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Stereotypes is when “the belief the gender population has that all people in a group share a single characteristic” Despite the effort to stop stereotypes it Is still happening to this day. Through the recent year’s stereotypes have blown up hugely and these assumptions can be based on your gender. gender stereotypes are complex ad they originate from the traditions that have gone on for decades and your local culture. Children learn what men and women behaviour is through the media, school, friends and family. Stereotypes have an effect on both genders young people will get messages of how boys and girls should look, behave and play. It was commonly said that girls will have a better education achievement than a boy will, and many people believed in this stereotype and it affected children in education. The stereotypes were the girls are the more intelligent and more able to succeed than the boys because the boys are boisterous and like to misbehave. However, as the years have gone on it is clear them stereotypes are not true “as we can see there has been an upward trend for both girls and boys with an increase in attainment of nine percentage points amongst girls and ten percent amongst boys”. Nowadays you will find that fewer girls leave with no qualifications, though it was not always this way. “as DiPrete has pointed out, the reversal of girls and boy’s educational success makes the gender gap in education a fascinating topic for sociological students”. Claudia Buchmann and DiPrete has taken on a number of studies exploring access to college, high school completion, competition and success at college and the role of the family background and returns to education for men and women, they looked into all these areas to answer the questions with success between boys and girls in education. Girls use to lag behind boys during education but then the tables turned so they wanted to look at why the tables were turned. There was a major feminist focus on trying to understand why this this was the case. They found that figures that implied that in the 1960s and 1970s boys were entered for and then took more o levels than girls and this is why figures looking at why girls weren’t doing as well as boys were misleading and complicated as there were different rates of exam entry, later on when there was an even amount of each gender that entered it indicated that girls were not performing as badly as what was suggested. 
Schools are a good place for gender socialisation because children spend large amounts of time around other peers in education. On the other hand, there is also a lot of gender stereotyping in school “45% of people said that when they were children they experienced gender stereotyping as they were expected to behave in a certain way. Stereotyping in childhood has wide ranging and significant negative consequences for both women and men, with more than half 51% of people effected saying it constrained their career choices”. The problem with education is teachers directly influence gender differentiation, this can be done unintentionally but some teachers provide girls and boys with different opportunities and feedback. There are three different ways that teachers gender stereotype and prejudices shape their class behaviour. The first would be teachers often model gender stereotypical behaviour an example of this would be a female teacher showing math phobic behaviours. The second thing teachers tend to do is exhibit differential expectations for boys and girls where they may have a dress up corner for the girls which contains girly clothes and then for the boys a cars corner. Thirdly teachers facilitate gender biases, they do this by believing gender is important and use it to label and organise the pupils. Up until recent years females use to avoid STEM subjects, this was down to the fact there was a negative and stereotyped perception on it. Stem subjects are science, technology, engineering and mathematics, these are still seen my many as male subjects which may make women less interested in pursuing stem as a career or doing it in school as they may feel embarrassed or as if they will not be able to do the job as well as a male. A fixed mindset is when a person believes that intelligence is static, a growth mindset is when a person believes that intelligence can be developed and having this mindset leads to a list of positive things for example they will want to learn more, take on new challenges, learn from the criticism and be inspired by the success of someone else. When females have a fixed mindset and believe that they only have a fixed amount of intelligence then they are likely to lose confidence in themselves and they will believe they don’t have the strength in stem subjects as males do no matter how hard they try, before they have tried. Parents and teachers could teach that from a young age it is normal for both genders to do whatever they feel during education, some things a teacher could do to encourage girls to do stem subjects are having photo on the wall of a girl doing that subject, have a female teacher for the stem or the children being able to see their role models do the same, a UK study found that “the number of UK girls interested in STEM increases when they have role models compared to those who do not”. 
