
 
  
 [image: ]


BMNS4008
Managing Organisations in Nursing
 
Event Risk Management




 
 

Event Risk Assessment
 
2316582
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION
 
This report is going to be assessing the risks of a fundraising event that is to take place in a local hospital, to ensure the safety of the patients, staff, and the public.  The fundraising event is going to include: a bake sale, a raffle, stalls from local businesses', entertainment such as: a musician and games namely: guess the teddys name, and how many sweets are in the jar.  The Risk assessment will be done by assessing all stages of the event, from the planning to the ending of the event, showing the justification and method of assessing the risks, how high each risk is while ensuing compliance with relevant legislative requirements, this will be done by using quantitative data which is numerical data that is used to show statistics through patterns (Albers, 2017), also qualitative data, which is to get a better insight through experiences giving answerers to why? and how? (Tenny, Brannan and Brannan, 2022).

METHOD
 
To produce a risk assessment a methodology needs to be used to highlight all risks and their severity, so safety measures can be put in place to reduce the risks as much as possible, creating a safe event for all involved.  Hospitals are full of people with a range of illnesses, and fund-raising events are open to the public, so all areas need to be considered ensuring that the care of the patients are maintained, and protected along with the public, and staff from any hazards or illnesses.
The areas that have been risk assessed are as follows:

· Wires all over the place, are a trip hazard that could cause serious harm to an individual especially the blind, and an old, and frail person that is more at risk of breaking bones due to a fall (Vaishya and Vaish, 2020), also, young children that maybe running around, this risk was assessed by scanning the area to see where the plug socks are, to see where best to place electricals so that wires are kept close as possible to the plug sockets to prevent trails of wires.

· Spills are hazards as these would make the floor slippery, and cause severe injury if someone slipped, spills could also be a fire hazard if in contact with electricals (AC Electric, 2022), this was assessed by registering what liquids are going to be in the area, and where they would locate, to ensure that the risks were kept to a minimum and precautions were put in place, such as mops and wet floor signs.

· Food contamination and Allergies; people can have allergies to some types of food that can cause a serious reaction and can be fatal to some (Cianferoni and Muraro, 2012), so an assessment was done by checking all the food that was going to be available at the event, ensuring items would be clearly labelled with the contents.  Food contamination may also cause food poisoning, inspections were made to assess all areas where food was going to be stored, and prepared for cleanliness, also, to ensure enough PPE, and cleaning products were available.

· Injury through lifting and moving was assessed by noting what will be carried in, and out of the vicinity, as heavy items may need multiple people, or equipment to help be moved, as someone may endure a back injury if not lifted and moved correctly in a safe way (Martimo et al, 2008).


· Spreading of infections: checking that all areas were clean, and that there is enough PPE, and cleaning equipment available, to keep the chances of infections spreading to minimum to avoid people from getting ill from attending the event, as there is a lot of ill people at hospitals, this included filled hand sanitiser dispensers’, and hand wash in the bathrooms.

· Medical emergencies: taking in account all the different people attending the event that have illnesses, including those with life threatening illnesses that may have a sudden turn in their condition, so that medication and other medical resources are readily available.

· Overcrowding: assessing how much room there is and making the most out of the room that is available, by planning out where each stall, and Entertaiment set up will be, having a specific amount of people allowed in at a time, as Lorentzen et al (2022) concur, overcrowding may cause injury, and there will be more chance of the spread of infections, due to the compact area, which means more contact with people.

· Mental wellbeing: assessments were made evaluating what is going to be taking place at the fundraiser that may trigger someone, and cause them distress, through lost loved ones or personal mental health issues.  Gross, Uusberg and Uusberg (2019) suggest people with mental health illnesses may be triggered by certain situations or subjects, also ensuring that there is no discrimination, and there is awareness, so everyone is treated equally as the event is for everyone to enjoy and feel comfortable in the atmosphere. 

· Patient confidentiality is important as sensitive information needs to be kept save, and the wishes of the patients need to be respected, the area was assessed to see where restricted areas need to be so any personal information of patients would not be threatened, or patient privacy would not be exposed. 


· Cuts and abrasions: some people may have a blood clotting condition where a cut may be fatal to them, or people may have blood born viruses (Doherty and Kelley, 2023), with this in mind the area was assessed to make sure that it was not cluttered to avoid anyone from falling, or knocking into anything, also all sharp objects were stored away properly.



COMPLIANCE
 
When conducting a fundraising event, it is important to comply with the relevant legislative requirements, to ensure that the event is safe for all involved, and to avoid legal consequences, if an incident did occur.  Each of the areas that have been risk assessed are compliant with different legislations, and industry specific requirements, they are as follows:

· Wires all over the place: ensure that all appliances that require wires were near plug sockets, and tucked away from any area that people may walk around, this is to comply with the slips and trips in production areas regulations, which state that wires should be restricted away from the pathway of individuals, and if it is unavoidable to cover the wires with cable covers (Health and Safety Executive, 2024a).

· Spills: ensure there are wet floor signs and equipment available to clean up any spills if they occur, quickly and effectively, this is within appliance to the slips and trips in production areas regulations (Health and Safety Executive, 2024a).

