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INTRODUCTION
 In this assessment, I will subsequently be conducting a written systematic literature review focusing on “The role of schools in dealing with children who suffer from domestic abuse. I will be analyzing and reviewing the effectiveness of the role schools play in this matter by using secondary data based found during my research on this topic. Furthermore, I will also be considering the importance of ethical practice, exploring ethical codes and committee and their roles as well as thematic examination of published literature related articles on the research question, followed by a discussion based on my findings. Recommendations will then be made for future policies and practices in strengthening the involvement of schools when it comes to dealing with children facing domestic abuse.

Background
When it comes to the safety and well-being of children within schools              guidelines on safeguarding should be put in place to make sure that schools            are able to protect and deal with children suffering domestic                                      violence/abuse Domestic abuse is a huge problem and has a massive impact on children and young people in general. Every school is likely to have children who experience or are affected by domestic abuse; therefore, it is important and necessary that there is guidance on how to protect these children for their               physical, mental, emotional and psychological well-being given that children           who encounter domestic abuse bear higher stress levels than the severity of          the abuse itself.
1.3 Statement
Children suffer domestic abuse on a regular basis and whereas they spend a significant amount of time in school, it is very important that schools can and are able to identify children who may be experiencing abuse and are at a potential risk of harm. Domestic abuse can be physical, cognitive, social, behavioral and emotional, the effects are mostly interrelated and can overlap.
I will be carrying out this research to evaluate my understanding on the issue as a result of conducting a literature review of the matter.

 Justification
I will be using research methods such as the UWTSD E-library to research literature related articles based on how schools deal with children suffering from domestic abuse. In reviewing these articles, I will be making recommendations as well as carrying out a discussion based on my findings to justify the relevancy of the information gathered and analyzed.

Significance
The significance of this literature review is to shed light on how schools are dealing with children who suffer domestic abuse, to gather as much information as possible about this issue, to give the reader a clear view and understanding of the methods and strategies used by schools in protecting children. Also, for parents who might come across this review to have a piece of mind because of the amount of information provided.
Aim and Objective.
The aim and focus is to find out the roles of schools in children experiencing domestic abuse.
And the objective is to find out the effectiveness of the roles of in dealing with domestic violence.
Research Question
What is the scope of schools in identifying children who suffer domestic abuse?
Methodology
The methods used in conducting this research Google, Google Scholar, PubMed and the UWSTD e-Library.


