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ASSESSMENT 

4	1000 exercise locating printed primary sources (20%)

Rebecca Riots

The topic that I have chosen to research upon is that of the ‘Rebecca Riots’. It was during a time in history, where the common people held no confidence in the justice system. The Rebecca Riots was a rebellious movement which took place during the 1830s and 1840s. It was a movement which was compiled of mainly farmers, peasants and labour workers who were angry at the injustice of the economic increase of rents, tollgates and church tithes. They would take out their anger by rebelliously dressing up in women’s clothing, blackening their faces and using agricultural tools, they would destroy tollgates and tollbooths. It was heavily featured in newspapers during the 1840s and onwards. 
‘“Dai”, no doubt is now a tottering old man with hair and beard as white as snow. It would be interesting for him to know that his song of songs still thrills the hearts of the Glamorgan men and women’[footnoteRef:1]. The Western Mail states that ‘Dai’r Cantwr’, whose real name was David Davies, was a much-liked man, and his legacy carries on in Glamorgan. But the Western Mail states that ‘Dai’r Cantwr’ was merely the employer of ‘Shoni Sgubor Fawr’, as Shoni Sgubor Fawr, whose real name was John Thomas, was employed by Dai’r Cantwr in Pontyberem at Dai was a contractor. It is widely believed that Shoni Sgubor Fawr was the ‘Rebecca’ of his area.  [1:  Morien, “The Leaders of the Rebecca Riots,” Western Mail (Cardiff, Wales, 5 August 1890), p. 4 [accessed 19 January 2020]] 

The Western Mail also states what is thought to have happened to Dai’r Cantwr after he was arrested during the Rebecca Riots. ‘“Dai’r Cantwr”, received sentence at a special assizes held at Carmarthen on December 22, 1843, and was sent to Van Dieman’s Land, now called Tasmania, in the ship London, on March 15, 1844l that he landed safely in the colony, and that he is now living and is a farmer and doing well’[footnoteRef:2]. The way that the Western Mail has written this small section suggests that this is something to bring comfort to the readers of the Western Mail, as the Western Mail is a newspaper that is sold mainly in West Wales. Therefore, it is more than likely that the readers would have perhaps known ‘Dai’r Cantwr’, and therefore, would have been wondering what had happened to him. This is due to the fact, that during these times, criminals who had been found guilty were usually sent out to far away lands, usually Australia, and this meant that people would have unlikely to have known what had happened to ‘Dai’r Cantwr’. Therefore, this section in the Western Mail would have given many closure on the Rebecca Riots, and perhaps comfort to some.  [2:  Morien, “The Leaders of the Rebecca Riots,” Western Mail (Cardiff, Wales, 5 August 1890), p. 4 [accessed 19 January 2020]] 

In another newspaper, the ‘Times’, the language and words used does not seem to regard the Rebecca Riots in the same way. ‘“Rebecca” will now find that the active measures taken by the Government and the local magistracy must tend seriously to interfere with her marauding propensities’[footnoteRef:3]. The ‘Times’ seem to inform the people that the Government regard the Rebecca Riots as a movement that needs to be quelled and that they are now taking ‘her marauding’ seriously. This is due to the letter that was sent to Holyland, in Pembrokeshire. ‘“Rebecca and her Daughters” have hitherto kept at some distance from this place, but last night, or early this morning, a notice was posted on the Holyland Turnpike-gate, within a mile of this town, as follows:- “TAKE NOTICE, “I and my Daughters intent pay a visit to the union workheur[?], Pembroke, on Wednesday next, the 28th irst[?]. “Rebecca”’[footnoteRef:4]. This was a calling card of the Rebecca Riots. A letter which would be signed by ‘Rebecca’ would be sent, and it would be a warning that the Rebeccaites would be visiting them, and they would either have to leave or would suffer the consequences. Although there was no single definitive ‘Rebecca’, each area would have a ‘Rebecca’ but whether it was same ‘Rebecca’ would be up to debate.  [3:  “The Rebecca Riots,” Times (London, England, 29 June 1843), p. 7 [accessed 19 January 2020]]  [4:  “The Rebecca Riots,” Times (London, England, 29 June 1843), p. 7 [accessed 19 January 2020]] 

	In the newspaper, ‘John Bull’, the public are informed about what really occurs during a night of rioting with the Rebeccaites. ‘The Rebeccaites assembled both on Tuesday and Wednesday night, and destroyed no less than six or eight gates, some on the St. Clear’s, and others on the Swansea road.[footnoteRef:5]’ This piece of information tells the public that tollgates were targeted during this riot and is very informative in describing what occurs during a night raid. But, through a historian point of view, the eyewitness goes a little overboard in their next piece of insider information. ‘They assembled at St. Clear’s from all parts of the country, most of them arrived with guns and other destructive weapons, and immediately levelled with the ground the gates leading to St. Clear’s from both ends. -Correspondent to the Morning Post’[footnoteRef:6]. It is very unlikely that Rebeccaites from all over Wales turned up for that riot that night, but as this is a newspaper article, this would garner the readers’ attention, and would therefore sell more copies. As a historian, this article is particularly interesting and useful, as for one, it is an eye-witness account of what happens during a raid with the Rebeccaites. Also, there is information on what they were concentrating on, which was the tollgates in this instance. But what is also interesting is that the eyewitness sees the figure of ‘Rebecca’ and the attire of the Rebeccaites, ‘They were nearly all dressed in women’s clothe, and Rebecca was on horseback, elegantly attired.’[footnoteRef:7] [5:  “Rebecca Riots,” John Bull (London, England, 24 June 1843), XXIII edition, p. 400 [accessed 19 January 2020]]  [6:  “Rebecca Riots,” John Bull (London, England, 24 June 1843), XXIII edition, p. 400 [accessed 19 January 2020]]  [7:  “Rebecca Riots,” John Bull (London, England, 24 June 1843), XXIII edition, p. 400 [accessed 19 January 2020]
] 
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