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Blaenavon Industrial Revelation
Distinctness and Regeneration  
Jenna Jackson:1907875
The purpose of this assignment is to illustrate the distinctiveness of Blaenavon located in the upper end of Avon Llwyd valley, South Wales. Known as the famous ‘big pit’, which was the old coal mine located in Blaenavon, it has significance of historical legacy of its coal mine and iron works. And known as the world's most famous producer of iron making and coal mining production in the 18th and 19th century and 20th century, which is rather intriguing. The shafts at pig pit were originally known as Kearsley's pit, which was to the depth of 200 ft by the Blaenavon company in 1860, it was then becoming known as ‘Big pit’ because of its unusually large elliptical shaft size. 
The major preserved sites of Blaenavon ironworks and big pit is now the national mining museum of Wales and hold a lot of history from nineteenth century dwellings, which is full of fascinating historical objects and very interesting projects that are rather inspiring and most enjoyable. 
The historical museum and the mining exhibition facilities captivates a journey around a selection of its original underground, enabling visitors to explore the history education and entertainment of big pits mining and ironworks. 
These facilities now enable the public and tourists to have the experience to explore the history of the underground mine, going 300 feet underground down into the coal mine leaded by a qualified miner who takes you around and explains the history of the tour, explaining what life was like for those worked down in the big pit coal mine back in the nineteenth and twentieth century. 

The visitors who participate in the underground tour must follow safety rules and regulations, which include wearing all safety equipment provided by personal minor participant leader, which includes a safety helmet, a cap lamp, safety belt, battery and a self-rescuer which was used by the minors who worked there years ago. During the tour at big pit, it was a rather frightening experience, and seemed such a dangerous working environment for adults let alone children which started working there from the ages 5-7 years old. With its cramped surroundings unknowingly, what was approaching ahead due to such darkness unaware of any dangers of what each day would be as many would be badly injured or even death. It was accepted by the management that children of such a young age were an acceptable part of the mining workplace at big pit with parental acceptance also, with such little attention paid to the children's health and safety risks, which many got badly injured and killed from the underground explosions, roof falls and runover by the underground carts, such sadness. Adults and children who worked in the mine worked so hard, leaving so early in the mornings in darkness, and would return home in darkness after their long hard shift. 
[image: ]Blaenavon ironworks was first opened around 1789, which became the development of the coal mines, quarries and housing of workers. Around 1675, the iron ore was first extracted on the mountains of Blaenavon, supplied to the forge with big iron and coal transported via its tram roads, which were vital use. The improvement of transportation links was an essential role to the industrial revolution which was key for the success of its coal and iron industries. 
All these elements have been reserved and still there such as the coal mines, quarries, the primate railway systems, furnaces and the workers homes, also the social infrastructure of Blaenavon's community. Blaenavon's is the major preserved iron works and its pig-pit. The remains of the late 18th centaury and furnaces along with the layer later 19th century furnaces, which these are the best reserved in the United Kingdom. Above the furnaces is a range of ruined kilns which was calcined or roasted, also the cast iron pillars and brackets which carried blast pipes and furnaces still survive today.  Blaenavon is famously known for coal and iron mass production industrial production, making them the largest empire in history and is now reserved for its history dated back in 1789, During the industrial revelation Blaenavon became the most powerful richest nation in the world in the 19th century, achieving the same historical records as the great wall of china and the Egyptian pyramids. Blaenavon's development of the industrial revelation, was one of the finest surviving examples in the world of its landscape created by the coal mining and its iron making in the nineteenth century, it’s parallel developments of these industries was the main dynamic of the world's first industrial revelation.
[image: ]Around 1675 the iron ore was first extracted on the mountains of Blaenavon Located on the Brecon beacon hill which were enriched with coal, iron and limestone which became the start of industrial revelation. It also provides exceptional testimony to the areas international importance of the industry. Blaenavon was the Birthplace of the iron/steel industry, which made Britain become the most powerful country in the world as it was the welsh who started manufacturing railways lines, bridges and ships, dated 1989 Blaenavon iron work which then started the process of the power of steam to blow air into its large blast furnaces. A Gentleman named Gilchrist Thomas, was the first person who transformed the world’s steel industry by inventing new methods to remove the phosphorus from its iron ore, so Blaenavon iron works was the first to harness the power to blow air into its huge blast furnace. 
Dated around 1788, the Lord Abergavenny leased out the common lands, to three entrepreneurs named Mr Thomas Hill, Mr Thomas Hopkins and Mr Benjamin Pratt. 
These entrepreneurs saw great potential and opportunity to build new ironworks at Blaenavon with practice of the industrial revolution in a new and resource-rich settings, by 1789 the ironworks consisted the major blast furnaces utilising the steam power making them the largest ironmaking company in the world, producing around 5,400 tons of iron a year.
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The community of Blaenavon were in decline, since the iron works ceased its working production in 1904 which then began the slowdown in the community economy, which then became the closure of Blaenavon's big pit which then rapidly started to diminish. From then on, the local town became all boarded up in 2000 its community population decreased this then became Blaenavon's climacteric. The community suffered bad with their health due to the air pollution causing serious health issues like lung diseases and cancers. 
Since the Nation Lottery funded the town £8.7 million as an investment restoring the town prosperity, history and their pride. Enabling restoration of big pit and the town centres shops and the Bethlehem chapel which is in current process of restoration. 
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