Appendices

	Date and time, year group: 
26th July 2023, Year 4, St Thomas Primary School.

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Classroom video. Observing Year 4 in St Thomas Primary School. They are learning about inferences and how to make inferences. 

AOLE- Languages, literacy and communications.

Topic- inferences.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The children were asked to volunteer to read the learning objectives aloud, from the board. It seemed that the teacher kept choosing students from the lower ability group to read the objectives. A learner from one of the higher ability tables wanted to volunteer to participate in class so, he put his hand up and kept it up for a long period of time, despite the fact that the teacher was not choosing him to read from the board. 
There were a few instances where the learner kept his hand up. It happened when they were asked to volunteer to share their ideas and work. Still, he was not chosen to speak. Again, when they were completing an independent task, the same learner put his hand up to gain the teacher’s attention. It was a while until the teacher eventually, attended to the child which meant that his hand was up for a long time before even attempting the task.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I could focus on why the lower ability table was chosen time and time again to read the objectives that were shown on the white board and the majority of other children were not. Especially, the higher ability groups. 

I could discuss keeping the attention of children and some facts behind it. Look into research as to why children lose interest and the attention span of young students in school. 

I could discuss why the tables are divided based on ability and the strengths and weaknesses of grouping based on ability and mixed ability grouping. 

I could mention well-being and how this critical incident can have a negative effect on the learner. Also, I would discuss ways in which this can be avoided and the importance of having a postive influence on a learner’s wellbeing.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This specific group of higher ability boys is right at the back and in the corner; out of the direct eye of the teacher. This could impact the attitudes of the students and cause the teacher to not notice the lerner with his hand up. 

The main distraction in this instance, would be the learner concentrating on keeping his hand up rather than the task at hand. 

In addition to this, the task introduces props (shoes) that the children are using to make inferences. It was clear that the pupils found this exciting which proved to be a little bit distracting from the task.

It could be said that the learner was not made aware of the instructions to the task which is why he needed further help. However, I feel that the learner was more focused on keeping his hand up rather than listening carefully, to the intructions of the task. This could be why he had his hand up, seeking help. This proves the incident to be critical. 
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