                                         Literature Review

ARTICLE 1: Impact on Children and Young People
This article suggests that domestic violence can have a long and traumatizing impact on children and young people's mental health and can have some lasting effects such as:
· Their ability to form relationships, even in school.
· They start to have increased anxiety, stress levels and fear.
· Their views on family, community and society in general are affected.
· They can develop anti-social behavior, therefore, having a huge impact on their ability to learn and concentrate in school.
The article also indicated that it is important that schools can identify signs of domestic violence, whereas signs of violent abuse may be visible through injuries, however, it is also important that the school staff stay alert to any behavioral changes in the students, for example, some may start to not do so well in their subjects, become withdrawn, which can in some cases become a risk of going unnoticed or progress to aggression towards other children and becoming bullies themselves. 
The article also talks about children having or receiving some kind of help from the schools such as teaching resources, which may reduce the chances of these children becoming perpetrators or victims of domestic violence in the future. By challenging them through unhealthy gender power dynamics and stereo types, helping them in resolving conflicts and form healthy relationships. 
Also suggesting that some children and young people may need extra help through school pastoral care and cancelling support, referrals to national helplines, to the school nurses or even community-based support.
ARTICLE 2: Impact on Young children
This article focuses on how domestic violence effects children from an early age. Stating that research shows that psychological development becomes more problematical amongst toddlers exposed to IPV who I addition, experience domestic abuse (Harper et al, 2018). And that domestic violence in the early years can lead to emotional problems, resulting to separating anxiety from the non-abusing parent. React to 
The article suggests that with pe-school children’s ability to for copping because of the young age, means that psychological disengagement and behavioral problems are often ways they react to inter-parental violence. (Baker and Cunningham, 2009). It also indicates that pre-school children can react to domestic violence by becoming withdrawn, engaging in repetitive play, becoming anxious and developing aggressive behavior. 
However, the article sheds light on how difficult it may be for pre-school staff to sometimes detect whether it is the normal behavior of the child due to the age group or if they are actually experiencing domestic violence. (Baker and Cunningham, 2009). But if staff do notice or suspect changes in the pre-school children’s behavior, doing background checks in to the child’s home environment could help their judgement as well as checking if the child is a subject to previous or ongoing abuse, also checking the parent’s background for any form of domestic abuse. (Beckett, 2007).
It talks about how important it is for the pre-school staff to exchange information with other health care professionals such as the health visitors who work with families from birth to 5years of age, observing the children’s behavior around the parents, do they seem fearful of the parent or are they hesitant when it's time to go home etc. (Baker and Cunningham, 2009). Early years support staff can help pre-school children who are or have experienced domestic abuse, by developing strategies for support, for example, focusing on the positive rather than the negative, validating the children’s feelings, giving positive feedback and helping them with transitions during the day.
ARTICLE 3: Impact on children
This article focuses on the impact of domestic violence on children. Stating that separation anxiety because of domestic violence is not only limited to young-aged children and preschoolers. And that such experience can cause children to be clingy and be disruptive in school environments in the hope of getting sent home (Calder and Regan,2008).
The article also suggests that emotional effects which are manifested in children due to domestic violence can include non-attendance, lack of concentration and attention, withdrawal, sleep disturbances, guild insecurity, low self-esteem and depression ultimately leading to anger, aggression, unpredictable behavior and hyper-activity (Children’s Commissioner, 2018). This article also talks about children who face trauma displaying signs of hyperacusis and hypervigilance at school, where they are continuously fearful and watchful a of dangers around them. (Stern and Poole, 2010). It also states that domestic violence can have a negative impact on language development, cognitive skills and educational attainment.
ARTICLE 4: Impact on Young People
This article focuses more on the impact of domestic abuse and violence on young people. Stating that the possible indicators of domestic violence can include self-harm, developing risk-taking behaviors, poor social networking, eating disorders, suicidal ideation. Criminal behavior disaffection from education in general (Children’s Commissioner, 2018).
The article also sheds light on studies indicating that domestic abuse has different impacts on young people along gender lines, for example, boys developing behaviors of being tough but at the same time susceptible to depression and anxiety, also, are more prone to externalizing symptoms through anti-social behavior and violence against their peers. (Baldry, 2007).
It also states that another research with young people also found that being taken seriously, being listened to and being involved in finding solutions can be key factors in helping them cope (Mullender et al, 2002). And that the effects of domestic violence can have massive implications on students learning and well-being.
ARTICLE 5: Research with School Teachers
This article focuses on research conducted with teachers and their experiences in dealing with children who experience domestic violence, the impacts it has on student's engagement in their learning environment, living with domestic violence at home and leaving the abusive homes. Statting, research shows that children who have had to leave their homes due to domestic violence also face threats of being temporally homeless or being placed in overcrowded accommodations or even being moved too far away from their schools (Mullender et al, 2002).
The article also indicates that research with schoolteachers show that sequential issues of domestic violence as well as homelessness can lead to unstable accommodation due to the children being housed frequently. The teachers shared concerns about non-permanent accommodation having an impact in the classroom through the children’s lack of ability to participate academically and socially (Digby and Fu’s, 2017).
Both secondary and primary school teachers spoke on the effects of homelessness on children they have worked with, expressing concerns about having limited access to computers or not having enough space to study for their homework often leading to increased stress, anxiety, sleep disturbances due to living in overcrowded accommodations.  
The article also sheds light on the adverse effects on the teachers themselves, in terms of being frustrated at not always being able to help their students (Sterne and Poole, 2021) because of the multiple effects of domestic violence. Support staff and teachers must be equipped with skills, knowledge and understanding to be able to identify as well as respond to internalized and externalized symptoms in students (Sterne and Poole, 2010).
ARTICLE 6: Domestic Violence, Schools and Multi-agency Working
The UK, the government guidelines underline how important multi-agency working is, when it comes to the protection of children (HM Government, 2015). The article focuses on the guidelines provided by the government to the schools in playing a greater role in forthcoming statutory guidance for safeguarding children (HM Government, 2018).
