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Section 1  
Early years curriculum Foundation phase funding within flying start from expantion   to a postcode lottery

The Foundation Phase is part of the curriculum which has provisions for children to learn through play, development throughout learning and support to able children with preparations with regards to start mainstream readiness for school.
The Foundation Phase in Wales introduced in September 2010. and with ages 3–7-year group. The Welsh Government set out to for the early years sector where they had a vision for the children to be creative and learn through. 	In Wales and through the foundation phase mentions that every child is entitled to receive 30 hours free in part time education where funding is available with the Welsh Government. (Free childcare in Wales 2026 | Flying Start, Childcare Offer, Foundation Phase, assessed 2nd June,2026). 
Within Flying Start and under the Welsh Government, provisions are 12.5 hours per week for age group two‑year-olds and within disadvantaged communities.
Originally Flying start was set up to provide free childcare in disadvantage communities so children within 2–3-year-olds and children who had additional needs mostly would also be provided additional support worker allocated to that child’s individual development plan (IDP).
However, as the years went on and changes were implemented gradually where additional support within flying Start set restrictions on additional support provisions and funding is local council based and this has now been allocated and may vary with other local councils and areas. 
Unfortunately, this now has impacted with ratio and staffing where the child may not be guaranteed any support or allocated hours where they are now placed unless medical or disability been diagnosed and IDP implemented to be incorporated into normal child ratio and not have the additional support allocated as years previously provisions would of been automatically provided. 
Flying start has been mentioned as providing a postcode lottery and its allocation to not every area. This could be only living a street away from allocation or children whom live nearer have more chance of an allocated place within Flying Start so this may result that not every child has had an advantage to be able to have an opportunity from the beginning leading to slipping through net and not having provisions set in place before they attend mainstream. 
So, the Welsh Government introduced ‘Flying Start Expansion’, in April 2023.  The Welsh Government mentions to provide a delivery of highest quality to provide childcare to 2-year-olds.
Phase 2 was part of the expansion to the remaining Flying Start childcare, to provide more than the original Flying Start postcodes and area availability. The funding then also was given to the expansion flying start where 46million was given. The Welsh Government goes on to mention that latest statistics show that, in this period, we have offered childcare provisions 13,400 children and families across Wales.            
Overall mentioned that 10,000 children have benefitted from the having an opportunity of taking up a Flying Start 
childcare place with the bonus of the expansion. Welsh Government data shows, that in time scale within 2024-25,
that over 80% of children accepted a space within their Flying Start childcare place.
Flying Start expansion in 2025-2026 are Phase 3 stage where through the Welsh government in addition with another 4,000 spaces for children, however these results are not ready for an update on its progression and if this has been successful.
(https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-progress-flying-start-childcare-expansion-programme. Assessed 2nd June ,2026).

Welsh Government with Neath and port talbot council mentions the phase 3 funding and where the impacts with financial have no implications towards the council financially and the funding will be provided through the Welsh Government. This still doesn’t clarify where the money provisions will be provided from realistically due the actual amount given with Phase 3. 
The publication mentions that funding levels of Phase 3 are yet to be announced which this doesn’t clarify how much money will be given and no clarity on where from or where to exact, leaving this open for individual interpretations.
Another factor to also consider the clarity of how impacts to provide a childcare provision and results still unclear on comparison with the pre-existing original flying start were situated in communities where poverty and deprived areas, 
The Expansions through Neath and Port Talbot Council, to provide increase accessibility from support with additional areas and been selected data from Welsh Government and supportive data from childcare sufficiency assessment in 2022.
This via the date 2022 is clearly outdated assessment in consideration and not giving a realistic result on has the expansion worked or intake results yet been gathered and the Welsh Government were already planning to expand more availability with Phase 3 when Phase 2 hasn’t been developed long enough to understand whether it has been successful.
 Publication  (https://npt.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s103605/Cabinet%20Report%20-%20Expansion%20of%20Flying%20Start%20Childcare%20Phase%203.pdf assessed 2nd June 2026). 

