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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Within this essay I will outline an incident that I attended whereby an individual was a victim of a crime which also involved anti-social behaviour. I will discuss how I played a significant role within the investigation of the incident and how I dealt with the victim of the crime. Firstly, it is important to define and what is recognised as a victim within the Criminal Justice System, “a person who has suffered harm, including physical, mental or emotional harm or economic loss which was directly caused by a criminal offence” (Ministry of Justice, 2022b, p. 3). Under the victim’s code, victims are entitled to certain rights and entitlements and some victims are entitled to an enhanced service which is dependent on the seriousness of the crime (Bryant and Bryant, 2021). Furthermore, in relation to this essay it is significant to identify anti-social behaviour and how it affects the community. The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (Legislation.gov, 2023) defines anti-social behaviour and encompasses varying different crimes which can coincide with anti-social behaviour. Ultimately it is defined as behaviour by a person which is likely to cause harassment, alarm, or distress to another person. Due to the definition being so broad it can be difficult to identify instances of anti-social behaviour, due to its subjective nature, what may be deemed as anti-social behaviour to one person may be deemed as acceptable behaviour by another (Home Office, 2004). On the other hand, the positives of the definition being so broad is that it encompasses a wide range of behaviours. These behaviours are not limited to but do include substance misuse, nuisance behaviour, noise, abandoned vehicles, vandalism, graffiti, and littering (Home Office, 2004). These behaviours can be categorised into personal anti-social behaviour, nuisance anti-social behaviour and environmental anti-social behaviour (Metropolitan Police, 2023). Anyone can experience anti-social behaviour and it can affect different people in different ways. The impacts of anti-social behaviour can include some if not all the following: not being able to sleep, feeling anxious, not feeling safe in your own home, wanting to move, and changing your daily routine to avoid problems (Victim Support.org, 2023). Reporting anti-social behaviour can take a lot of time and energy and often victims are required to keep a diary of things that keep happening to record the incidents (Victim Support.org, 2023). With regards to the policing incident which I will be discussing throughout this essay, it is important to consider the definition of anti-social behaviour and the varying effects it can have on different individuals. Furthermore, I will explore the different approaches by professionals and the police with regards to supporting victims which are vulnerable and at risk of further harm.

The incident that I will be referring to throughout the essay involves a female victim of assault due to confronting three young males smoking cannabis in the communal area of the block of flats in which she lives. The three males were smoking a controlled drug within the communal area of the flat block near the front door of the building, this constitutes as anti-social behaviour. The victim and resident of the flat block had been experiencing this issue for several months, however the incident I attended was the first occasion that she reported the concern to the police. The female explained that in the past when she had confronted the youths, they left without issue but on the day in question where she contacted the police, the incident resulted in her being assaulted. The female could not remember the specific details of what occurred as it all happened quickly, however she soon realised returning to her flat that she had been assaulted, this is when she contacted police. The victim had serious bruising and swelling to her forehead and eye, she had bruising to her arm and her shin, and her mobile phone was damaged. The female lived alone and had no family that could be with her overnight or take her to the hospital, so we conveyed her to the hospital. The victim was taken to the hospital to have her injuries assessed as safeguarding her was paramount and my concern was that she had suffered concussion. The victim had also consumed some alcohol on the night of the incident and therefore it was not appropriate to obtain a statement from her at this time. The victim was re-visited a few days later to discuss the incident further and to obtain a statement from her evidencing what had happened and what she could remember of the incident. Whilst obtaining the statement, the victim informed me that after being assessed at hospital she suffered a mild bleed on the brain and a mild concussion because of her injuries. The victim believed that she had recorded a video on her mobile phone which would evidence the individuals responsible for the assault. The victim willing gave her mobile phone and this was provided to the digital media investigation team to download the data from her phone in order to locate the video recorded. This was in the hopes that the persons responsible could be identified. 

