Short Film Process Workbook

Research
I have never worked on a short film before this module, so I thought that it was best if I began to watch some other short films that had been made before. I made sure to find some that were in the time range of the one I was going to make, so that I could see what kind of information I would be able to fit into the duration of my film. Watching other short films also helped me to get some inspiration for my ideas, whether it be plot, characters, or location. Something else I had never done before was acting naturally. Since I am more used to on-stage acting, my acting is a lot more heightened and more dramatic, not natural at all. This was something I knew I needed to work on. 

Getting Ideas
This step seemed to be the most difficult for me because I don’t consider myself a very creative person, so I find it difficult to find the inspiration for ideas. Lucey, P (1996) says “Locating a story idea begins when a writer takes a shine to a character, an image, a situation, a notion, or whatever attracts his or hers interest.” This is what happened when I was thinking of a film idea. I thought about some of my interests and what I thought would be a good idea, and I thought about this one adult cartoon I have seen called ‘Inside Job’, and I took a bit of an idea from that where it is a bunch of people who work for the government and they’re having a meeting, but there is something specific about each of them (whether it be about a quirky personality trait, they were part of a big conspiracy, or one of the characters is literally an alien) which makes them not go through any progress during the meeting. That idea somehow developed into these friends that live together, and something was stolen, and one of the characters interrogates all the other characters on where this missing object has gone, but there are different styles to the interrogations. With one character, the interrogation would be in a black and white movie style, another like a Sherlock Holmes interrogation, and another like Agatha Christie. There was another idea that someone else in the group had, where this boy has just come back from rehab and gets a girlfriend, and tries to stay clean from drugs and alcohol, but his druggie friend wants him to go back to that lifestyle as she misses him, and so he has to chose between his new life and girlfriend, or the drugs. These were the two ideas our group liked the most, and those were our two movie pitches when we went to our lecturers about them. We then presented our ideas to the rest of our class, and they all preferred the drugs story ‘Crossroads’, and that was the one that we ended up picking for our final pitch.

Acting Naturally
I am a lot more used to on-stage acting, so acting naturally was something that doesn’t come easily to me, considering that is not what I have been taught, but I knew it was something that I would need to learn for the film. I knew that since on-stage acting was a lot more heightened, I knew that I would have to keep the energy, but be a lot less dramatic with my expressions and body language. This was quite difficult, since I didn’t want it to look like I’m not acting and just being myself, when I am acting, just a lot more realistic. Something that I did have to remember was that all reactions, no matter how big, were realistic, as that is how someone could react to news or being told something in the real world, depending on what that person is like. I also had to make sure that I used my body a lot less. When working on-stage, I’m always making sure the front side of me is always facing the audience, even if I am standing on the side, so I was worried about my face always being seen on the camera, but we don’t do something like that in real life because there is no camera, so I didn’t have to worry about not being seen. 

Making Characters
When we were making the characters for our films, we decided to hot seat them. At first, we worked on the characters for the interrogation film, which was called ‘Telling Porkies’. I ended up being a character that was Dave’s ex-girlfriend (Dave’s bacon had been stolen and there was an interrogation on where his bacon had gone). On the spot, I tried as best as I could to give her some personality, a backstory, and as to why her and Dave had broken up in the first place. We eventually gave each character a different personality trait, mine being the trickster. Seger, L (1990) says “Characters need to be consistent. This does not mean that they are predictable or stereotypical. It means that characters, like people, have a kind of core personality that defines who they are and gives us expectations about how they will act.” Me and my group followed this with our characters, and we made sure to keep it consistent with our characters about what type of personality they have. For ‘Crossroads’, we also did the hot seating for the characters, and I was chosen to be Jake’s druggie friend, and I made it seem like they were constantly under influence and made it as in Jake and the druggie friend had been friends for a long time. I didn’t want to play that character, so someone else chose to be that character, and I picked another character called Katie, who is Mia’s friend (Mia is Jake’s girlfriend). A personality trait I wanted to give Katie is that she is always looking out for her friends. Our lecturer said that it would be good for a closer connection, so we decided to make Katie and Molly (Jake’s sister) girlfriends. Because of this, Katie knows about Jake’s past and that he has been to rehab but doesn’t trust him. Katie cares about her friends, and feels like Jake is a bad influence, and will just end up hurting Mia in the long run, so she is trying to convince Mia to break up with Jake. 

The Filming
The filming was an experience, as I had only ever done something like this once before. When I had previously made a short film, we didn’t use a microphone and I didn’t speak, but for this one I did, and I honestly didn’t find it that difficult, as the person who held the microphone would make sure my voice got picked up. The only part I found difficult during the filming was the beginning scene at Katie’s birthday party, where I had to time when I came into a conversation. It took a few takes because I would either leave too much of a gap, or I ended up talking over the others. I had to remind myself that I am still learning, and professional actors probably get timing wrong sometimes too. After a few takes, I was able to finally get the timing correctly.

Improvement
If I were to make a short film again, for improvement, I would try to get involved more. Even though we were all a part of the process and all of our opinions and ideas were taken into consideration, I personally feel like I didn’t do a lot, and I would like to change that in the future and do a lot more to help, to make myself feel better that I’m not just putting all the work on the others. Something else I would also like to improve on would be my time management. On one day, I ended up being a little late due to traffic, and I didn’t take that into account, and I wasn’t late on the second day, but I felt like I was rushing even though I had everything sorted. I feel like if I left earlier, I wouldn’t feel as stressed as I did, and then it wouldn’t interfere with my performance in the film. Another improvement I would like to take on for future projects would be to not shy away from characters. For the film, I was supposed to be the drug dealer, but I said I didn’t want to do that, and I was another character instead. Instead, I should have embraced the character to work on my range, which will help me for future acting jobs. 

Conclusion
I remember when we started that I wasn’t sure if I would be able to follow this through, as this was something that I had never done before. Obviously, I had worked on acting, but I had never done anything outside of that, like working on the props, the location, filming, sound, writing a script. I’m happy I was able to work in a group who had also never done this before, so we were all learning together, and even so, we had all managed to make a short film out of it, and I found it to be a lot of fun. The only issues we really had was the weather. We filmed outside on the first day of filming, and it was very cold and windy. For the cold, I decided to bring a big, fluffy coat with me so that I could stay warm. For the wind, we were afraid that the camera would pick up the wind and not the actors, so for that, we applied a mall microphone to the actors in those scenes, so the microphone would pick up their voices instead of the wind. 
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