Assignment 2 resubmission 
Question 1 
Terrorist organizations often engage in various types of criminal activities to fund their operations, acquire resources, and fund their agendas. These activities can range from drug trafficking and arms smuggling to money laundering and extortion. This essay will explain why terrorist organisations may be involved in other types of criminality and how intelligence may be gained in the investigation of such criminality inform counter terrorism policing. 
One of the main reasons terrorist organisations engage in criminal activity is to finance their operations. Acts of terrorism can take many various forms, from lone acts to planned attacks by organised groups. As a result, there are differences in the ways that terrorism is funded. It includes all forms of support for the criminal network in addition to the actual financing of terrorist acts. Significant financing is needed by terrorist organisations not only for the actual commission of terrorist actions but also for other purposes, such as organisation maintenance, basic technical needs and the dissemination od associated ideology. Funding for terrorism comes from a variety of sources. First of all, they could be the result of illicit activity, which can range from small time crime to organised crime, such as the trafficking of narcotics, weapons, or people. It is possible for the finances to have a legitimate source, such as contributions from new members of the group or misuse of non-profit organisations (Council of Europe, 2023). 
The process of terrorism financing follows a four-stage approach. Funds meant for terrorists or terror organisations are generated during the first stage, known as the collecting stage. There are multiple potential sources of funding for this, such as criminal behaviour, direct donations from people and organisations and also legitimate businesses can also provide revenue for terrorists. The second stage is the storing stage. Prepaid cards, bank accounts, and valuable items are all viable options for storing money. The latter include, among other things, agricultural products, oil, diamonds and precious metals, antiques, and even old cars. Terrorist groups retain the cash and save the money in cryptocurrency until they have decided how they will utilise the money.  The third stage is moving the funds. The terrorist groups transfers the money from the store to another location when it has enough money for operations and needs more money. When they have cryptocurrency, they move it into another wallet. They also snuggle cash, gold, and other commodities. Utilising the money is the final stage. Terrorists can utilise their money in a myriad of ways, additional instances for money being used in terrorism include being used by the terrorist group to cover costs for media, training, salaries, overhead, supplies and weaponry. The money can also be utilised to arrange travel services, pay for foreign combatants, or cover the price of a passport and visa. Certain consumption patterns are also regular costs that are difficult to link to terrorism (Financial Crime Academy, 2023). 
Terrorist organisations such as the Islamic state have focused their recruitment attempts on European crime groups over the years. For instance, propaganda has promised prospective members that they will be atoned for their sins by joining the Islamic state. While functioning in the Dar al-Harb (land of war), the terrorist organisation also supports money raising through illicit means, portraying this as a divinely approved means of fundraising Jihad. Lorenzo Vidino discovered that, before carrying out their attacks more than half of those for terrorist attacks in Europe and North America between June 2014 and June 2017 had engaged in criminal activity unrelated to terrorism. Terrorist and criminal networks have been more closely aligned in recent years. Terrorists sometimes engage in a wide range of organised crime including prostitution, the selling of weapons, antiquities, human organs, drugs, and people smuggling routes (Malik, 2019).
The connection between jihadists and drug traffickers in North Africa is a crucial illustration of how crime and terrorism are connected. Taxing the flow of illegal drugs via recently created channels connecting Morocco, Libya, and Europe has benefited the Islamic state of Libya since 2014. Due to Libya’s poor political structure, drug traffickers have partnered with Islamic political to allow drugs to flow through portions of the country under their control. In exchange for the drugs transit, the group is able to demand a fee. In order to transport cannabis resin, commonly known as North African hash, from Morocco to Algeria, Tunisia, the east of Libya, and finally into Europe, Islamic State has teamed up with members of Italian organised crime gangs since 2015. In the city of Sirte, where it controls ports that allow drugs to be transferred from Libya to the Mediterranean Sea, Islamic State maintains a strong power base along the drug route. Islamic state has benefited from the 36 billion illegal drug trade thanks to its mutually beneficial relationship with Italian organised crime gangs. Also, the terror group received between 20-45 million in 2014 from the kidnapping of foreign journalists and charity workers, even though the extortion and oil trade inside its boarders provide the largest amount of funding for the group. Kidnapping for ransom also contributed significantly to Al-Qaeda’s financial resources In the Islamic Maghreb in West Africa. Terrorist operations in the area were allegedly supported by the groups purported acquisition of between 1-4 million for each Western hostage between 2003 and 2012 (Malik, 2019). 
