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MODULE AIM(S)

· To provide students with a range of methodological approaches for using the kind of Medieval documentary and manuscript sources of relevance to the course, both for essays, commentaries and dissertation.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to:  

· show a comprehensive knowledge of classes and types of medieval record sources and critically evaluate their research potential;
· show a comprehensive understanding of and critically evaluate current arguments, interpretations and methodologies surrounding medieval records;
· demonstrate a sophisticated ability to deal with medieval records such as charters that are undated but the date of which may be critical for its research value;
· demonstrate an in-depth understanding of issues related to medieval manuscript illumination, iconography and typology.

CONTENT

The module instructs you in dealing with problems associated with dating medieval documents, and then considers key types of medieval records, such as records of land tenure, records of government, church records, court records, manorial records, and personal records, and explores the issues which you will need to take account of when using them. Using EITHER the manuscripts in the University’s special collections housed in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives as well as the reference collection of catalogues and facsimiles OR the very rich manuscript resources that are available on the internet you will explore aspects of medieval manuscript illumination, and issues of iconography and typology.

Topics studied will be as follows:



1 Medieval records: who, what, why, when, and how to read them.

2 Records and their research value: the life of the elite 

3 Records and their research value: town life and village life 

4 Records and their research value: religious life

5 Medieval manuscript studies: the Bible in the Middle Ages

6 Medieval manuscript studies: the medieval psalter

7 Medieval manuscript studies: books of hours


ASSESSMENT TYPE: PORTFOLIO [3 COMPONENTS]

COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 100% [10% + 60% + 30%]

WORD COUNT: 5000 [500 + 3000 + 1500]

This module has three assessments: 
1. Exercise in converting medieval to modern dates; equivalent to 500 words (10%)
1. One essay of 3000 words (60%)
1. One commentary of 1500 words (30%)

Students may write an essay on manuscript illumination but if so their commentary must be on a documentary source. Students who write their essay on a record source must do their commentary on a manuscript illumination.

1	Exercises in dating records (10%)
For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents. You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used. For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.	

(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering. 
(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
(d)	Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

Essay

1. Discuss the range of types of illustration found in medieval bibles. What functions did such decorations serve?
1. Comment on the nature and function of the illustrations in the Luttrell Psalter.
1. What documentary sources might be used to shed light on rural life in medieval England?
1. Discuss the ways in which charters were transmitted into cartularies. What problems might cartulary copies pose for the historian? You should give some examples.

1. Commentaries (subjects to be chosen in consultation with one of the module tutors)

1. Comment on the significant features of a visual image taken from a medieval book of hours, psalter, bible etc).

1. Comment on the significant features of an extract from a documentary source (e.g. from medieval will, manorial court roll etc).

NOTE: if you answer Essay (a) or (b) you should answer commentary (b). If you answer essay (c) or (d) you should answer commentary (a).

When you submit your work on Moodle please remember to submit all three assessments separately.  The deadlines for 2019-20 is as follows:

23.59 ON FRIDAY 8 MAY: assessment 1 (medieval to modern dates)

[bookmark: _GoBack]23.59 ON FRIDAY 29 MAY: assessments 2 and 3
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