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The historical developments that have shaped Events and Festivals.

[bookmark: _Toc53954739]Introduction to the history of events and Festivals
Event have long played part of the Human culture and sociological interactions. In most societies a slight excuse could be a catalyst for a celebration or event. Many prehistoric events were organised around Rituals or Religions (Parry A. S., Successful Event Management, 2013). One of the earliest recorded examples of a music festival was the Pythian Games, Delphi. The event was organised to honour the God of Music, Apollo in around the 6th century, it’s thought to be a precursor to the Olympic games (PAAM, 2013).
Prehistoric events, such as Carnivals, Festivals and Fairs were generally organised to signify a religious event, such as Christmas, many of these events continue today, even in countries where religion is no longer considered as important as it once was. 
(Parry A. S., Sucsessful events management, 2013)

In 1876, King Ludwig II alongside composer Richard Wagner created the Bayreuth Festival. Bayreuth received a start-up grant from the crown and was attended by King Ludwig, alongside Dom Pedro III From Brazil. Adolf Hitler used the event to warn of the upcoming war between Germany and the UK. Today, the event is held in a specially designed venue known as the Festspielhaus Theatre, and people have to purchase tickets years in advance. (PAAM, 2013)

1961 saw the inauguration of the Reading Festival, one of the first large scale pop festivals in the world and is thought to be a catalyst for the modern music festival, with multiple stages, camping and many varying forms of entertainment, from music to workshops. (Tom, 2018) 

The Isle of White Festival started from a series of smaller festivals between 1968 and 1970, in 1970 the festival lasted 5 days. In 2002, Music Promotor John Giddings re-booted the festival and it has taken place every year since in Newport. (Isle of White Festival, n.d.)

The emergence of the music festival scene was born in the UK, however in 1969 one of the first large scale modern music festivals was held outside the UK. Woodstock, in New York and saw around 500,000 guests attend, making it the biggest music festival. Woodstock, was originally supposed to be held in Wallkill, New York however the city officials backed out and the organisers had to find a new venue Bethel, New York was selected as the new venue. Woodstock, was closely associated with the 1960’s counter culture. (history, 2013)

1970, saw the first official Glastonbury Festival, hosted in Pilton by Michael Eavis, then known as the Pilton Pop and Blues Festival, the inaugural event was attended by around 1,500 people and was a financial disaster for the Eavis’s. The following year, Michael decided to run the event again, this time with a new stage, known as the pyramid which also acted as a Cow Shed. The 1971 event was free for guests to attend and was primarily paid for by sponsorships. Between 1970 and 1980, the festival was running sporadically, and much like Woodstock and Glastonbury are synonymous with the counterculture of the 1960’s. Since 1980, the festival has been held every year, with a fallow year to allow the locals, land and event managers a break every 5 years. (Hobson, 2019) The festival is now the largest greenfield festival in the world, and over 200,000 people attended in 2019. (Glastonbury Festival, 2019).

The 90’s and noughties have seen a huge explosion of new festivals, and a huge increase in popularity. Festivals have become fashionable, and not just something for the Counterculture to attend. According to Statista, over 5 million people attended a festival in 2018, a large increase from 2017, where around 4 million people attended festivals. However, less people attended concerts in 2018 than they did in 2017. (statista, 2020)

[bookmark: _Toc53954740]The different types of planned and organised events
Events are generally defined into 4 main categories’ depending on their nature, and how they are organised. Some types of event may fit into more than one category.

[bookmark: _Toc53954741]Leisure Events

According to the Australian Council for Health leisure can be defined as “Leisure is a state of mind which ordinarily is characterised by un-obligated time and willing optimism.” (Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation/Royal Australian Institute of Parks and Recreation, 1980)
Parry describes Leisure in the context of events as events that are planned for recreational purposes, such as Music Festivals, Concerts, Sporting Events and Arts events. General, Leisure events are organised by companies for a profit. (Parry A. S., 2015). It is believed by the author that Glastonbury Festival would fit into this category. 

[bookmark: _Toc53954742]Personal Events
A Personal Event can be a Life Event, such as a birthday, Anniversary or Wedding, In some cases, they can be ad-hock events that are not formally organised, such as a BBQ with some friends. (Parry A. S., 2015)

[bookmark: _Toc53954743]Organizational Events
Organizational events are event including but not limited to, Charitable Events, Commercial Events, Political Events and Sales led events. Examples can include, Trade Shows, Political Organisations and Corporate Events. (Parry A. S., 2015)

[bookmark: _Toc53954744]Cultural Events
A Cultural event is generally defined as a ceremonial event, Sacred event, Heritage, Arts or Folklore event. They can include events such as Advent Festivals, Music Festivals and Theatre / Dance events. (Parry A. S., 2015)

[bookmark: _Toc53954745]What are the roles played by the Public, Private and Not of Profit Sectors?
The events sector is a very varied and diverse sector, with events of varying disciplines, sectors and types.



	[bookmark: _Toc53954746]Not for Profit
A not for profit event, is generally organised by a voluntary or charitable organisation with the intention of raising funds and awareness or an organisation, supporting the community 
	[bookmark: _Toc53954747]Private
Usually, a private event is commissioned and organised by private sector companies, with the intention of making a profit. Private events can also be non-profit, closed events such as Parties. 
	[bookmark: _Toc53954748]Public
A public event is generally an event organised using public money, in most cases by a unitary, ceremonial or state authority, and in most cases used to promote the country and the countries traditions. 

	Examples:
· Carnival’s
· Community Event
· Charitable Event
· Village Fete’s

	Examples:
· Parties
· Music Festivals
· Corporate Events
· Industry Award Events
	Examples:
· Party Political Events
· Ceremonial Events
· Royal Events
· International Occasions such as the Olympics


(Getz, Event Management & Event Tourism, 2005, p. 191)

Motivators and Sociological factors

Why do people attend events?
People attend events for many differing reasons, and the reason someone attends an event may differ depending on a few factors, including the sociographic, demographic and generational factors.

	Geographic
	Demographic

	· Agricultural events are more likely to be hosted in countryside settings, due to the larger agricultural population in countryside settings. 
· Conventions are more likely to be hosted in Cities, due to the ease of access using public transport links, and the target demographic are generally managerial positions. 
	· The younger generation are more likely to attend Rave or Festival style settings that an elder generation, whereas the older generation may prefer to attend a show style event. 

	Age
	Psychographics

	· The age of the target market may affect the type and style of an event, the way the event is marketed and requirements to run an event. For example, an event aimed at the older generation may require additional ease of access measures than an event aimed at the younger generation. 
	· Psychographics are also a factor that should be taken into account, for example, it’s unlikely someone will attend an industry specific event if they don’t work within that sector. 




Escapism

Escapism can be defined as “a way of avoiding an unpleasant or boring life, especially by thinking, reading, etc.” (Cambridge University Press, 2020)

Events have the ability to take people into a new reality away from their Day to Day life, it’s a stimulant to allow them to relax, forget the worries of their normal and carry them into another dimension. 

Socialising
Events are social occasions that encourage socialising and meeting new like-minded people, and even allow for making long term friends. Events that have many activities, such as festivals are more likely to offer opportunities for social interactions in comparison to spectator events.
(Getz, Event Management and Event Tourism, 2005, p. 169)

The feeling of belonging and wellbeing
Research has shown that a feeling of belonging, gives people a feeling of wellness and a positive impact on mental health. (Barnwood Trust, 2015) The author believes, the 3 leisure sectors, Hospitality, Events and Tourism all have a positive impact on people’s wellbeing and ultimately their mental health and believes events give people a sense of Belonging and Wellbeing.
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