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Session aims

• Explore how to use authentic materials 
for MFL teaching (e.g. news website; 
real photos that contain target 
language/culture; L2 corpus etc.)

• Discuss how to make your MFL 
classroom more inclusive



Select appropriate 
authentic materials

• Choose materials that are 
relevant to the language level 
and interests of your students.

• Consider using a variety of 
authentic materials such as 
newspapers, magazines, 
videos, audio, books, websites, 
social media posts, and 
advertisements.



Start with
Bilingual 
materials







Social Media & 
Entertainment

• Explore social media and 
entertainment related to specific 
topics. Encourage students to 
engage with the content and 
share their opinions. 

• Find online communities, blogs, 
or forums where students can 
interact with native speakers and 
discuss their interests.









Literature & Books

• Introduce authentic MFL
literature appropriate for the 
students' level. This can include 
short stories, excerpts from 
novels, or poetry.

• Discuss the text and its cultural 
context. Explore themes, literary 
techniques, and historical 
background etc.











Signs, menus, ads & commercials

Show commercials or advertisements and ask students to analyse
the vocabulary and persuasive techniques etc.

Discuss the marketing strategies employed and the cultural 
relevance of the ads.

























Newspapers & Magazines

• Provide target language newspapers or 
magazines and assign articles for 
students to read. 

• Discuss current events, cultural topics, 
and the language used in journalism.

• Introduce students to current events 
and cultural discussions in the MFL 
speaking world.







A popular Spanish-language celebrity and lifestyle magazine known for its exclusive 
interviews and photos of royalty and celebrities.



A respected 
German 
newspaper that 
provides in-
depth analysis 
of current 
events and 
cultural topics.



Travel Brochures,
Maps & tickets etc.

• Show travel brochures and 
maps to teach geographical 
and cultural aspects. 

• Plan imaginary trips and 
have students discuss the 
destinations in the target 
language.







National Geographic Kids



Music and Songs

Spanish: Play Spanish songs with lyrics, and ask students to analyse 
the lyrics, discuss the themes, and even translate them. 

German: Use German songs for the same purpose. Pay attention to 
songs that are currently popular or have cultural significance.



Intercultural activity/exploration

Authentic materials often 
offer insights into the 
culture of the target 

language speakers. Use 
these materials as a 

springboard for discussing 
cultural nuances, 

customs, and 
perspectives.

Highlight and analyse key 
vocabulary, idiomatic 

expressions, and 
sentence structures in the 

authentic material. 
Discuss their usage and 

context.

Design follow-up 
activities. E.g. Discussion 

questions or debates, 
role play scenarios, 
creating their own 

content in the target 
language, inspired by 

the authentic material.







Movies and TV Shows

Spanish: Show Spanish-language 
movies or TV shows with 
subtitles. Afterward, hold 

discussions or writing assignments 
about the plot, characters, and 

cultural references.

German: Use German-language 
films or TV series to expose 

students to authentic spoken 
language and cultural nuances.



Podcasts & Radio Programmes

• Spanish: Introduce students to Spanish-
language podcasts or radio programs that 
cover topics of interest. Have them listen, 
take notes, and then discuss what they've 
heard.

• German: Find German podcasts or radio 
shows that align with students' interests 
or current events, and use them as 
listening comprehension exercises.



Adapt authentic materials to be 

teenager-friendly

• Define specific learning objectives you 
want to achieve with the authentic 
materials, such as improving listening 
comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, 
or cultural understanding.

• Pre-screen the material to ensure it is 
suitable for MFL students’ age and 
proficiency level. Identify any 
challenging vocabulary or concepts that 
may need clarification.



Provide/explain the authentic contexts

Introduce the authentic material by giving students some background information 
about the topic, the author, or the source.

Bring in authentic objects or items from Spanish and German culture, such as 
clothing, food, or traditional crafts. Use these to spark discussions about culture 
and daily life.

Invite students watch a video clip, read an article, or listen to a podcast segment. 
Then ask them to summarise, discuss, or answer questions about what they've 
seen or heard.
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