According to an article on ITV News (2024) a trafficking gang laundered millions of pounds through Vietnamese student accounts and nail bars. There were five members of the human trafficking gang who laundered 4 million pounds and they have now been sentenced. Through the use of Vietnamese students at a British institution, millions of pounds in cash were sent straight into the bank accounts of the participants in this worldwide criminal operation. The funds were subsequently given to other Vietnamese nationals residing in the UK who operated enterprises that exported clothing to Vietnam. According to the Eastern Region Special Operations Unit, which discovered the ring, some of the money was also being laundered through nail bars. The money was obtained through unlawful activities, such as the charging of Vietnamese national living in France for smuggling goods into the UK illegally for a price between 7,000 and 11,000 pounds. Following that, some od these were made available as “workers” to assist in cannabis cultivation. Warrants were executed nationwide in Birmingham, Cambridge, Essex, Leicester, London, and Wales following ERSOU investigation. 

Through the prevention, deterrence, and investigation of terrorist activity, UK police forces collaborate with the country’s intelligence community to support counterterrorism policing, which aims to safeguard public safety and national security. Counter terrorism pursue, prevent, protect, and prepare (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). 
The National Intelligence Model (NIM) was established in 1999 by the National Criminal Intelligence Service (NCIS) and is based on “collective wisdom and best practise” both nationally and globally. Despite having its roots in criminal intelligence, the NIM is a business process model that includes a few essential components. It makes knowledge organisation easier, helps with resource allocation, plans activities, and makes it possible to draw lessons from those activities. NCIS created the model to guide action on all policing matters, from organised crime to traffic safety, not simply in regard to crime and offenders. To enhance and professionalise intelligence operations and facilitate the creation of standardised intelligence products, NIM mandates the definition and development of several capabilities. Intelligence solutions alert workforces to important threats, such as those resulting from both serious and less serious criminal activity.  NIM has three levels, the first being area command which is localised crime and problems. The second level is force or inter force which is for cross boarder and criminals. Lastly the third level is national and international which is for serious and organised crime. Through NIM the police and other governmental organisations have better opportunity to share intelligence (Orodite Consulting, 2016).
Every action the National Crime Agency take is driven by intelligence. Resolving the biggest threats first and causing the most disruption to severe organised crime are both made possible by having a clear intelligence picture. Prioritising and coordinating combined actions where needed, they collaborate closely with partners to determine the biggest dangers facing the UK. In the UK law enforcement community, this guarantees that the intelligence we gather is utilised to its maximum potential. Analysis of data to determine its accuracy and applicability is what makes it intelligence. Operationally, tactically, and strategically, the NCA uses and produces intelligence. Content that provides partners and the NCA with information on where to allocate their resources to counter the biggest dangers is known as strategic intelligence. The NCA combine intelligence from various sources to optimise analysis, evaluation, and strategic advantages. Among them are, open source, covert human intelligence sources, undercover officers, and many more. In addition to developing this intelligence, the NCA also manage the national intelligence picture of major organised crime and share and distribute intelligence with partners both in the UK and overseas. It can also be shared or distributed to partners so they can utilise it to supplement their own knowledge or to act right away. Partners include, police including counter terrorism policing, regional organised crime units, boarder force, and HM revenue and customs (National Crime Agency, 2023).
The NCA’s primary duty is to look into serious and organised crime, to target disrupt and apprehend groups and individuals engaged in serious and organised crime. They oversee their own investigations and collaborate with other agencies. Targeting the highest risk criminals who pose the greatest threat to the United Kingdom, its citizens, and our international partners is the focus of the NCA international partners is the focus of our intelligence driven operational operations. They focus on the most dangerous flaws and enablers that let criminals carry out their unlawful acts and jeopardise their security. Serious and organised crime threats they combat include, bribery, corruption, child sexual exploitation, cybercrime, drug trafficking, money laundering and many more. Investigating high end severe and organised crime frequently calls for specialised skills which are expensive for all police forces and law enforcement partners to keep up to date. On behalf of all UK law enforcement, they offer a range of specialised and unique capabilities that are best offered nationwide. It may be more suitable for the NCA to oversee an investigation rather than a police agency in instances that are large, sophisticated, or nationally significant. Usually, a police force or the independent office for police conduct will ask the NCA to conduct a specialist investigation (National Crime Agency, 2024).