The expansion was mentioned via Neath and Port talbot council that its anticipated to those positive impacts and opportunities to promote the Welsh language and additional Welsh language and Bilingual childcare provisions to extend availability. 
Yet again there are no actual evidence yet to support this mentioning with wording such as anticipated and this seems to be still a guessing game with just the wording mentioned with its publication.
Within the expansion rollout of phase 2 mentioned in Welsh government publications that the financial targets haven’t however been met successful in years 2023 to 2024 and it continues to mention that phase 2 on the places on offer that only 4,500 have already been filled. The Welsh government further on mentions that local councils have agreed to provide this however they have encountered challenges and have had to incorporate with process throughout.(Davies 2024, assessed 6th June 2026).
(https://npt.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s103605/Cabinet%20Report%20-%20Expansion%20of%20Flying%20Start%20Childcare%20Phase%203.pdf assessed 2nd June ,2026).


In conclusion with funding with the expansions with Flying Start and the lack of results mentioned realistically can the expansions success to early possibly to gather exact information and however the Welsh Government having Phase 3 being considered when no updates to facts and figures this could be considered as running before they can walk, without figures and any factual assessment’s on has the expansion actually being or beginning to be successful.






















SECTION 2

Critical approach with Flying Start and Additional Learning needs within
Within Flying start and its early years promotion of early intervention programme which has been designed to improve outcomes for young children in Wales and to, provide for whom those live in poverty areas of disadvantage where prospects are less and this may affect developmental areas for the children.                                      Flying Start Additional Learning Needs within the framework has a process on how to support has been planned and how it is delivered correctly for children who require extra help and support to participate and progress within their attendance. The framework mentions a person-cantered approach, and with coordinated support, with earlier diagnosed or knowledge of need, and replaced an older system that were often stages were less understanding of needs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Flying Start promotes itself by mentioning that it creates opportunities and further it also mentions identify emerging needs. Flying start goes on further with promoting it strengthen family capacity through its linked support organisations, and with reduce delays in support through working with organisations clearly.                                     However, relationships within various organisations with regards of developmental support and targets through educational provision is not always clear and easy such as it may raise important questions about reaching evenness, and neutralism for the individual child as every child is unique. Through being critical investigating further flying start previously that children may benefit or another situation where some are also overlooked and additional learning needs have theory which are embedded within its practice and that through testing within a child’s attendance with flying start which could be essential in understanding the results  to provide early intervention which can be then with adaptions correctly implemented so inclusion, equity, and developmental chances in the child’s future.
Additional Learning Needs framework provides mentions an inclusive and consistency structure for identifying early to provide the support for the individual child who need that extra help to learn and develop. 
It has been updated and replaced from the older Special Educational Needs system where there was a model with the intension to have more of person-centered approach for the individual child and combined, and with more responsive levels to change for the needs of the child. However, placing a label and not correctly positioning the needs of the child within the framework and what the exact focus for the child and its unique needs and circumstances from the child’s barriers with interaction with activities and focusing on strengths and to incorporate rather than exclusion may help with child’s developmental progress. Maybe to reflect on what is important as this could possibly encourage organisations with other professionals with the thought process on the same page of inclusion to support development with progression with adaptions implemented and support rather than labelling and stereotyping via a category. Development and learning stages via having an Individual Development Plan could possibly be a positive approach where if correctly implemented with instructions such as targets and aims from straggles with a follow up review to monitor progression and how its incorporated within the setting so improvements may help with future coordinating throughout.                                                                                                                                                        The framework where families, practioners, schools and organisations have a duty to share equal responsibilities’ then this structure should work correctly, however if one mentioned doesn’t understand what is incorporated within such the framework then this may not work throughout. Another factor to consider that to make sure ensure that the individual child that receives appropriate allocated support that has been dedicated to needs of the child and with adaptions to consider there maybe circumstances that change.                                                                     With the framework and what it may reflect the commitment that equity via recognition to challenges and barriers with learning which may be considered to show from early stages and may not always be visual without any physical actual observation and collaborating with others to gather a correct understanding and accurate outcome. Earlier identifying is very important for any child within the Additional Learning Needs system as if any barriers with delays could result with support being in relations with smaller difficulties to accumulate into more serious obstacles. With the framework structure and its ability with screening to even motoring progression with organisations via professionals and correct understanding through similar communication implemented structural systems with reduction of longer terms with disadvantages. If applied within the earlier stages, the intervention’s incorporated with correct provisions could possibly potentially prevent the individual child from becoming incorrectly understood, non-supported, with some circumstance’s vital developmental stages. A child who has with needs such as communication is affected, regulating needs, processing such as sensory or even social interaction astute where within the child’s early years.                                                                                                                 