                In this assignment, the writer will discuss the definition of Parental Engagement, the kinds of Parental Engagement, the role of parents in the education of the child, the writers experience regarding education, the needs and rights of the parents, barriers to inclusion and how to overcome them, the schools Integrational Approach to Learning, the aims and objectives of the school,  the Education Act 1944, the school Additional Learning Needs Policy, a definition of Inclusion and links to theorists Maslow and Piaget.
                     Firstly, the Education Endowment Foundation (no date) defines Parental Engagement as the involvement of parents in supporting their children’s academic learning. This consists of the children’s parents being involved with their child’s activities or tasks, reading with the child and developing parental skills to help with literacy to support the child and for the use of IT in the household when needed. This means that all children should be given an opportunity to learn and with the support of their parent’s.
                     According to Gems Education (2010) there are six kinds of Parental Engagement, which are: Parenting; Communicating; Volunteering; Learning at home; Decision Making and Collaborating with the Community. All of these kinds of Parental Engagement can help the parents with the Education of the child by the parent’s being supported themselves and by having frequent communication with the school. These could lead to getting the best out of the child and to the best of their ability due to the support given to them.
                    Gems Education (2010) states that between 75% and 85% of children’s time is spent outside Education, and mostly under the supervision of parents. This is why parents are very influential when it comes to the Education of their children, as before Education was formed, the parents were the children’s first teachers. Children can learn from their parents by the way that they interact with them and by the parents supporting them regarding the learning in the school and when at home. It is also stated that “Parental Engagement in the educational development of their children improves attainment more than any other single factor.” (Gems Education, 2010, page 1). This means that the support from parent’s help the child with their education. 
                     According to Gems Education (2010) it states that what the parents do in the home that has a great influence regarding the child’s achievement with their education. The children get the support from the parents in order for them to get the best performance and results that they can. 
                     Before public education was in existence, in the 1850’s, parent’s and families of children were in control of their education, according to the Department of Education and Skills (no date). On 19th January 1944 Rab Butler’s Education Act was passed in Parliament with secondary education being available to all. This would be beneficial to some parents, whose children would leave school when they were in their early teens to work and would discontinue with their education. For example, the writer’s own father did exactly that. He was born in 1916 during the 1st World War, and when he was 12 years of age, he ended his school education to work on local farms. At that particular time, his parents, my grandparents did not stop him as most children would leave school at an early age to help others and did not see it as anything wrong, as their parents before them did exactly the same. This did not stop my father going on to have a regular job until the age of retirement, even though he had no qualifications.
                       The Education Act 1944 took the place of all previous education laws, the Ministry of Education took over the Board of Education; the teaching was to be free in England and in Wales, and there would be further education in colleges for school leavers to 18 years of age. (BBC News, 2014).  These changes would be beneficial for everyone as the parents would not have to pay for schooling and their children could get further education to increase their knowledge and get a satisfactory job with great prospects and excellent pay. Following on from this, in 1947 the age for school leavers was 15 years of age with 5.5 million children attending schools. In 1972 the school leaving age was raised to 16 to get the children to stay in school to get a good education, onto further education and not on the streets or farms where they were years earlier without finishing their education and sitting their examinations. (BBC News, 2014).
                   Parents in the mid 1900s were not so involved with their children’s education as the parents had not attended school themselves, (BBC News, 2014) therefore not making their own children attend school, as mentioned earlier. But these days, the parents are more involved with their children’s education. Parents attend parents evening to find out from the teachers how well their child is doing in a particular subject; they help and support their child by reading and helping them with their homework. Parents go with their child to options evenings, whether from Year 9 to Year 10 or when the child is assessing further education in school or college. The schools communicate closely with the parents if there is any problem regarding the child and how to limit any problems that may emerge. Even though many parents are on hand to help their child with their work, there are a percentage of parents and children that do not believe in giving homework to be completed at home. They believe that all work should be done in school with the teachers, giving the child time to go out and play with their friends outside of school.     
                    Barriers to parental engagement can be a problem for any child, as many parents would like to get involved with their child’s education, but some may recall their bad memories when they were in school and let it affect their engagement with their child’s school. Other parents may work long hours and are not able to attend any meetings or parent’s evenings, making the teachers and children believe that they do not care. Many parents will think that they are not able to help their child with their work as they have struggled with their own learning. In some households, there are no ICT devices, which can be a problem for a child in education, as the child may get homework to complete in the house but will not be able to complete it as they do not have any device available to them as the parents cannot afford any devices. (Creative Education, 2017).
                      To overcome these barriers, the teachers can communicate positively with the parents by making them feel welcome when the school hold events, such as Christmas Stalls, events, raffles and concerts throughout the school year. This can break down any barriers that the parents may feel and can help the child in the long run as the parents will attend parent’s evenings. Another way to communicate with the school is for the school to have a Newsletter or Twitter account. This way the parents can be in contact with the school to find out what activities are going on in the school without direct communication with the school. If a parent cannot afford any digital device, then the only way a child can complete the work is by going to a friend’s house or by attending Homework Clubs in the school. In the writer’s school, every dinner time there is a Homework Club between 1.15p.m. and 2.10p.m. for anyone to complete any work that they may have without getting into trouble from the teacher, and to lessen the stress at home as the parents may feel guilty that they cannot afford any devices for the child to complete work.