In conclusion, the involvement of terrorist organizations in various types of criminality poses significant challenges to global security. By leveraging intelligence gained from the investigation of these criminal activities, law enforcement agencies can enhance their understanding of terrorist networks, disrupt their financing channels, and prevent future attacks. However, effective counterterrorism efforts require a multifaced approach that addresses both the symptoms and root causes of extremism, including poverty, inequality, and social marginalization. Collaboration between governments, law enforcement agencies, and civil society organisations is essential for developing comprehensive strategies to counter the nexus between terrorism and criminality and safeguard the safety and security of communities in the word. 
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Question 2 
Operational policing in the United Kingdom faces a myriad of challenges and issues that impact its effectiveness in investigating volume and priority crimes. This essay will discuss key issues and challenges of operational policing in the United Kingdom and what effect they have on the investigation of volume and priority crime. 
One of the primary challenges facing operational policing in the United Kingdom is resource constraints. There are many obstacles facing the police force. The general public’s perception that the police are unable to effectively combat crime and a long history of scandals and repeated failures to resolve them have contributed to historically low levels of public trust. Charge rates have decreased within the past ten years along with overall reported crime levels. Throughout the time, the demands on non-crime services have grown along with the complexity of crimes, placing a strain on police resources. The long-term effects of the additional officers that have been recruited are still up in the air. The financial cost of maintaining officer numbers on forces is immense, and rapid recruiting has raised questions about the suitability of vetting procedures and the workload of supervising officers. Evaluating whether these adjustments can result in a consistent rise in the number of charges and an increase in public confidence will take some time (Richards and Davies, 2023).
An article on the Guardian explains how police forces are still being damaged by budget cuts with 6,000 officers having to work off the front-line crime fighting to fill gaps caused by the funding crisis a police chief has explained. The chair of the National Police Chiefs council explained that police were cutting crime but faced severe funding pressures and a £3.2 billion cash shortfall. Police staff which include police community support officers, forensic specialists, and administrative workers could be make redundant due to the cut back that have been made (Dodd et al, 2024). 
Another significant issue faces by operational policing in the UK is keeping pace with technological advancements. For the police to continue being relevant, efficient, and adaptable in how it protects and serves the public, digital transformation is imperative. Police in England and Wales are expected to spend between 7 to 9 billion pounds on technology alone over the course of the next five years. For police forces, there are a number of difficulties due to the magnitude of the change that has occurred. Every aspect of the policing process could be impacted by digital transformation, which could alter how police operate, use data, take advantage of new technology, cooperate with other organisations, and structure themselves. Every one of these problems has far-reaching effects for individual officers as well as the industry at large. Therefore, a responsible technology roadmap needs to concentrate on the tools, procedures, and methods that may maximise effectiveness and learning throughout the entire police system while addressing the unique requirement of various situations (Carpenter, 2022). 
The proliferation of technology presents many challenges for the investigation of volume and priority crime. Technology has the potential to either commit crimes directly or assist in them. This can happen when criminals use technology to get on social media or other platforms to harass, stalk people, or when organised crime organisations use digitally encrypted devices to communicate across international borders. The digital age poses serious challenges for those in charge of ensuring public safety, as evidenced by the sharp rise in online fraud and the rising fear of cybercrime. Policing will continue to fall behind this digital transformation until advancements in digital forensics are developed. Throughout an assessment it was looked at how well the police use digital forensics to gather evidence of criminal activity and safeguard victims. It has become more obvious that the police force hasn’t kept up with the scope of the problems they face. It was discovered that the police in several instances didn’t understand what digital forensics meant. In certain cases, it was discovered that delays were so severe that victims were being let down. As opposed to other police forensic disciplines, the digital forensic examination system is sometimes unreliable, inefficient, and poorly managed. It was also found that victims were rarely taken into consideration when their devices were seized for examinations (HMICFRS, 2022). 
Community policing and trust maintaining public trust and confidence is essential for effective operational policing in the UK. In order to preserve law enforcement’s power and preserve public order, the public must have faith and confidence in the police. People are less likely to participate with investigations or report crimes to police when there is a lack of confidence. Social unrest and heightened sense of unfairness might result from a lack of trust in the police. Positive relationships between the police and communities they serve can be fostered by police forces carrying out their jobs more effectively when they are trusted by the communities they serve. Effective policing requires an understanding if the emotional factors that affect people’s level of confidence and trust within the police. The UK has seen a drop in trust and confidence from the public within the police. In 2021-2022, 69 percent of respondents said they had overall confidence in their local police force, down from 78 percent in 2017-2018, according to the crime survey for England and Wales (Brown, 2023). 