Another major factor that has a huge influence on a person’s experience in education is their ethnicity. This influences a child’s and adults experiences of education a varies of reasons, some of the reasons are things such as, professional employment, academic achievement, parental involvement, social interactions, assessment issues and curriculum development. The ethnic differences in educational achievement are clearly visible. Different ethnic groups to some extent have their own subcultures and their own norms and values. The language difference between different ethnic group does also have an impact on educational attainment, refugees and immigrants would find the education system very hard to succeed in. Students who struggle with the language will have a short attention span as they will not understand what is being taught but this is not their fault. Children from a different ethnic group will find their parents are in similar situations with learning the language which may bring on the language more for the child but then you may find their housing may be poor making this much more difficult for them as they will not have the facilities at home to provide them with adequate learning resources which are essential if you are learning a new language and trying to teach yourself the majority of it. Even though the country has turned politically correct you will find certain teachers can be unintentionally racist as they may have a stereotypical view about a certain ethnic community. Racism does still go on in the classroom even though schools are legally obligated to have an anti-race policy as well as the teachers being trained in equality legislation. “research in primary and secondary education has shown a high number of white teachers having conflict with African Caribbean pupils”. With this still happening it is making black boys want to not try during education as they will think there is no point in them trying to learn if their teacher is ‘racist’. Government statistic shows that white and Asians on average do better than black pupils with their educational achievement. Cultural deprivation theorists also argue that this may be due to the fact black children do not have the attitudes and values to promote educational achievement, they believe that black people have a live for today attitude which leaves the child at a disadvantage when the child is in education. 
 “According to Gillborn and Yodel (2000) teachers had ‘rationalised expectations’. These were based on the assumption that black students were exposed to more disciplined problems and behaviour viewed as challenging authority”. Then because of this black students felt as if teachers were picking on them which then put them off the educational habitus and the determination to succeed. Teachers negative stereotype about black people caused them to be in a lower set class then students with the same ability simply because they were stereotyped, and teachers believed because of this stereotype of misbehaving they may bring the rest of the class down and therefore would keep them in a lower set without taking into account what they are capable of. It was also argued that black boys were seen as a threat so were therefore labelled negatively which would then lead to them being excluded, this Is not so common in recent years, but this did use to happen. It was also looked into how many excluded people achieve five or more GCSEs, one in five people achieved five or more but it was argued black people suffer from unrecorded unofficial exclusions and internal exclusions. Sociologists have criticised this theory as they believe that whilst racism is still going on in education to a certain extent it is not going on enough to prevent these individuals from succeeding, it was believed that in order to shape the difference with educational achievement there needs to be a change in the factors that are external from school. One of the factors which explains the ethnic differences with educational attainment is cultural deprivation this is based on the fact that cultures of different ethnic minorities do not have the values, knowledge, skills and norms which are essential with the education system in order to achieve, an example of this is that black children are socialised into subculture with the live for today attitude and the education system has tried to tackle this attitude but it is difficult when it is what they are born into these norms and therefore it is down to them to change. 
A vital element of schools is to improve the levels of attainment for the underperforming groups of people in school. The reasons have been looked at to why these certain groups of pupils are under achieving and it Is not always their fault during education there is a lot of labelling and this is not only done by the pupils but by the teachers also. Overall the message from this essay is to state the fact that there is no simple explanation for ethical and gender differences in educational achievement. Ethnic minority groups such as Chinese pupils have levels of attainment which is above the average of UK white groups which shows white people are also following their norms and in poverty as majority of children born into poverty will stay in poverty as they believe they can not escape it and get onto higher education so therefore will not try to the best of their ability whilst their time at education. Similarly to pupils from the UK, pupils from different ethnic backgrounds such as black or Pakistanis students have a high percentage of pupils who are from a working class background, a lot of these are also in poverty which then leads to their ethnicity affecting their class and then their class has an effect on their ability to achieve during education. When looking at how gender effects a pupils educational attainment you can see that there are two main influences on this which are the teachers and the pupils this can be done unintentionally or intentionally but it is obvious through all the study that it does in fact have a large impact on how well a pupil does during their time at education. Feminists are a reason for gender differences with educational achievement in a positive way as they have encouraged the girls ambition and widened their life choices such as doing a STEM subject which has encouraged many females to work hard and prove people wrong leading to them achieve during education 
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