This article also seeks to examine why very little is attention has been paid to the inter-organizational information exchange in the educational context (Baginsky et al, 2015, p.355). although the UK’ statuary guidelines for schools and colleges titled “keeping children safe in education” gives the idea that it is everyone’s responsibility when it comes to safeguarding children, however, this article explains that sometimes school staff are unclear about their role in the child protection process, based on research and serious case reviews (SCRs) into child abuse and child deaths in the UK (Department for Education, 2016, p.7),
Serious case reviews have shown that schools often fail in responding to early signs of abuse in children/students, poor record keeping is common and sharing information too slowly shows the lack of effective practices in school staff (Department for Education, 2016). The article went on to mention the case of Daniel Pelka, the 4year-old boy who died of domestic violence in the hands of his own parents despite the school being aware as well as child protection agencies and local authorities. Stating that his case revealed the lack of professional confidence among child protection workers can be a barrier to multi-agency working in the case of Daniel Pelka and possibly many other cases (Baginsky et al, 2015, p.355).
It then went on to explain how important it is to understand collaborative roles when it comes to child protection. That children are best protected when professionals work together and are clear about their roles and what to do individually (Holt, 2014, p.56).
This article also mentions “the multi-agency response to children living with domestic abuse” office for standard education, children’s services and skills (Ofstead et al, 2007). Going on to explain that health practitioners such as social workers and the police should share information rapidly with schools. Finally, this article also shared that schools responding to domestic violence often entail working with parents, most of the time tends to be the mother who are usually the non-offending parent (Ofstead et al, 2017).
ARTICLE 7: School Engagement with Domestic Violence Prevention and education Work
This article focuses on the essential roles schools play when it comes to educating children about domestic abuse, suggesting that research has revealed the lack of work in schools on domestic violence (Ofstead et al, 2017). It went on to elaborate on a survey carried by a domestic violence charity which involved 513 young women aged between 18-21, the results stated that 13% had learnt about domestic violence at school and nearly 70% responded that they have not but would have welcomed such lessons. Which shows the lack of education on domestic violence in schools (Ellis et al, 2015).
The article then went on to discuss how young people who participate in school-based programs often result in them disclosing to family members rather than professionals. To show the key role which trusting in professionals plays in such disclosures. Also, stating that young people who experience domestic violence often lead diminished trust in adults and in their ability to protect and support them. Therefore, it is very important that teachers are able to build trusting relationships with these young people, and in doing so the teachers need to be supported by the school process and management, as well as making prevention and support in schools a lot more effective (Stene and Poole, 2010).
Moreover, teachers would need to be prepared with information about services, external agencies and signposting in ensuring the students' safety and having a clear idea on what to do next in following the disclosure. They also need to have a clear understanding of their role when it comes to safeguarding children, so that they too are aware of the boundaries of their role. With the article stating that research warns of the dangers of teachers acting beyond their professional scope, for instence asking a child to speak about their experiences without out being qualified, which can have traumatic effects on the child (Swanston et al, 2014).
ARTICLE 8: Domestic Violence and Student Well-being within an Attainment-Driven Education System
This article talks about how schools sometimes might have misinterpreted children’s behavior who may have been experiencing domestic abuse, due to the schools being more focused on examination results and league tables rather than investigating the underlying issues, often leading to the child/children being labeled problematic and hard to deal with (Ofstead et al, 2017, p.14)
The article stated that data shows a growing number of students who are excluded from school in fact have mental health needs (Education and Health and Social Care Committees, 2018). And that those children affected by domestic violence or are living in poverty are more likely to be excluded from school compared to their peers (House of Commons Educational Committee, 2018).
It goes on to discuss the fact that schools have been made to compete with each other in the form of league tables, and that research with teachers indicating these changes having a negative impact on teacher-student relationships and the student's well-being (Berry, 2016 and 2017), where the teachers are reporting having less time to attend to the student's needs, also reporting that their own stress levels adversely affect their interaction with students. This shows that schools need to focus more on recognizing and meeting the needs of children who are disadvantaged and vulnerable, rather than the demonstrating levels of academic attainment.
ARTICLE 9: The Paradox of Greater School Autonomy and Working Together
This article shares information on how schools are being funded, their budgeting and how it enables them to work more closely with local authorities. The article talks about greater school autonomy having more applications for local safeguarding children boards (LSCBs) who’s role mainly focuses on coordinating local work to safeguard children. Going on to explain that as a multi-agency body, LSCBs are attended by representatives from organizations and local authorities such as the police and health services (Baginsky and Holmes, 2015) schools as well as those that are less presented. Showing the lack of equality between free schools and private fee-paying schools.
ARTICLE 10: Safeguarding Responsibilities of School Staff
This article talks about the responsibilities school staff hold when it comes to safeguarding children within the school premises. Explaining that anybody who works in an education setting all has a duty to protect the welfare of the children, from headteachers, dinner staff, teaching assistants, the teachers, governors to designated safeguarding officers (DSOs).
The education act 2002 section 175, states that it is required for all schools including early years, nurseries and further education providers to make arrangements in safeguarding as well as promoting the safety, well-being and protection of children. Furthermore, schools have to create an environment where all children feel safe to learn, grow and play, children should also feel comfortable enough in their surroundings within school premises, to the point where they know they can approach the staff with any problems or issue they might have (Ellis. C, 2018).
The article states that all staff in education should be aware of the statuary safeguarding guidance for schools, which is set specifically for keeping children safe in education. In addition to the article, it is the schools responsibility to inform all staff on the safeguarding guidelines so they are aware of their role in protecting children and keeping them safe, maybe even increasing the chances of schools staff identifying and responding to children going through domestic violence.