There is evidence that focused foot patrols, cooperative issue solving, and efficient community interaction can greatly boost public trust in the police. The police force can strengthen its legitimacy by enhancing public perceptions and building trust via just decision making and constructive public engagement. According to research, the way in which police interact with the public can help lower crime rates as it promotes social responsibility and respect for the law, which increases the likelihood that people will assist the police and not break the law. Better public involvement and interactions can assist the police in avoiding the costs relating to enforcing the law, identifying crime, and processing offenders, as the impacts on crime are mostly preventive and depends on voluntary public assistance. Engagement is the practise of letting people and communities take part in police at the level that suits them best. This entails giving communities the knowledge and certainty they need to solve local issues, as well as giving them the capacity to decide on and implement strategic priorities and decisions. Engagement with the community might take the form of one-time events or ongoing programmes. It might be official or informal, centred on a particular problem such as anti-social behaviour, community, service provision or in a broader sense policing strategy (College of Policing, 2013).
Public confidence and trust are the foundation of effective police. This is dependent upon the policing profession acting in an ethical and professional manner, one that respects, listens, responds, enhances, and provides for the public. In addition to a non-statutory Code of Ethics, the College of Policing has created a statutory Code of Practice. Collectively they will assist everyone in policing in delivering moral and expert police services. The Code of Ethics offers guidelines for moral and professional behaviour as well as ethical policing concepts to aid in decision making (College of Policing, 2024).
In order to rebuild public trust, the issues at hand must be addressed, and those who will be most directly impacted must perceive that you are doing so in a fair, timely, and transparent manner. In order to avoid repeating past mistakes, the police force must grow from them and adopt proactive measures. If a victim has been subjected to a persistent campaign of harassment and has reported it several times, but has not received the required level of care, this could be an example of a previously unidentified loss of confidence. Their trust in the police’s future ability to deliver high quality services to them has been consequently damaged (College of Policing, 2013).
The media’s coverage of crime and criminal activity, as well as the effects that crime has on both persons and the communities, can draw a lot of attention to the procedures and activities of criminal investigations. It is the duty of the police to guarantee that investigations are conducted in a professional, ethical, and standard manner to establish and preserve public trust. The professionalising investigation programme was established to promote this high-quality approach to investigations and falls under the authority of the national policing crime area portfolio (College of Policing, 2013). 
However, navigating complex legal and ethical considerations can cause challenges for police forces. Five ethical issues in policing involve, an officers off duty life, upholding the law and your rights, using necessary force, acting impartially and profiling. Police officers must live up to a very high standard and conduct themselves in a way that upholds the integrity of their profession. They are constantly scrutinised by the public and depend on their trust to be in positions of power, therefore they must always project a professional image. Police officers must constantly uphold their social standing and obey the law, which presents ethical challenges. Most employment terminate when an employee clocks off duty. This frequently puts them in direct opposition to society, particularly individuals who show little regard for the law. The Black Lives Matter movement of today brings attention to the publics disapproval of police officers using unnecessary force. The initiative aims to make police answerable for all instances of unwarranted use of force. Although it is legal for police officers to use force when necessary to enforce the law, there are situations in which this use of force is not warranted. Police officers deal with ethical dilemmas every day that they have the potential to endanger their lives when they deal with non-compliant persons. Since the beginning of policing, profiling has played a significant role. It is imperative that police exercise their discretion and judgement when deciding what is appropriate to do in each individual situation. Sadly, false presumptions and preconceptions are pervasive in today’s culture, leading to unfair cases of ethical or racial profiling on a daily basis. Whilst on duty, a police officer’s conscious behaviour is dictated by enforced belief systems from society and they have little time to analyse a scenario in their head (Best Value Schools, 2020). 
Operational policing in the United Kingdom faces a wide range of challenges that impact its ability to investigate volume and priority crime effectively. From resource constraints to technological advancements, legal and ethical considerations, and community trust, law enforcement agencies must navigate a complex landscape to maintain public safety and uphold the rule of the law. Addressing these challenges requires a multi-faced approach that involves adequate funding, investment in technology and training, community engagement initiatives and adherence to legal and ethical standards. By addressing these issues proactively, police forces can enhance their effectiveness in investigating volume and priority crime and contribute to a safer and more secure society. 
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