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This academic writing document aims to introduce to the readers the concept of the English Legal System based on common law principles evaluating and explaining the key aspects of this approach. Common law Holds a distinct place as an unwritten body of law (Joshua,2016). What is civil law? “Civil law focusing in resolving individual’s case as best and as quickly as possible” (Varga,2010). Furthermore, this essay will include a comparison between these two legal systems including examples relevant examples for both of the systems. (Joshua,2016). Moreover, in this assignment will be “incorporated” a reference list with all the websites used for this essay so the readers will have a comprehensive understanding of the concept of “The English Legal System is based upon common law principles”.
The English common law was created by King Henry and developed in  (1066). The common law was like many other early legal systems and did not originally consist of “substantive” ( major or practical importance to all concerned) rights essential to individuals, but rather of procedural remedies, after some time, however, these remedies became a modern system in which rights are seen as primary procedure. English common law until the 19th century continued to be developed and largely driven primarily by judges rather than legislators (Paul, 2016).

Common law, a fundamental pillar of legal systems worldwide, emerged in the 12th century as an unwritten corpus of legal principles derived from judicial decisions. The term “common” emphasises its application across the entire country, fostering uniformity and consistency in the legal system. An example which will support all the information above is the concept of “common-law marriage” In certain jurisdictions, common-law marriage, despite the absence of a formal marriage document this practice acknowledge similar legal rights. (James C, 2024). Overall, the English legal system is primarily founded upon the common law, this system of law has its origins in the” medieval” period when judges made decisions based on customs and practices that had been established over time. However, these decisions were then recorded and used as precedents for future cases, creating a body of law (common law) that was constantly evolving and adapting to the changing needs of society (James, 2024). Overall, the common law remains a vital part of the English legal system today and as mentioned above it continues to be used by judges to decide cases.
In the modern era, the common law in the Uk continues to play a vital role, although its influence has been subject to modifications and adaptions over time. Furthermore, the common law is inherently flexible, allowing it to evolve and respond to changing social norms and circumstances. The most common example of old laws that are used in modern days is in the UK and many other countries is common law marriage which that the couple who are not officially married must have the same rights, also this common law allows people who are not official married to be considered married and that marriage will be no recorded. These examples of common law happen very often in these days in the UK (Uwe, 2019).
“Donoghue v Stevenson 1932” is a case study of common law, This 1932 case, involved a claimant (Mrs Donoghue) who consumed a bottle of ginger beer, containing a decomposed snail which caused serious injuries to her. This case reached to the House of Lords which established a fundamental principle consisting in manufacturers owe a duty of care to end-users of their product. The principle known as the “neighbour principle” becoming “popular” and continues to be used considerably in negligence law. Overall, this example mentioned above illustrates the nature of common law and how old principles can be applied to modern situations (Joanna, 2021).
What is civil law?
Civil Law regulates with non-criminal cases between individuals/ organisations or companies, providing a formal framework and a structured approach for resolving all types of cases as best and as quickly as possible. When an individual breaks this type of law is called “tort” there are numerous examples of civil law cases, but the most common example is in financial transactions between companies and individuals followed by family disputes (divorce or children’s issues), personal injury (road traffic accidents or medical negligence). The civil law cases are different from criminal cases because nobody can be sent to prison (no matter what the case is), but the individuals may face with substantial financial penalties if liable for compensation is found (Ben,2023).The difference between civil and common law is that the civil law does not handle with the crimes matter or other major situations, they focus on fairness cases involving individuals who fail or break the rules of a contract (Adam, 2024). Furthermore, the difference between civil and common law are, Common law is based on the idea that the law is created by the decisions of judges in previous cases. These decisions are known as precedents, and they are binding on lower courts. Comparison with the civil law, which is based on the idea that the law is a set of rules created by the state and that can be found in a code. The code is typically organized into different sections such as criminal law, contract law and tort law (Ben,2022).

Contrast between law systems
The English Legal system has a unique, complex and fascinating mix of common law and civil law.
Civil Law is based on a codified set of laws such as criminal law, tort law and contract law. In the civil system. Judges are responsible for interpreting the code and applying it to the facts of the case before them. Comparison with the common law system which is based on the idea that the law is created by the decisions of judges in previous cases. As mentioned above, these decisions are known as “precedents”, and they are binding on lower courts. Furthermore, in a common law system, judges are responsible for not only interpreting the law. But also, for creating new law (Ben,2022).
Civil Law and common law have their own advantages and disadvantages. Civil law is often seen as being more efficient and predictable than common law because the code provides a clear and concise set of rules that judges must follow. Common law, on the other hand, is often seen as being more “flexible” and “adaptable” than civil law and this is because judges are free to create new law in order to meet the needs of changing times(Katta, 2023) Overall, the civil and common law systems in the United Kingdom represent distinct approaches to law and legal procedures. While they share some commonalities (such as the common goal of protecting individuals’ rights and maintaining social order), they also “share” some significant differences in their sources of law, judicial and procedural practices. Moreover, understanding these two systems is essential for navigating the legal landscape of the United Kingdom and for comprehending the complex interactions between law and society (Sean, 2013).
There are many examples of the common law currently working in the United Kingdom. One example of the common law working in practice is “negligence”.  Is a tort and can be applied in a wide range of cases, including cases involving car accidents or product liability. In each case, the court must consider the facts of the case and determine whether the defendant owed the claimant a duty of care or the branch of duty caused the claimant’s injuries. Another example of common law working in practice in the UK is the “law of contract” which is a legally binding agreement between two or more parties. To be valid, a contract must have the essential elements including offer, acceptance and intention to create legal relations. In each case, the court must consider specific facts of the case and determine whether the contract is valid(Michel, 2023).

Conclusion
In conclusion, this essay aimed to provide to the reader that The English Legal System derives its foundation based upon common law principles. As previously mentioned in the essay, the common law plays a vital role in The English Legal System, influencing its development. Another conclusion is that common law and civil law “contain “similarities as well as disadvantages. A final conclusion made from this essay is that the civil Law is more effective and beneficial (in public’s perspectives) comparison with the common law the code provides a clear and concise set of rules that judges must follow. Furthermore, these two systems deeply shape the legal landscape and influence the dynamic underplay between law and society. Overall this essay emphasis that The English Legal System is based upon law principles.
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