the hybrid legal system in the UK is an essential part of the country's legal and constitutional structure and will continue to play a pivotal role in the delivery of justice for many years to come.
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