This maybe more of a challenge or maybe not so that effectiveness from identifying with consistency understanding with practitioners throughout and being allowed accessibility within specialised areas of advisory information.                                                                                                                                                                                           In early years if the support isn’t consistent with regards in variations and uncertain conditions then understanding and communication that promises need to be throughout each organisation and all areas of service for the purpose of the child.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Through the Additional support framework and its concept to continue to be a very strong structure with its consistency with a person-centred approach with translation in decision making every day and its values that it is dependent on.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              The postcode lottery may affect additional learning needs for the induvial child, whereas Geographical and eligibility restrictions such as accessing and poverty criteria where a child may not be considered with additional learning needs as they are considered outside eligible postcode area and therefore may not receive any support or not enough support as required. By situations such as this which may be at risk from developmental vulnerable.   Although Flying Start is promoting to commitment to reducing disadvantage to deprived and poverty areas, the target was originally designed to creates important fairness throughout. A Child with additional learning needs and unfortunately live outside eligible areas may miss out with early support just of something as simple as a postcode does not meet the criteria for provisions, though a child may have needs with development that are significant.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Another difficulty a child with additional  learning needs may encounter such as future with transition challenges at age 4 where Support can may become less visible when children move from Flying Start settings into mainstream school provisions When transition planning becomes weaker via different school from original flying start or not been diagnosed previously and many more other factors , early dections may not be available and with visual observation’s then needs may be lost in the shift between services and lack of communication. 
Potential stigma and poor judgemental approaches can label families as poorer and very needy or at risk of, which may cause disparagement from practioners and organisations and become very challenging with applying support and more deprivation and more risk of exclusion from relevant support which may be needed. Practioners should refrain from being judgemental and reflect on a ‘blank canvas approach’.  Staffing should constraint with resources from gaining experience with high quality training and interventions and communication abilities to clodronate with others.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            This within flying start where may become limited where practioners could struggle with providing the constant support reduction through the setting within flying staff and additional learning needs updates.   
Another concerning factor could possibly inconsistency through implementing on the delivered quality throughout management from experience to even service reconstruction such as original flying start to expansion flying starts where expertise is varied causing inconsistency throughout and can create various experiences for the children in their care and this could be impacting with a child who has additional learning needs. Provisions and lack of could be limited and not ideal for any child with additional learning needs. Not able to follow an independent development plan and this has impacting gaps with progression for the individual child and its needs could suggest they may regress. Have in mind the Flying start Expansion has only started in 2023 and isn’t in the private setting just for flying start attendance on comparison to the original flying start which is non profitable and isn’t a business run. 
However, Flying Start as a whole is widely positive, but it must be interpreted cautiously with certain updates from the Welsh government do suggest improvements in parenting with confidence,  services are more accessible and with some stages of children’s  development, mentioning further that the programme can help provide a better start to early years outcomes.                                                                                                                                                                                                  This therefore could and maybe suggest that early year’s integration with support implemented could strengthen with development in communication skills and parental involvement which are extremely helpful and needed for the purpose of the individual child which is showing signs of additional learning needs. 
With attempting to also define through any evidence from the Welsh government that certain attributes could possibly be gains for additional Learning needs which are specific to the children’s needs through assessments made broadly throughout population and its results on needs that are on the correct specific pathways.               Strategies limited which are highly common could be updates with short dates ,or implementing may vary through local areas, and even separation from flying start difficult situations to a wider family input and local communities norm may influence the non-idea of separating with the addition a child experiencing additional learning needs which could be a mighty struggle to actually gather the correct data through many indication’s apparent to the individual child and their actual level of support needed. 
Flying start has values however is this sufficient to be truly inclusive where its consistent and responsive to meet every child’s needs with early interventions implemented. Flying start policies suggest that is has very importance with working with family and a partnership and promotes organisations working together for the individual child and needs, however the time aspect isn’t clearly stated where by the time and date a referral is in firstly satge and process and its delay with communication within departments of the organisation’s and the waiting list delay in addition has an impact to the individual child and they may not be actually seen while at flying start and then attend mainstream schooling without help and support to both child and parents. With all the technology and advancement in the world today unfortunately this situation seems somewhat forgotten and surely the meetings with outside organisations could be more ‘Teams meeting’ lead rather than face to face and then meet the child to conclude the next step. This obviously isn’t the case and needs to be updated or this will constantly continue.























