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What do we mean by Hellenism / Hellenization?
Hellenism means Greek culture and lifestyle (language, education, customs). Hellenization means people adopting Greek ways. In 2 Maccabees it is linked especially to the gymnasium and Greek values (status and prestige).
What was the Seleucid Empire?
The Seleucid Empire was a Greek kingdom that ruled the area of Judea after Alexander the Great. Seleucid kings (especially Antiochus IV) controlled Jerusalem during the time of the Maccabean revolt.
Who were the Hasmonean (Maccabean) family and what did they do?
They were a Jewish priestly family. They led a revolt against Seleucid rule, defended Jewish law and the Temple, and later became the rulers (high priests and kings) of Judea.
What was the High Priest and what was their role?
The High Priest was the main leader of the Temple in Jerusalem. He led sacrifices and worship. Under foreign rule he also became a political leader who represented the Jewish people.
What does pre-exilic Israel mean?
Pre-exilic Israel means Israel before the Babylonian exile  when the First Temple period and the kingship existed.

Questions/Answers based on Reading
1. What did you think were the main arguments in the reading?
Himmelfarb says 2 Maccabees is the first text to set 'Judaism' against 'Hellenism'. For this book, Hellenism is not only about foreign gods but about new values from the gymnasium. The text criticizes Jews who accept Greek values even if they still worship the God of Israel. At the same time, 2 Maccabees uses Greek style and Greek words to praise its heroes, so it also shows Greek influence.
2. What historical, religious, and/or political events led up to the Maccabean Revolt (167-160 BCE)?
There was pressure to adopt Greek culture. Some Jewish leaders supported Greek reforms, including building a gymnasium. Jason replaced Onias III as High Priest and promoted Greek ways. This created conflict inside the Jewish community. Later Antiochus IV increased control and persecution, and faithful Jews rebelled to protect the Law and the Temple.
3. What is the significance of: (a) the Temple purified in 164 BCE, and (b) the end of Seleucid rule about 20 years later?
Purifying the Temple meant worship was restored and the Temple was made holy again. It showed God had not abandoned the people. The later end of Seleucid rule meant greater freedom and Jewish control of their own religious life. Together these events symbolised survival and renewal of Judaism.
4. How significant is it that the Maccabean family began as 'insignificant country priests' but became High Priests and kings?
It is very significant because the family gained both religious and political power. The High Priesthood became linked with ruling the country. This created a new Jewish dynasty (the Hasmoneans) and changed leadership in Judea from being under foreign control to being led by Jewish rulers.
5. How different was life during Second Temple Judaism compared to life in pre-exilic Israel?
Pre-exilic Israel had kings and the First Temple traditions. Second Temple Judaism was shaped by living under empires, with the Temple and High Priest as central. Identity was strongly connected to the Law, worship, and keeping traditions, especially when foreign culture was influential.
6. What are the potential biases with the Maccabean texts?
They are not neutral history. They support their own side and want readers to see Judaism as right and Hellenism as dangerous. They praise the martyrs and heroes strongly and may make enemies look worse. The stories are written to persuade, not only to report facts.




