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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
What are the publics and police officer’s perceptions of the appropriateness of the length of sentences received for varied types of crimes in the UK? 

I have chosen this topic because I have a lot of interest in this area, I see daily the lengths of sentences for certain crimes and read comments from people agreeing and disagreeing with the length of the sentence and factors that influence the sentencing. The debate between these comments have really sparked an interest into whether there are a varied number of perceptions on this topic or whether it is very one sided. I would also like to do this research question because it is something I have started to reflect on myself when I am out and about as a special constable as part of the course and certain situations make me think about the sentencing and the lengths of the sentences and whether they are getting the correct punishment. An example of this is in the UK, 80% of police officers were convinced that sentencing offenders was too lenient, and out of 500 taking the survey, only 2 officers believed that some sentences are too harsh. Also, over 80% of the public and victims of the crimes also believe that sentencing was too lenient (Ashcroft, 2011).

There are currently a few very recent incidents that have happened, and I have seen outrage via social media about the criminal committing such crimes as murder, getting away with what the public call ‘a slap on the wrist’. This is clear to me that it is a sensitive and very appropriate topic as the public have already began expressing opinions and something needs to be done. Another great example of this is a key point, 85% of officers that had worked on their case where they believed the criminal should go to prison ended up having a lesser sentence passed by the judge (Ashcroft, 2011).


Furthermore, the perception from the public holds significance for the justice system’s legitimacy and effectiveness. Understanding public sentiment provides insights into societal expectations and values, which can inform policy making and judicial decision-making processes. These decision makers can examine and identify areas for reform and to better align sentencing practices with societal values and expectations.

The relationship between crime and punishment is a topic of significant relevance and complexity, worthy of consideration. This will be done by examining trends and developments over the last decade. This research will aim to deepen our understanding of key issues within the justice system.

Not only does the public rely on the police delivering justice, but if the public believe there isn’t a good enough job being done, the public will refuse to be policed. The public’s perception is the most crucial aspect of policing. It allows the police to build the trust bridge with the public, this is required if the police want to remain effective and in control.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

The objectives will form the backbone of the literature review, so we have broken this dissertation into parts to allow key areas to be explored in depth. These key areas will include prison populations, nature of rime over time, how modern crime has changed, crime probabilities. It will also delve deeper into the public perception on sentencing and how we can make a change if needed.

1. Public perceptions of the length of sentences in the UK and what types of crimes deserve certain sentences. 
2. Police officer’s perceptions of the length of sentences in the UK and what types of crime deserve certain sentences.
3. What factors should influence the length of sentences? 
4. What changes should be made to combat the lengths of sentences to make them fair? 
5. Is there a presumption that sentences are not long enough, should some sentences not be reduced?

These objectives will provide a clear pathway for collection information and conducting research on the research topic. These objectives cover various aspects of the research allowing us to delve deeper into specific areas of interest.



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Majority of the key literature being used will be publicly accessible by anyone and will be used from credible sources. This way, the research will have a better understanding of the topic and be more accurate. Utilising key literature is an effective way to approach in research for several reasons. It provides a solid foundation for building understanding and framing the research within existing knowledge and theories. Using key literature allows me to adopt a critical thinking approach to this topic. It allows me to evaluate, critique and synthesize existing literature.

Online Journals 
Some of these journals are outdated but it is a great way to compare crime in those years to how far modern day crime has come.

Pina-Sánchez, J. and Linacre, R., 2014. Enhancing consistency in sentencing: Exploring the effects of guidelines in England and Wales. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 30, pp.731-748. – Discussing and comparing the variance of sentencing length. 

Hough, M., and Roberts, J.V., 1999. Sentencing trends in Britain: Public knowledge and public opinion. Punishment & Society, 1(1), pp.11-26. – Looking at the public’s opinion, will be a good journal to compare the data found by myself. 

Cassidy, M., and Rydberg, J., 2020. Does sentence type and length matter? Interactions of age, race, ethnicity, and gender on jail and prison sentences. Criminal Justice and Behaviour, 47(1), pp.61-79. Very similar to my idea, will be good to link with the perceptions of the sample in the research project. 

Textbooks
Easton, S. and Piper, C., 2012. Sentencing and punishment: The quest for justice. – identifying what is justice when it comes to punishments, could link it with human rights and public perception of this. 

Government Reports

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-factsheets/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-sentence-lengths-for-serious-offenders-factsheet 

Looks at the different lengths of sentences for serious crimes from the UK Government. Links to what the public want to know. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
A qualitative method will be chosen because it requires us to acquire the kind of data we need. It allows us to ask open ended questions which are listed in the interview, qualitative methods also focus on the context of the data and this is great because it allows us to explore peoples background and investigate what can influence these criminals’ behaviours. This will also include:

Independent Research: 

Questionnaires for the public to fill in with open ended questions. This will allow me to get rich data from the public without having to sit down one on one or group interviews and the sample size can be much larger. Also, a questionnaire that doesn’t have closed questions will allow me to find common perceptions instead of numerical data. This questionnaire will be done through survey monkey and will allow me to access all the responses digitally rather than having endless paper copies. This will also allow me to gather more widespread perceptions and not just limited to where I live. I will prioritise digital research as it is faster and more effective for myself and the person doing the questionnaire.

Interviews with colleagues from my special constable course and station colleagues. – This will allow me to discuss with professionals who see and are familiar with the sentencing, they will have their own opinions but also bring a level and professional discussion. This will be a small sample size but will bring a whole different perspective to the research question. I think it will be interesting to see. 



Desktop Research: 
Journals, books, and government reports, this will be done through Google Scholar, UWTSD Library system which will allow me to find enough secondary data to compare with the primary data I undertook myself.  I will start to think about Why is the length of sentences becoming a key debate. What factors might influence the length of sentences? Who is at a disadvantage with the length of sentences? What can be done to improve appropriateness of the length of sentences? 

The journals and online material that will be used, will allow me to compare and really critique what literature is already out there.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The public – I would like to get a large sample size of public perceptions; this will allow me to get rich data and limit researcher bias with a lot of feedback from a large sample size. The general questionnaire can then be analysed, and perceptions can be picked up from the answers to a range of questions. This will also allow many individuals from the public to have their say without going completely public, their answers will be used non-judgementally and transparency of answers will be used throughout the study.  They will remain anonymous within the questionnaire, so they have a free platform to express their opinion.


Police Officers – I would like to have a small sample of police officers, which will be interviewed to bring a professional approach to answering the question. Similar questions will be asked from the questionnaire but also more professional and in detailed answers will be required. This will also be a non-judgemental zone and will allow the interviewees to have their say with topics that might be seen as set in stone as a police officer. 

These 2 groups of people will provide both sides of the argument and potentially reveal some hidden truths. Both parties will be kept anonymous but, in the questionnaire, there will be a tick box asking if you are a police officer so we can compare and contrast the public, and the police officer’s perceptions.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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