News Report on the Exhumation of Spanish Dictator General Franco


The news report from Euro news gives a focus on the debate surrounding the exhumation and reburial of the Spanish Dictator, General Franco. The news report shows a reflection on what has happened that lead to the current events happening live on the news. There is a divide in the debate that is both political and social. The main focus is on the deaths caused by General Franco as seen through a map graph presented by the Anchor-woman, which shows the amount and location of people who died because of Franco. This debate caused Parliament to become involved in the debate. The news report has a huge focus on the legislative side with references to the Prime Ministers Statement and a focus on the Far right and the Far left. The coverage’s main purpose is to portray the views about the reburial of Franco. 

The news reporter reported that he had observed a few members of the pubic described the reburial as an ‘act of revenge’. The political context of the situation is a theme that continues to be mentioned in the report. The report does not just reflect the argument from the victims of General Franco but also shows the issue that the living family are arguing for. There was a legal conflict on the debate that was made by the family that was taken to court. The family lost the legal battle and General Franco was exhumed and reburied at the Mingorrubio Cemetery, which is also known as the Cemetery of El Pardo, just outside the capital Madrid. 

The news channel.

Euro News it is a European news channel, therefore it doesn’t have any bias to a specific country. It has 30 nationalities represented with 17 languages spoken bringing an understanding that it is unbiased to one specific country. Therefore it has an unbiased opinion of Spain resulting in no agenda being put across to the audience. No propaganda is shown in the news report as both sides of the argument are spoken about to the general public. Therefore the News channel is unbiased as the channel has departments all over Europe and with international reporters. 

The focus audience that Euro news are targeting are the everyday people who are interested in watching and understanding the news across Europe. There main target are adults. However the information must remain impartial and must be aware that children could possibly be watching as well so must accommodate all age groups with professional language. The news is Reported live so no edit and was happening as a current subject, so purpose is to inform and update the audience. The News report needs to interest and accommodate an audience of 400 million people that are spread across 160 countries. 

The report has to contain condensed information due to the news coverage being around 3 mins. The content is limited to the key points that the reporter wishes to get across. There is a heavy focus on the Prime Minister’s statement that was made. The News Reporter is Spanish and therefore could possibly have a biased opinion but as the News Channel has no political agenda and is independent from being State run or has no political views, therefore, they are not sending political Propaganda to their audience but help the viewer make their own opinions on the situation.

The presentation of the news report had a goal of attracting the audience. The bold headlines are giving only enough information to make the viewers intrigued. The emphasis on the different points of views bring the audience to have a debate on the issue themselves and it does not matter where the view lives, they can have a valid debate due to the important information that the new report gives. The Reporter interviews a relative of a victim and this gives a voice to arguments that are unable to take this to court or are personally involved rather than politically involved. This brings an emotional point of view, but it also adds other opinions to the debate giving the viewer more to thing and discuss. The news report is informative, however, for those without any knowledge of General Franco, there is not much information about the person. Despite this, the lack of information on General Franco could be a method used to gain audience interest in the topic and do their own research on General Franco. This sparks an interest for the viewer and brings opinions on the subject.

Therefore the news channel and the news report bring different points of views about the exhumation and reburial of General Franco. The news channel has no agenda and is separate from any political influence or bias. The report is only giving out information that is factual and anything that is from opinion is what is observed. The report gives many points of views, politically, socially, historically and bringing into question morality through the victim’s accounts. The various sides of the debate which gives the audience to get better understanding of the situation that is being shown live. The debate is also an emotional report as it brings backs memories for the victims and shows the violent side of the Franco Regime. The report has to remain professional but due to the information given and the deaths linked to General Franco, the news has to have some empathy for the victims. As the news channel is not state run or has any political involvement this video and the source is credible and is not as biased as most news stations that would be reporting on the event. As the event is live, there is no opportunity to change events for political gain, what was reported is what was happening in that exact moment. Therefore the news channel is unbiased and presents facts and opinions that are fair and factual. General Franco’s exhumation brings many issues that the news channel highlights but the different views are mentioned in the channel and not used at propaganda.
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