SECTION 3 BLOG
EARLY YEARS AND TECHNOLOGY ADDICTION 
Today technology has advanced and we seem to be governed by screens. We wake up and search for our mobile phone, I pad, laptop and other digital devices that are now part of our daily life. Technology defines the way we seem to live today. Technology advertises fantastic offers and beneficial however it can be questioned with concerns that what impact it delivers to early years and young people, 
My blog is designed to critically view the implication on early years and younger people and addiction with technology and is it an issue and could it have any impacts and whether there are any results or solutions.
TECHNOLOGY LANDSCAPE AND EARLY YEARS
Technology with early years has evolved the landscape and environment which we live in. Years previously differs from today within childhood where turning a page in a book was the norm to even catching up physically and chatting with the actual person in front of you and even television only had limited channels and not even 24-hour viewing. Then the introduction gradually to vibrant Tablet and its screens, mobile phones, televisions with smart technology added, and then this extended to average households and then the age of availability was widened to younger consumer s where the parent got targeted via the child from younger children and even early years. This was technology advancing and landscape changing its evolving habits and becoming a new stage of children’s development and dynamics of the future environments.
CONCERNS WITH DEVLOPMENTAL STAGES IN EARLY YEARS
Cognitive Impacts could be an impacting with children’s development where the child could be exposed to excessive screen time and children development process of learning to be creative and lack of imagination to create their own ideas rather than follow a programmed technology game or idea and imagination through play which may affect cognitive development and may effect numeracy to even literacy learning. Children learn and develop through actual interactive learning through play and actual physical manual play. Children with technology uncontrolled screen time could possibly affect attention span, processing skills of thinking, problem solving, and imitative to process image of ideas of their own to even friendship developing and communication with others. 
[bookmark: _Int_3fXGRudO]In the early years emotional well-being and social development within children are important and children within early years utilise facial interaction to engage with the development with social interaction physically and communication are vital in early years to develop further from engaging , facial expressions, as without these mentioned children could struggle with speech and language, empathy, socialising, conflict understanding, and lack of parent interaction and screen time also has constant dopamine’s from technology rewards could possibly lead to frustration, anger, and anxiety, mood swings when technology products are removed from child’s environment. (Bedford, R. et al. (2016) - Toddlers' fine motor milestone achievement and touchscreen scrolling. (“Touchscreens may improve motor skills in toddlers”) (assessed 4th June 2026).

SCHOOLS AND PARENTS ENVIROMENT WITH EARLY YEARS AND TECHNOLOGY
How can schools and parents compete with this technology landscape? Environments have changed and schools battle and parents do also with technology and pressure to compete. For parents fear of their child being excluded and socially or academically left behind. Parents battle with boundaries’ daily however technology is part of higher education and primary schooling. Parents now seem to believe that technology motivates with apps, favourite characters, that can make it a challenge to restrict especially with behaviour and additional learning needs. Schools implement class dojo where children are introduced in early years in also education technology is daily introduced and reward schemes via Dojo points. Creating pressure to all.
CONCLUSION WITH EARLY YEARS VERSES TECHNOLOGY
Balancing act could be considered with the new future landscape incorporating early years from technology and its development where implications of addiction to technology where emotional well-being and behaviour and arise of new era. Technology is a daily approach in implementing with a critical knowledge of its understanding with risks where noticing signs and then to need to implement strategies for practitioners in schools, parents, other care providers with a guidance to introduce understanding of balance especially in early years so a healthy holistic approach in the new technology world can provide a environment where children develop and learn with technology but also learn with creativity of their own not a programme with adductive tendency’s.(Radesky, J. et al. (2024) - Child mobile screen use and behavioural associations) (Mallawaarachchi, S. et al. (2021) - Digital play engagement and children's wellbeing).(assessed 6th June 2026).
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