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Lady Mary de Briouze was the third wife of Lord Baron William de Briouze. She had three children, two sons and a daughter. While her husband already had two sons from his previous marriage, Mary managed to secure an estate for her sons and had her daughter married to a rich landowner in Norfolk. She was also the owner of Weaverthorpe estate in York, which suggests she most likely came from a wealthy family in Northern England and the estate probably made up part of her dowry.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  “City Witness.” [n.d.]. Medievalswansea.ac.uk <https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/2.html> [accessed 29 October 2023]] 

Before William Cragh was hanged by the order of her husband, Mary pleaded with him to spare his life as well as the life of Traehurn ap Hywel who was to be hanged with Cragh. When her pleas were not heard and the two men had been hanged twice, she begged her husband to at least give her what was left of Cragh. Her husband granted her this and had his steward cut Cragh down from the gallows. While Traehurn was buried at the gallows like most prisoners who had been hanged, Cragh’s body was transported on a wheel to Thomas Mathew’s house where he laid dead all night. Mary had heard that God operated miracles through St Thomas de Cantilupe, who she had a special devotion to herself. Her and her handmaidens all prayed to St Thomas de Cantilupe that Cragh be brought back to life with his divine intervention. 
Mary was the one who originally pleaded with her husband for Cragh’s body to be brought to her, if she had not pleaded with her husband then Cragh’s body would have been buried at the gallows like Traehurn’s without a second thought and the chance to discover him being brought back to life would have been gone. She also prayed to St Thomas de Cantilupe for life to be returned to his body[footnoteRef:2] and if you believe that divine intervention exists, that would have made her one of the reasons he was granted the chance to live and serve God again. She did not witness the execution itself and could only report on what she heard through rumours and what those who did witness the executions said. When the news that Cragh was showing signs of life reached her, she prepared and fed him broth for several days. She also accompanied Cragh on his pilgrimage to Hereford Cathedral where he gave thanks to St Thomas for supposedly being the one to bring him back to life and he placed an offering of a wax gallows bearing the likeness of a man being hanged from the gallows. [2:  “City Witness.” [n.d.]. Medievalswansea.ac.uk <https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/2.html> [accessed 29 October 2023]] 

When they were making their pilgrimage to Hereford, Mary claimed that she felt it took three days seeing as Cragh was accompanying them on foot. When I checked on Google Maps it said it took just over a day to walk from modern day Swansea to Hereford, however they would have taken the St Thomas Way since this was a pilgrimage. It is not unlikely that they would have made stops along the way to rest and eat. There were also other sites along the way that they may have stopped to visit although there is no confirmation that they did. [footnoteRef:3] Mary most likely would have been in a carriage, her husband travelling with her or possibly on horseback, but Cragh insisted on going by foot, with the same rope noose that he was hanged with tied around his neck.  [3:  “Planning Your Trip.” 2018. Thomasway.ac.uk <https://thomasway.ac.uk/information/planning-your-trip/> [accessed 29 October 2023].] 

The value of Mary’s testimony was significant. While she was not there to witness the actual hanging, she was the one to have Cragh’s body taken from the gallows and saw him after hearing the rumour that he had been brought back to life. She was with him as he regained his strength and when he went on his pilgrimage to Hereford cathedral. She saw his dead body in Thomas Mathew’s house and saw him again when she heard the rumour of him breathing life again. She is also important in the fact that her husband died not long after the events of the miracle, making her the closest testimony possible to what he would have witnessed since he was not at the execution himself either. She was the one who told her handmaidens and the men in the room to pray to St Thomas de Cantilupe[footnoteRef:4], showing that it wasn’t just Cragh’s prayers he was answering. Had it just been Cragh to pray to him his testimony might have been dismissed because while what happened to him was a miracle, the whole reason he was in that situation in the first place is because he was a criminal. Even so, she was said to not be well versed in matters of the law and was only brought as a witness for this particular miracle.  [4: Robert Bartlett. 2004. The Hanged Man: A Story of Miracle, Memory, and Colonialism in the Middle Ages (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press) p.103. ] 

Mary de Briouze was an interesting witness to look at and her statement intrigued me. I also found it interesting how she was the only woman who had given a testimony, why wasn’t the maidservant who had been wither at the time that she was being interviewed[footnoteRef:5] considered? The importance of women compared to the importance of men would have contributed to this. The fact that she is a woman shows why so little is known about her compared to her husband or stepson. Something else that interests me is why she was so insistent that Cragh’s body be brought to her, something that even the other witnesses didn’t know the answer to.[footnoteRef:6] Its nice to think of her possibly being in love with him or them having a prior romantic encounter, but unfortunately this is not a romance novel, and even if that had happened they never would have seen each other after these events since Cragh expressed his desire to see the Holy Land and she never saw him again. [5:  “City Witness.” [n.d.]. Medievalswansea.ac.uk <https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/2.html> [accessed 29 October 2023].]  [6:  Robert Bartlett. 2004. The Hanged Man 97-103.] 
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