After initial attendance at the property on the night of the incident, I made the neighbourhood policing team aware of the matter and asked for officers to make regular patrols near the address and surrounding area and for reassurance visits to the residents and victim. This would consist mainly of Police Community Support Officer (PCSOs) and these officers were formally introduced in 1992 under the Police Reform Act and were rapidly recruited across England and Wales “to engage in visible foot patrol and focus on anti-social behaviour” (Innes, et al. 2020, p. 5). Neighbourhood policing is an approach which was brought into policing practice to increase contact between the police and the public in defined local geographic areas. The aim of this was to make the work of the police more responsive to the needs of local communities and the people in these communities (Innes, et al. 2020). As stated by (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p. 161) “community/neighbourhood policing strategies are particularly important in that no other policing strategy has such potential to engender community cohesion and confidence and reduce the fear of crime.” Including the neighbourhood policing team for this incident was crucial as they focus on issues surrounding anti-social behaviour and it was important for them to help with community engagement and reduce fear of a similar incident happening to another resident within the building. This was quickly established when PCSOs attended the property after the incident and residents were spoken to and reassured. It is evident that engaging with the local community increases confidence and trust in police forces across England and Wales with the “added potential of enhancing a community intelligence ‘feed’” (Innes, et al.2020, p. 6). Intelligence-led policing which is carried out by the neighbourhood policing team is important in creating a safer neighbourhood in which individuals live in. The College of Policing (2023b) provides guidance on the importance of engaging with communities in order to secure trust and confidence of residents and that “foot patrol is the building block” of doing this and of neighbourhood policing (Longstaff, 2015, p. 3). A study conducted by Donna Brown in 2013 identified that police community support officers in Dundee were successful in building relationships with young people and in turn, “in restoring young people’s relationships with public space and members of their communities” (Brown, 2013, p. 552). This shows the huge positive effects that neighbourhood policing teams can have on communities and building relationships with young people. In order to do this, neighbourhood policing teams use different policing models to deliver local policing within England and Wales, one namely being a problem-solving approach. This can include models such as problem-orientated policing and hot-spot policing. 

The concept problem-orientated policing was developed to tackle problems in communities and was introduced to be proactive instead of reactive, being reactive is common in response policing (Bryant and Bryant, 2021). Neighbourhood policing use proactive problem-solving approaches such as problem-orientated policing and the problem analysis triangle. It is important to note that “problem solving approaches are unlikely to be used in response to an isolated incident and are generally used to address long-term issues, where the same problem recurs” (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p. 166). Therefore, using these approaches are important when dealing with repeat victims of anti-social behaviour. It was appropriate for a problem-orientated policing approach used for this policing incident as the victim disclosed that the anti-social behaviour is a reoccurring problem for her and the residents of the building. The problem analysis triangle is also very useful when dealing with reoccurring incidents of the same problem. It provides solutions to the problem such as protecting the victim through crime prevention or target hardening measures, providing surveillance or additional patrols in the location concerned and targeting or persuading offenders to cease their disruptive activities (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p.165). Additionally, alongside problem-orientated policing, hotspots policing is useful for targeting resources in small geographical areas where there are high concentrations of crime. Combining this with measures to reduce the opportunities for committing crime increases the impact hotspot policing has on crime reduction (Longstaff, 2015). Using these methods and models have been evidenced as increasingly useful when combatting community issues relating to crime and anti-social behaviour.

In terms of different approaches by professionals and policing supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm, it is key to discuss the function of Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs). MARACs were originally introduced as a response to intimate partner violence, but these conferences have been introduced in order to develop a more effective management of risk in relation to anti-social behaviour. These meetings now identify specific tasks which can be undertaken by agencies involved in the meeting to protect vulnerable and repeat victims of anti-social behaviour (Donoghue, 2013). These conferences alongside with current policing models used within neighbourhood policing are effective ways in reducing crime and anti-social behaviour in local areas and therefore aim to reduce repeat victimisation. The College of Policing (2023a) provides a crime reduction toolkit which summarises the best available research evidence on what works to reduce crime, which emphasises the importance of evidence-based policing. Evidence-based policing “put simply means making changes to existing practices, or introducing new initiatives, and measuring the difference the changes make, to see whether they are effective” (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p. 150). Within recent years and namely the 21st century, it has been clear that evidence-based approaches to policing being used has improved decision-making (Boulton, 2020) and the main aim of this evidence-based research is to aid decision-making and policy-making by the police and different partnership agencies and organisations (Bryant and Bryant, 2021). 

Unfortunately, for the policing incident I attended the males responsible for the assault were not identified, but the victim informed me that police community support officers had been attending the area regularly. Reassurance visits were made which strengthened morale in the community and kerbed the fear of the crime occurring again. The victim informed me that the youths had been using various items to wedge the communal doors open which was allowing them access to the building. The neighbourhood policing team would remove these items when conducting patrols and spoke to all residents within the flat block give words of advice for them to do the same. Providing surveillance to the area deterred the offenders from the area and ultimately created a safer neighbourhood for the local people. Neighbourhood policing is the most effective form of policing when dealing with anti-social behaviour and providing a proactive response to repeat victims of the same problems and crimes within the community. 
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 






























Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 
Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

