How Sustainability is viewed, discussed and practiced within the climate of our modern culture and societies
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	Sustainability is one of the most important words in our current social climate; It is used every day around the globe in many different industries by a host of different people. The rise in popularity of the words sustainability and sustainable have started to cause it to become a buzzword used by different companies and people for different reasons and to different definitions. This paper is a look into how the world views sustainability, has tried to tackle issues with the environment and help people learn and understand how they could help the environment through their actions. I will admit a personal bias before going further, for I believe that people, organizations and governments could do more towards having more environmentally sustainable practices.
	To start, it's important to understand what the scientific community defines sustainability as. "The definition of “sustainability” is the study of how natural systems function, remain diverse and produce everything it needs for the ecology to remain in balance. It also acknowledges that human civilisation takes resources to sustain our modern way of life (1). There are countless examples throughout human history where a civilisation has damaged its own environment and seriously affected its own survival chances (some of which Jared Diamond explores in his book Collapse: How Complex Societies Choose to Fail or Survive (10)). Sustainability takes into account how we might live in harmony with the natural world around us, protecting it from damage and destruction."1. This definition explores a lot of what sustainability is. It says that sustainability is about the ecosystem itself where human interaction is a factor in the survival and maintenance of the environment.  It  allows for a rather narrow meaning of sustainability and a well defined one too. It is very little about humans specifically but acknowledges that humans are a large factor in it, as we are part of the environment and ecosystem that it talks about, this is important because it then allows that sustainability of the environment is a thing that would exist without human input in the same way that climate change would exist but be far less radical if it were not for human input. It is undeniable that we have a role in the sustainability and health of our environment, a clear example is the Great Barrier Reef and it's decline due to human behaviour2.
	This is opposed by the definition that: "Environmental Science. the quality of not being harmful to the environment or depleting natural resources, and thereby supporting long-term ecological balance."3 Both definitions are about the ecology and environment but one implies our impact on the environment far more than the other by stating that it's about depleting natural resources, which is one of the main issues humans are facing. However, the other is about the survival of the environment as a whole with a stress that we are effecting the environment. The difference is almost frivolous but it actually is large. The first definition impresses that sustainability is about balance of the environment by nature but includes the human interaction and, often, harm on the environment whereas the second is specifically calling out what we as humans do.
	What this second definition also does not do that the first does is admit that the sustainability of the environment would be a thing even if humans didn't exist. The earth has gone through 5 extinction events so far4, so it is possible to argue that what we know as the earth would eventually be wiped out by some other event. However true this may be we cannot deny that we have a duty to ourselves and our earth to maintain its harmony as best we can. 
	It's also important to understand that sustainability has meaning outside of science. There is economical sustainability, social sustainability and human sustainability. As well as this important distinction it is also important to remember that not only are we having issues in the short term with human impact on the environment but we are also facing much longer term issues.
	Recently there had arisen the major issue of micro plastics in the ocean. These micro-plastics are causing the death and destruction of many species in the ocean. It is so problematic that micro-plastics have been found in bottled water5. Which, since we do not know the long term effects of ingesting micro-plastics, could be particularly harmful. This is where sensationalized headlines and article titles come into play and have an important role in our society. With the advent of the internet age we are seeing more and more sensationalized headlines that are meant to grab attention and cause people to click on the article, or, at least, share the article on social media. "How meatless shrimp could solve seafood’s sustainability problem"6  is an article that assumes that fixing one issue with one species of animals could fix the sustainability issue within the oceans. This is very narrow minded and ignorant a statement to make, particularly since there are many, more pressing issues that need to be attended to first. If micro-plastics are harmful then we, as a race, have a huge issue to deal with since micro-plastics have been found in so many different sources of water, even ice in the Arctic has been found to contain micro-plastics7.
	As well as this, recently the Argentinean navy  have been one of many world navy's to have sunk fishing ships that have been in their waters fishing illegally8 or under false flags9. This is a big threat to the oceans since fish are unable to breed quick enough to replenish their numbers. As well as this the fishing nets often used in illegal fishing have nets that dreg the ocean floor, ripping up and destroying the environment that the sea life thrives in10. Not only do the animals intended to be caught get pulled onto the fishing ships but other animals, such as sharks and dolphins often find themselves in these nets and brought aboard.
	 A lot of these illegal fishing operations are carried out by Chinese companies that evidently do not care about literally dragging up the ocean for food. This is a problem on two levels. Firstly, the demand is there for China to fish so much, secondly, it's a major part of their economy as they supply the world with 67% of the fish that are fished 11. This causes an issue where if they wish to stay economically sustainable they either must put money into other projects and resources while they decline their fishing operations or continue to fish as much as they currently do. 
	With the most populous and most industrial focused country in the world not taking action to stop such illegal and unethical activities it would seem reasonable that other governments of the world would put measures into place to stop such things happening more often or try and persuade the Chinese government to take a stronger stance against over fishing and illegal fishing. However, it seems that the other world governments are not so willing to try and push the Chinese government into a direction that would be better for themselves and the environment, particularly since the rest of the world still imports much of their fish from China, propagating the issue.
	Even though Chinese companies are a large factor in over fishing at the moment other countries are to blame for very unethical and often illegal actions when it comes to fishing too. Norway has, very recently, increased the allowed quota for whale hunting, despite warnings by environmental scientists12. In our own history, the UK had a serious problem with over fishing oysters in the mid 1800s. The rise of train transportation of goods meant it was easier to deliver oysters to London and other largely populated locations which then brought around a lot of over fishing and eventually highly regulated fishing13. The oyster gauge was invented to stop fishing of too young oysters.
	One of the U.N. goals for sustainable development in the next 15 years is "Responsible consumption and production."14. This is a lofty goal and has been set very late, considering how long issues with the environment have been know they have taken a long time to react with a goal that is very open ended.
	However, the same goal was on the previous list of goals by the U.N. in 2000 15 which clearly shows that they are not using the word as a buzz word and have, publicly, been trying to push a goal for sustainability since then too. However, their goal is rather open ended and left up to debate on whether or not they have truly achieved it. The problems of sustainability are woven into our society. It's hard to be more environmentally conscious and protective when your survival and health is based on your work, your work and your work requires copious amounts of traveling or use of materials.
	They admit that poverty has an effect on people's ability to be less harmful to the environment due to need of materials - "Environmental degradation can undermine efforts aimed at sustainable development and therefore the Millennium Development Goals, as the rural poor, in  particular, often depend on the natural resource base for their livelihoods."16. This is a very aware statement that they make. It is true that people who are in worse positions in terms of wealth and/or resource availability will be more like to resort to using less sustainable materials for their survival. If a person or group of people can only through building shelter out of an endangered species of tree it won't be a choice if they should use that tree or not. It is understandable in such situations to use dwindling resources for survival.
	They go on to admit that their goals are to work hand in hand with issues with poverty and environmental decay to create a better future where both issues are solved hand in hand as they have a lot of cross over. "Integrating poverty and environmental concerns into  the mainstream of  development policy, planning and investments therefore remains an urgent priority"13. So it shows that they understand that environmental issues are not bound alone to the environment but also to issues pertaining to wealth, access to materials etc., which are things that are often over looked. 
 	This all goes to show that sustainability is a large issue within our current climate. It is with us every day and the whole world is involved in it. Even though it may look like humanity is not doing enough to help the environment be sustainable every day new measures come into place and more people are taking an active role in making sure that we secure the future for ourselves and the animals and the plant life of the earth.
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