                      The writers setting is a Welsh Medium Comprehensive School in Wales with over 1,100 pupils attending. The school has an Integrational Approach to learning. Think Inclusive (2017) defines Integration as: “a process of placing persons with disabilities in mainstream educational institutions, as long as the former can adjust to the standardised requirements of such institutions.” School A has groups of pupils or single pupils being taught in the school but in a different area or room to other pupils in the mainstream school as they may need a learning coach or work that has been differentiated. This could be due to learning difficulties; a child that has Special Education Needs (SEN), work being enlarged or work that needs to be caught up with due to absenteeism. There are many factors that contribute to SEN which include: “low academic level; physical disability; psychological needs and specific learning difficulties.” (WAG, 2004).
                     The aims and objectives of the school is to provide for all pupils, which also includes pupils that have additional educational needs. It attempts to do its best for every pupil and for the pupil to achieve the best they can do and to the best of their ability. (School A, no date). 
                      Every parent has needs and rights regarding their child or children. A right is something that the parents are entitled to, and needs are something that the parents want for the child, not necessarily getting. Many rights that a parent has include: attending a school annual parent’s meeting to discuss how the child is performing in the lessons; the parents have a right to stand to be voted in as a parent governor where they can see how the school works and any way that they can contribute to the education of their child; to receive information regarding the child’s education, whether it is regarding how well the child is doing in school or even if the child has been suspended or excluded. If a child has been excluded, the parents have the right to appeal against a child’s exclusion and the parents have the right to be involved in the process of obtaining a statement for a child, which has the correct additional help that the child should be given. With the statement the child will get the correct support in order for them to develop and improve. (Thomas Reuters, 2019).
                     The needs that a parent has include: to not be excluded from their child’s education as they would not know how well or bad they are doing with their education; the need for their child to be heard when needed, which is where the School Council comes in as the voice of the child and if a child needs to speak to an adult there is one available for them to confide in and for the parents to be spoken to in a way that they will understand clearly regarding language. Some parents may not have attended school regularly and will not have the confidence to communicate, therefore needing to be spoken with simple language that they understand. With the needs of a parent being met, the child will have a happier household to come home to as the parents will be happier in themselves also. 
                      Think Inclusive (2017) defines Inclusion as: 
involving a process of systemic reform embodying changes and modifications in content, teaching methods, approaches, structures and strategies in education to overcome barriers with a vision serving to provide all students of the relevant age range with an equitable and participatory learning experience and environment that best corresponds to their requirements and preferences.  
                  This means that all children will be a part of something and feel a sense of belonging. Children can make new friends, learn about new things and new places, work with more digital devices and can prepare children for further education and into adult life. 
                   Regarding belonging, Albert Maslow was a theorist that created the Hierarchy of Needs. There are five levels of needs and belonging is the middle level. The bottom levels have to be met before moving onto the higher levels. With belonging, it is stated that “the need for interpersonal relationships motivates behaviour.” (Simple Psychology, 2018). This is how the children communicate with each other, listen to each other and how to interact with each other within being part of a group where they feel a sense of belonging.
                   Another theorist relating to Learning is Jean Piaget. Piaget’s theory of cognitive development suggested that children moved through four stages of mental development, from birth to 2 years of age; 2 to 7 years of age; 7 to 11 years of age and 12 years of age and upwards. Piaget stated that children take an active role in the learning process, make observations and learn about the world, where they continue to add new knowledge whilst interacting with others around them. (VWM, 2018). Piaget realised that the way that children think is not the same way that the way that adults think and understanding grows and develops as the child gets older. As they do, Piaget was aware that the child began to use thought, logic and reasoning to come to conclusions. (VWM, 2018). With the help of the parent’s knowledge, and the conclusions of the child, they would then work together to see what the next step in education was for the child, and where they would get the correct and needed support.
                    To conclude, parental engagement has become more and more involved over the last fifty years or so, which is a good thing as in the 21st century, as the jobs and career that people want and need involve qualifications. As in the writer’s family, in the olden day’s children would leave education without qualifications which in those days wasn’t needed and they would still get a job. But if children did that in this century, they would not get the job or career that they would like and may not even get a job at all. Gems Education states that with the help of the parent’s, the child would do better than if the parents did not help the child and would get the best results with their examinations which would lead to a great job and excellent future. Also, that communication between parents and schools are beneficial to all parties involved. The school would learn of any problems that may arise with the child or their family and the parents would learn of any problems that arise in the school with the child, such as bullying or fighting. If there was no communication, then the parents would not know of any problems. The Homework Clubs that are in the writer’s school are a benefit to the child, parent’s and the teachers. If there were no clubs, the child would not be able to complete their homework and get in trouble with the teachers, which would then make the parent’s without electronic devices feel guilty and feel as if they have let their child down. Homework should be given by teachers, as it is important for the teachers to know if the child understands the work, and by completing the homework the teacher can see if the child has taken in all that the teacher has said. All children should have a chance to an education, and with parent’s involvement the child’s education would be better and their achievements would be greater. It is shown by the EEF and Gems Education that with parental engagement children have a greater chance of being in education and getting their grades. The way that parents help and support their children is essential to their understanding and education, rather than not getting involved at all.  That is why parental engagement is vital in a child’s education. 
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