Within this essay I will outline a domestic abuse incident that I attended which was complex and how I played a significant role within the investigation. Firstly, it is important to discuss the law surrounding domestic abuse. The Domestic Abuse Act became law in April 2021 which outlines the offence and its aims to transform the way in which police and other organisations respond to domestic abuse, to help prevent offending, to protect victims of domestic abuse and ensure that victims have the support that they need. When domestic abuse is referred to in broader terms it is “an abuse of power by one partner, predominantly but not always the male, against the other partner, usually a female” (Francis, Loxton, and James, 2017, p. 2203). This is not exact in all instances of domestic violence, the perpetrator can be a female and the victim can be a male. Domestic abuse causes serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of crime. The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) saw that police in England and Wales recorded 1,500,369 domestic abuse-related incidents and crimes for the year end March 2022. Which resulted in a 7.7% increase of domestic abuse-related crimes recorded compared with the year ending March 2021. The CSEW believes this continued trend of increased recording of domestic abuse-related crimes could be potentially due to the increased willingness of victims wanting to come forward and report these crimes (Office for National Statistics, 2022). However, it can be a challenging inner debate for a victim to decide whether to seek help from the police as well as other services, concerning domestic abuse. A study conducted in 2007 by Ida Johnson evidenced that victims consider many factors before contacting the police in a domestic violence situation whereby they weigh up the benefits and costs of doing so. Victims experience fear for the repercussions of contacting the police and that the abuse may escalate as a result of seeking help, especially due to the perpetrator being released twenty-four hours after arrest (Johnson, 2007). Baldry and Seiber (2016, p. 323) state, it is fair to say that domestic abuse is a challenging aspect of policing and affects all policing organisations across the world. This is due to the intricate nature of the crime itself:

“Domestic violence encompasses all acts of physical, sexual, psychological, or economic violence that occur within the family or domestic unit or between former or current spouses or partners, irrespective of whether the perpetrator shares or has shared the same residence with the victim” (Margherita et al. 2021, p. 54).

This definition of the crime demonstrates the multitude of relationships and situations where persons will find themselves in regarding a domestic incident. Regularly victims or perpetrators do not recognise that the relationship they are in is abusive and this is commonly referred to as the culture of pretence. The culture of pretence is discussed in a study carried out in 2017 by Lyn Francis, Deborah Loxton and Colin James. In addition to this, often the perpetrator does not understand that their actions are harmful when in a relationship, as this can sometimes be learned behaviour form their childhood. Witnessing family violence or alcohol abuse as a child or being victim to child maltreatment can significantly be associated with physical spousal abuse (Bevan and Higgins, 2002). Moreover, some victims do not recognise that the way in which they are being treated by their partner is not healthy. As evidenced by (Francis, Loxton, and James, 2017, p. 2202) “women did not always acknowledge or realise their relationship was precarious and often denied or minimised the abuse to cope with the domestic violence.” It is pertinent to acknowledge this when discussing the relationship with a victim and as they may realise the abuse which can be very difficult. Often victims are not willing to cooperate with police about an incident and there can be many varying factors and reasons why this can be so. Francis, Loxton, and James (2017, p. 2202) evidence that “the barriers that impede women from disclosing abuse and taking action to end domestic violence are complex and varied between participants.” These barriers will be discussed throughout this essay, and I will include different crimes individuals are victim to as a result of being in an abusive relationship. I will encompass the difficulties that surround domestic abuse within this essay and particularly in relation to the policing incident that I attended.

The incident that I will be referring to throughout the essay involves a male victim of domestic abuse from his female partner. The abuse that he was victim to involved emotional, physical, and financial abuse and therefore evidenced that the male was a victim of controlling and coercive behaviour along with other crimes. These crimes included false imprisonment, physical abuse amounting to common assault and economic abuse involving theft of jewellery and money. South Wales Police became aware of the incident due to a local estate agent raising concerns about the male attending the office in the company of his partner. The female, as reported by the estate agency, forced the male get rid of the solicitor appointed for the sale of his property in favour of speeding up the sale, which raised concerns. In addition to this, the male attended the office alone on another occasion asking alarming questions about his relationship with his partner and asking the estate agent’s opinion on whether he should marry the female. From initial attendance at this incident, the nature of the relationship was concerning as it was apparent that the female was manipulating the male and taking advantage of him as she was aware that he had inherited a lot of money from the recent death of his mother. The female was also aware that the male had inherited the family home which would sell for a considerable amount of money. Therefore, it was believed that the female was interfering with the sale of the property for this purpose. I deemed the female was exploiting the male for his money as changes had also been made to his will and testament as a result, all the males’ possessions and properties would be left to the female, even though they were not married and had only been in a relationship a few months. 

