From Linkedin:

Dr.Naureen Aleem Dr.Naureen Aleem   • 3rd+Verified • 3rd+Professor specializing in research skills and research design, Editor-in-Chief of the two journals PJMS and JJMSCA. Experienced researcher, freelance journalist, and PhD thesis focused on investigative journalism.Professor specializing in research skills and research design, Editor-in-Chief of the two journals PJMS and JJMSCA. Experienced researcher, freelance journalist, and PhD thesis focused on investigative journalism.1yr •  1 year ago • Visible to anyone on or off LinkedIn
Follow
Types of Research Gaps
A research gap refers to an area in a field of study where insufficient or no information exists to draw a conclusion

1. Knowledge Gap
Definition: A lack of information or understanding in a specific area of research
Example: Studies on the impact of AI on creative industries but lacking data on its influence on independent filmmakers
Significance: Highlights areas where new data or insights are needed

2. Evidence Gap
Definition: Insufficient empirical evidence to confirm or refute a hypothesis or claim
Example: The effectiveness of digital campaigns in reducing climate misinformation has limited longitudinal studies
Significance: Focuses on the need for more empirical studies or validation of existing findings

3. Practical Knowledge Gap
Definition: A mismatch between academic research and its practical application.
Example: Research exists on mental health awareness campaigns, but few studies explore their implementation in rural areas
Significance: Addresses the divide between theory and practice

4. Theoretical Gap
Definition: A lack of theoretical frameworks to explain phenomena
Example: No established theory to explain how social media algorithms influence minority representation in the media
Significance: Points to the need for theoretical development or refinement

5. Population Gap
Definition: Certain groups or demographics are underrepresented in research
Example: Studies on workplace discrimination focus heavily on women but neglect the LGBTQ+ community
Significance: Ensures inclusivity and generalizability of research findings

6. Methodological Gap
Definition: The lack of appropriate or diverse research methods
Example: Existing studies on climate change communication rely heavily on surveys but lack ethnographic approaches
Significance: Encourages the use of innovative or mixed methods for richer insights

7. Contextual Gap
Definition: A lack of research in specific geographic, cultural, or situational contexts
Example: Studies on AI adoption in education focus on Western countries, ignoring South Asia
Significance: Promotes research relevant to specific or overlooked contexts

8. Temporal Gap
Definition: Research is outdated or doesn’t account for recent developments
Example: Studies on internet usage patterns conducted before the widespread use of smartphones
Significance: Highlights the need for studies addressing current trends and technologies

9. Conflict or Contradiction Gap
Definition: Conflicting findings or conclusions in existing research.
Example: Mixed evidence about whether remote work improves or hinders productivity
Significance: Calls for studies that reconcile contradictions or clarify uncertainties

10. Interdisciplinary Gap
Definition: A lack of integration between fields or disciplines.
Example: Limited collaboration between psychology and data science in studying user behavior on social media
Significance: Encourages cross-disciplinary research to solve complex problems
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Knowledge Gap
Definition: A lack of information or

understanding in a specific area of
research.

Evidence Gap
Definition: Insufficient empirical evidence to
confirm or refute a hypothesis or claim.

Practical Knowledge Gap

Definition: A mismatch between academic
research and its practical application.

Theoretical Gap

Definition: A lack of theoretical frameworks
to explain phenomena

. Population Gap

Definition: Certain groups or demographics
are underrepresented in research.

Methodological Gap
Definition: The lack of appropriate or diverse
research methods.

Contextual Gap
Definition: A lack of research in specific
geographic, cultural, or situational contexts.

Temporal Gap
Definition: Research is outdated or doesn't
account for recent developments.

Conflict or Contradiction Gap.

Definition: Conflicting findings or 4
conclusions in existing research.

Interdisciplinary Gap
Definition: A lack of integration between
fields or disciplines.