Methodology
The methods used in conducting this research Google, Google Scholar, PubMed and the UWSTD e-Library.
Key words used:
Domestic, Schools, Abuse, Violence, Roles, Scope, Effective/Effectiveness.
Inclusion: Children suffering domestic abuse. How schools identify children experiencing domestic abuse. What safeguards are guidelines are put in place.
Exclusion: Domestic violence in relationships. Domestic abuse in care homes. Domestic abuse with women.
Key Themes:
Children tend to be scared to speak up. Changes in children’s behavior emotionally and psychologically. Multi-agency bodies. Safeguarding guidelines/guidance. Local authorities. Education.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
In writing this literature review, secondary research was used by using various search engines, the secondary data was then analyzed for the literature review. 



FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
The findings during this research are that domestic violence is a huge problem and has a massive impact on children and young people from pre-school age group up to ages 18-21, causing emotional and psychological issues as well as impacting their leaning in school in a negative way. Every school is likely to have children who experience or are affected by domestic violence; therefore, schools must integrate awareness on domestic violence in order to safeguard children more effectively. 
However, in writing this literature review, research indicated that schools most schools fail in educating children on domestic violence which can be major issue because if children are not educated enough on domestic abuse in schools, they may not know how to get help and can deal with their experiences in ways that may not be beneficial to them. Also, teachers tend to lack information on multi-agencies that could get involved and help children experiencing domestic violence and consistency in teachers not sure of their role when it comes to safeguarding children or not sure of the necessary steps to take in helping the children.
Furthermore, there seems to be a gap in research concerning safeguarding, it was found out that there are not specific safeguarding agencies who work with the schools directly in protecting the children, instead research indicates that schools are their own safeguarding bodies who have the right to inform the police and other local authorities and health practitioners.
For the safety and well-being of children in schools, domestic violence guidance is put in place for schools to use by the government. Other forms of help are also offered to those children who undergo domestic violence such as national helplines and community-based committees.





CONCLUSION
In conclusion, a literature review was made based on the topic “what is the scope of schools in identifying children who suffer domestic abuse”. Focusing on the roles schools play in terms of protecting and safeguarding children. the impact domestic violence has on children socially and in education was looked at, guidelines provided to the schools from the government. 
Articles were also reviewed which revealed the impact of domestic violence on children in schools and the teachers working with them. Multi-agency bodies were looked at, an insight into the scope of local authorities and health professionals were shared. A discussion based on the findings was provided as well as methods used in conducting the research for the reviewed. 
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