The reasons behind why this incident was complicated was due to the males’ vulnerabilities. A person being vulnerable can amount to many different things, “some adults are deemed to be vulnerable due to a mental, physical, or learning disability, age or illness” and it was my perception that the male suffered with a learning disability (Bryant and Bryant, 2020, p. 312). Due to these vulnerabilities a public protection notice (PPN) had been submitted which had summarised the vulnerabilities of the victim. This notice once submitted gets sent to the public protection unit (PPU) to assess the risk and is then shared to partnerships such as health, social services and third sector organisations (HMIC, 2015). The notice is often shared with a Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) in the local area which provides support for children and adults who are at risk. In this instance, the notice was shared to the Dyn Project, which is a service that provides support and information for men in domestic abuse relationships (dynwales.org, 2014). A joint visit was arranged with a support worker from the Dyn Project and was present for the disclosures made by the male of the abusive relationship. The vulnerabilities of the male were apparent when conversing about the disclosures he was making as he did not seem to understand or realise the seriousness of the abuse he was a victim of. The male struggled to focus on one incident at a time and he continued to say throughout the conversation that he loved the female and that he still intended on marrying her despite all that she had done. This is common amongst domestic abuse relationships as victims often still love their abuser despite everything. This can sometimes be referred to as Stockholm Syndrome. The term Stockholm Syndrome was first used in 1973 as “a psychological condition in which hostages or victims of kidnappings sometimes develop positive feelings towards their captors, on whom they depend for their survival, especially after being released” (Colman, 2015, p. 425). Although this definition specifies victims of kidnappings, studies have found that Stockholm Syndrome can be found in any interpersonal relationships (Logan, 2018). Ultimately, many victims still love their abuser as they may depend on the abuser for many different things such as, financial stability and social support (Heron, Eisma, and Browne, 2022). Additionally, it is important to consider that many male victims struggle to recognise and accept that they are being abused and their victimisation and male victims often feel shame and fear that they will not be believed (Hine et al, 2020).  

Due to the complexities of the incident, I realised that it was not suitable to obtain a written statement from the male, it was clear to me that the male would need either to have an appropriate adult present for the statement or to be video interviewed to obtain his evidence. Achieving Best Evidence (ABE) is the video-recorded interview process for vulnerable and intimidated victims and witnesses (Ministry of Justice, 2022a). I believed arranging an ABE interview would be more appropriate considering the circumstances and the inconsistencies in the disclosures being made by the male victim. The female was arrested for controlling and coercive behaviour, in the first instance and this would be re-evaluated once full circumstances could be established and clarified during the ABE interview. As a standalone offence, controlling and coercive behaviour is a complex crime and can be difficult to prove evidentially. The Serious Crime Act 2015 documents the crime coercive control and outlines how the crime is committed. Coercive or controlling behaviour does not relate to a single incident, it is a purposeful pattern of behaviour which takes place over time in order for one individual to exert power, control and coercion over another (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). A model known as the Duluth Power and Control Wheel demonstartes how many factors combine together in order to coercively control another person. The model depicts eight nonphysical abusive behaviours which are then encompassed by physical and sexual violence, (Burge, 2016) and these are the originating tactics used to commit domestic abuse (Domestic Abuse Intervention Programs, 2017). Although the original power and control wheel is gender specific there have been many studies which have explored and developed new versions of the wheel. These versions “can be used in practice with all victims/survivors of domestic violence and abuse regardless of sexuality or gender” (Donovan and Hester, 2014, p. 195). In any case of controlling and coercive behaviour, every effort should be made to gather all relevant evidence which is inclusive of the cumulative impact on the victim. The Crown Prosecution Service recognises that it may be particularly difficult for some disabled or vulnerable people to gather evidence. In addition to this, as stated by the Crown Prosecution Service (2022), even where there is a decision to take no further action, prosecutors ask police officers to advise the victim to take steps to gather records and evidence to support any future investigation. This shows there is an expectation from the victim to gather much of the evidence themselves which can have a large impact on the victim. 

The challenges I faced during this domestic incident were ultimately due to the complexity of the crime controlling and coercive behaviour, the further disclosures made by the victim and the vulnerabilities he faced. This made the incident more intricate and required further support from third party agencies. A support worker from the Dyn Project attended a joint visit at the address but it was apparent that the male did not want support or more so that he did not realise that he needed it. I needed to ensure that the male was appropriately safeguarded but I feared that he would return to the relationship. This is often a challenge faced in all domestic abuse incidents, victims want to stay in these unhealthy relationships as they feel they have nowhere else to go or support from anyone else. Moreover, the fact that the male needed an ABE interview created a challenge as these cannot be achieved quickly, as they take time to organise and facilitate as only specially trained police officers can conduct these interviews. This meant the investigation into the offences before the female was interviewed were not complete and resulted in the female being released from custody with bail conditions for the outstanding actions to be conducted. The male did not understand this process and still attended her address after she had been released. This complicated the whole incident further as the male wanted to be back with his partner and after time the male withdrew all complaints and disclosures made. To conclude, domestic violence is a complex crime in all aspects of policing due to the relationships between the persons involved in the incident. This can affect a person’s realisation of the situation they are in due to being emotionally invested in the relationship. 
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Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 

















Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
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