· Food contamination and Allergies: label any food or drinks with the contents clearly with allergy warning signs where applicable, also ensuring that food containing any ingrediencies that may contaminate other food was kept stored safely away, this is in compliance with the food standards agency (2024) which state that it is a criminal offence to not provide correct labelling stating any allergens, as this is risking the consumers health and safety, also make sure everything is stored, and handled properly to maintain food hygiene standards to ensure the safety of consumers.  Gov.uk (2024) emphasis that the Hazard Analysis, and Critical Control Point (HACCP) needs to be followed to identify the risks of contamination, so procedures are put in place to remove, or reduce the risks of food poisoning through bacteria and allergies.


· Injury through lifting and moving: ensure that everyone moves heavy objects in the correct way and with help if needed, through manpower, or transporting equipment following the manual handling assessment charts (Health and Safety Executive, 2024b), that are in line with The Manual Handling Operation Regulations 1992 that suggests, if manual handling training has not been undertaken, then to assess the weight, and take the appropriate steps to reduce the risk of injury (The National Archives, 2024a).

· Spreading of infections: Health and Social Care Act 2008: code of practice on the prevention and control of infections, is a guideline to ensure infections do not spread, Department of Health and Social Care (2015) confirm that this code does not need to be followed by law, but there does need to be proof of efforts to stop infections from spreading.

· Medical emergencies: first aid kits need to be available, any medical equipment, and medication if needed (The National Archives, 2024b), reports also need to be made under the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases, and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR), with some cases such as: fractures and burns (Health and Safety Executive, 2024c).

· Overcrowding: see to peoples safety by allow only a certain amount of people in at a time, sell tickets with time slots, have a one-way system, which in turn will reduce the risk of injuries, and infections due to the limited amount of space available as the event is in doors, and requires people to walk around (Health and Safety Executive, 2024d). 

· Mental wellbeing: have a professional care team present to help with any emotional triggers without stigmatisation, and for everyone to be treated equally, as the Mental Health Act 1983: Code of Practice states, there is many different mental health illnesses (Department of Health, 1983), having a support team available may help get individuals the help that is needed to get through a traumatic, or triggering experience, or issue (National Health Service, 2024).

· Patient confidentiality: keeping the fundraiser in a certain area, and having cut off areas so that patients records, and privacy is not compromised under the Human rights Act 1998, and the Confidentiality: NHS Code of Practice, which highlight that everyone has the human right for privacy, it is crucial for confidentiality, and should only be overruled under extreme circumstances, such as someone's life being in danger (Department of Health, 2024: Department of Health, 2003).


· Cuts and abrasions: all sharp objects stored away from the reach of children and others.  Food that requires sharp knives to be prepared beforehand if possible, and the walkway to be clear from objects, to prevent, or reduce the risk of anyone having hurt, in appliance with slips and trips regulations (Health and Safety Executive, 2024a).  If an incident occurs where an individual does receive a cut or abrasion, there would be a report made in line with the RIDDOR regulations (Health and Safety Executive, 2024c), and treated with first aid to prevent an infection (Mayo Clinic, 2024). 














RISK ASSESSMENT REGISTER
 
 
 
	Ref
	Risk Description
	Likelihood of occurrence (Score 1-5)
	Impact of Risk occurrence (Score 1-5)
	Risk Score (Likelihood x Occurrence)
	Risk Severity (High, Medium, or Low)

	 
1
	 Wires all over the place
	 5
	 5
	 25
	 Very high

	 
2
	 spills
	 5
	 5
	 25
	Very high

	 
3
	food contamination and
 allergies
	 2
	 5
	 10
	 Moderate 

	 
4
	 Injury through lifting and moving items
	 1
	 3
	 3
	Low 

	6
	Spreading of infections
	5
	5
	25
	Very high

	8
	Medical emergency's
	3
	5
	15
	High 

	9
	Over crowding
	3
	3
	9
	Moderate 

	10
	Mental wellbeing
	4
	5
	20
	Very high 

	11
	Patient confidentiality 
	2
	5
	10
	Moderate 

	12
	Cuts and abrasions
	2
	5
	10
	Moderate 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 
This risk assessment identifies several risks, some of which are high and some low.  The major risks that have been highlighted in this risk assessment that may cause an injury are trailing wires, and spills, the recommendations to reduce these risks are to make sure that wires are out of the way from where individuals will be walking, and having cleaning equipment, and wet floor signs readily available to use to eliminate the danger as quickly, and effectively as possible.   Spreading of infection has been outlined as a high risk in this assessment due to the fundraiser being in a hospital where there are many illnesses, to reduce this risk the recommendations are to keep the place clean and sanitary, have plenty of PPE available, and to make sure that there is full sanitiser dispensers, and hand wash for everyone to maintain personal hygiene.  The mental wellbeing of some attending has shown to be a high-risk factor due to the range of people, and the environment of the event as it is in a hospital where there maybe emotional triggers for certain individuals, seeing others ill, and feeling empathy, relating due to lost loved ones, or through personal mental health illnesses, the recommendations for this risk is to have a mental health wellbeing team present that can listen, and support those that need help.
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