Critical Film Review*

Tips on the Academic Elements of a Film Review

The purpose of a critical academic film review is to summarise, critically analyse, evaluate, and place within an academic subject field the film being reviewed. Usually, the marker of the scholarly review will have seen the film and, even if they haven’t, they will probably have some background in the discipline and knowledge of the subject. The review, therefore, is not just a summary of the plot but a critical evaluation or commentary.  The review tells the reader of the significance of the film within the context of the course.
 
Producing a critical film review will help you develop various academic writing skills.  These include:
Critical observation/reading. 
To review a film, book or article effectively, you need to become a careful and insightful observer or reader. Critical observational skills are necessary for students at all levels.

Analytical and interpretive skills. 
What message did the film convey? How did the director or actors convey that message? Through what scenes, language, arguments, camera angles? You should be able to analyse, or break apart a text or film to see how its parts create a whole, and to convey an overall vision of that whole.

Evaluation skills.
Is this film an accurate depiction the subject from my course? Is the argument in the film complete? Correct? Convincing? What about the method/technical filming? Is it appropriate? Valid?

Relate the ideas of others to the themes of a subject, and to your own thinking.
A good review connects.  In what way does this film contribute to scholarship? How does that film broaden my understanding of the subject? As the reviewer, you should show how it connects to what is being studied in class.

In conclusion, you are being asked to
• describe or summarise something
• analyse and interpret it
• evaluate it
• relate it to scholarship or to the themes of a course or subject. 

What A Review Is Not

· A review is not a research paper on the subject of the film. For example, your review is not just about the concept of “de-individualisation” but a review of the film.

· A review is not only a summary.  Although it is important to summarise the content, the review is more than just a description. It is an evaluation, a critical analysis, a commentary. Don’t make the mistake of just re-telling the film in your own words. You need to express your interpretation or evaluation.  Do not give a detailed description but provide your own critical analysis and judgement.  

· A review is not just a “personal” response.  Although you can give your personal view, general statements such as “I thought the film was interesting” or “the film was boring” don’t demonstrate your understanding.  These types of comments are not sufficient. You need to explain why the film was interesting? Did it reveal some new data? Was the director trying to produce a boring movie for realism?! etc etc.  

· A review is not a string of quotations.  You might want to use quotations from the dialogue of the film and these may be useful but they do not always explain your thinking or judgements. So use quotations sparingly. 





Tips on the Technical elements of a Film Review 
Summary
Summarise the film for people who haven’t watched it yet. To make this as effective as possible, you can assume that the reader hasn’t seen it either.  As a reviewer, your job is to explain what happened in the film and express whether the filmmaker failed or succeeded. Again, saying you liked or disliked it isn’t a viable comment. Your opinion has to be supported by specific reasons and examples.

Filmmaker
Do a little research on the person who directed the piece. Is that person a controversial figure? Is he/she known for a political stance? Does the filmmaker have a significant background? You might want to devote a paragraph or two to the person behind the movie and their other works in order to establish the significance of the film.

Significance to your class
How does the content of the film fit into your course topic? Is it important for historical accuracy?  Make a note of over-dramatisation. As the film is based on a real life situation are there similarities, differences, or some elements that the film contains that the real account doesn’t etc.

Creative elements
Filmmakers work hard to include creative elements into their motion pictures. How are these elements important to the plot and film in general? For example, costumes, colours, sound effects, camera movements and angles, dialogue/script writing techniques.

Actors
Were the actors realistic? Did they portray the role of a specific character successfully? Did they have good acting skills? Do you believe that some particular actor was the right fit for the role?
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