Character Dossier
[bookmark: _Hlk506728561]My character during this module is the satrap of Persia and Media and she is originally from Caria but has been directed by the king to serve as satrap (Briant, 2006, p. 65) of the area due to the recent rebellion by Molon and his brother Alexander who were both defeated. Antiochos, in his wisdom, pardoned the rebel troops who fought with Molon and Alexander and sent them home (Ramsey, 2009, p. 242) meaning that there still may be dissent in the region. Macedonian and Persian in nature, my character has close ties to Persia due the familial ties with the area. My character is a descendent of Artemisia I who was a naval commander in the Persian fleet and fought with Xerxes, Artemisia II who was co-satrap of Caria and Ada of Caria who was adopted by Alexander the Great as a mother (Plut. Alex. 22; Penrose, 2016, p. 172) and who also ruled Caria as satrap.  It is hoped that these connections to both the Achaemenid Empire and the Macedonian Empire will allow the multi-ethnic people of the area to accept the transition and quell any further rebellion in much the same way as Alexander the Great claimed a Persian wife by the name of Roxane and instructed many of his commanders to do the same (Diod. 17.84.1), thereby tying Macedonia and Persia together by marriage and creating a hybridization in culture and identity for many of the people who now reside in the area.
My character’s name is Artemisia and I imagine she is a strong, tall woman with dark hair and a very tanned skin. She grew up in Caria but has always travelled extensively.  Artemisia is not married, attitudes to strong women are not the same in Greece as they seem to ascribe to the idea that women are to be ruled by men! (Aristot. Pol. 1.1254b). Artemisia is very independent, this may be due to the fact that her father is Persian and her mother is Carian. The character’s parents married for love and instilled in her the moral values of equality for all and told her all the stories about the women in her family.  She is well versed in diplomacy, and like her ancestor, been trained to fight. She is not immune to the fact that many other elites may take exception to the fact that she is a woman but feels that if her king has asked her to serve in this capacity he must have his reasons. Artemisia secretly hopes that it is not because he thinks she will kowtow to his every demand if it is not reasonable for the people of her region. She is fair minded above all and like the Persian rulers of old believes in equality, freedom to practice religion of choice and does not believe in the use of slaves; just like the Great King Cyrus (Hassani, 2007). 
As satrap, Artemisia has many duties and the area she governs is large. This is a departure from the norm as satrapies in the Seleucid Empire were usually much smaller in order to try and keep rebellion at bay (Szczepanski, 2017). My character’s main duties are to collect taxes, control the local officials and preside as judge in all matters civil and criminal. It is entirely possible for women to act as satraps and military generals in the Persian territories and prior to my character’s appointment there have been such powerful ruling women as Artemisia I, Artemisia II, Ada I, Mania and Pheretime (Penrose, 2016, p. 182). While this may have been in the past, the king thinks that by stepping back to older customs, it may appease the people and ensure calm. 
Geographically, Persia and Media are central to many trade routes. The road built by our ancestors must be maintained and the waystations manned to ensure the unhindered flow of goods for trade and the easy movement of military personnel. The road is also central to the administrative process for the Seleucid Empire. There would be many reasons that travel would be necessary including but not limited to; orders from the king to be conveyed to a different region, diplomatic efforts, administrative missives between regions and requests for goods or services (Ramsey, 2009, p. 138-139).   My character plans to petition the king for permission to impose a toll to traders on the road in order to pay for its upkeep and the multiple personnel required to man the waystations for the comfort and security of all travellers. 
The territory my character has responsibility for is naturally dry and arid. She will have to ensure that the people and armies have enough food and water, for which she needs to ensure the maintenance of the qanat water system as without significant irrigation the region will be unable to cultivate enough crops to feed the people or the military. Agricultural crops are also one of the mainstays of the economy many fruits and vegetables are grown. These crops are not only used to feed the people and military but are also utilized for trade.  This technology for the qanat system was developed by our ancestors and has allowed Persia to flourish in arid conditions (Daneshmir and Spiridonoff, 2012). 
The character of Artemisia wishes only to maintain stability in the region as this will be the first step to ensure that it will be prosperous for its people and their King, there is change on the horizon and I intend for my character to be champion for all under her care. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is little evidence for Persia and Media under the Seleucid Empire and therefore much of what has been stated has been based on an earlier time in history where we do have evidence.
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