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Research Question (1 sentence max.)

A critical analysis of the effectiveness of Protection Notices (DVPNs) and Orders (DVPOs) in policing Domestic Abuse.
Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 

Tackling and responding to Domestic Abuse (DA) remains a top priority for Policing and other public bodies. It forms part of the local and national control strategy and is a priority for Dyfed Powys Police (DPP). The statutory provisions for Domestic Violence Protection Notices (DVPNs) and Orders (DVPOs) are now set out in the Domestic Abuse Acts 2013 and 2021.  DVPNs and DVPOs are short-term protection mechanisms, aimed at providing victims with time to plan longer-term strategies to escape abusive relationships. Despite being available in England and Wales since 2014, there is relatively little research regarding their use and effectiveness.   

The range of DA related research and publications is heavily focussed on attrition rates (Hester, 2006); same-sex relationships (Donovan and Hester 2014), women from BME backgrounds (Banga and Gill 2008, Gill and Harrison 2016), male victims (Hester et al. 2015) and attempting to predict and prevent further harm (Thornton, 2017), each highlighting the lack of research here in UK in comparison to other countries.  

A study that examined the trajectories of 869 reports of intimate partner violence remains the most comprehensive study of its kind to date but predates the introduction of these civil orders (Hester, 2006).  Blackburn and Graca (2021) conducted a critical reflection of cases (263) in the Metropolitan Police Service whereby DVPOs were issued and concluded that assessing the use and effectiveness was not straightforward. They highlighted their findings were transversal to numerous jurisdictions and should be considered when developing or assessing policies to address domestic abuse of a similar nature to that currently used.

Although Chopin and Aebi (2020) assessed the attrition of cases of DA in Switzerland, the findings identifying data quality issues with DA cases across continents, raising the need for further work in this area.  Jones (2020) concluded that although there is a vast array of research into DA both in the UK and internationally, there is a lack of research which focuses solely on the on the use of DVPN/Os, especially in Wales.  

A Home Office Research project (Kelly et al, 2013) into the evaluation of the pilot of Domestic Violence Protection Orders focussed primarily on the economic and financial implications of order.  The focus of research by Speed and Richardson (2022) was the availability of legal aid to victims of DA and inability for DVPOs to overcome such barriers experienced in occupation orders, more associated with family court proceedings.  Most of the participants in the quantitative results conducted by Ewin et al (p.160, 2020) agreed or strongly agreed that DVPNs were effective, and an almost equal number agreed or strongly agreed that DVPOs were effective. This was supported by previous research findings (Kelly et al., 2013) and infers that DVPN/O’s are valued by practitioners. Ewin et al (2020) concluded that DVPOs are of limited use adding that as their use is restricted to these higher-risk cases, the full effect of the orders may be limited.

Other factors will need to be understood during qualitative analysis, as identified through the in-depth interviews with officers by Hoyle (1998). It was concluded that police decision making is in fact a dynamic interaction between structure and culture. It focused on negative aspects of police culture, and potentially underplaying organisational and legal influences, for decision-making relating to domestic violence and associated orders and will be a focus for this research. An exploratory study (Myhill, 2019) of police attitudes and decision making around DA, supports the previous presented model of police decision-making some 20 years earlier.  Historically, police response to domestic violence in the UK was seen as characterised by a reluctance to intervene unless the violence employed was regarded as very serious (Cross and Newbold, 2010). Bessant (2015) concluded that support and consideration for victim autonomy are essential if these measures are to improve the protection afforded to domestic violence victims, at odds with league tables and a policing performance regime.

McPhee et al (2022) concluded that the likelihood of a positive outcome at the end of the criminal justice process is low, and that present or absent case characteristics can reduce these prospects further. It suggests that the experience of seeking justice is dependent on both case type and victim characteristics, and this research may affirm or challenge such findings.
Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.

To assess the effectiveness by providing an empirically based review of the current use of DVPN/O’s, (and move to DAPO’s) by DPP and considering whether they can be deemed successful in their intended outcomes. 

The study will do so against the legal context in which the orders were created, considering the implications of their replacement with Domestic Abuse Protection Notices (DAPNs) and Domestic Abuse Protection Orders (DAPOs), as introduced by the new Domestic Abuse Bill 2021.

Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims 

· Detail the legitislave framework.
· Explore the views of the professionals working in the field of Domestic abuse.
· Ascertain the occasions when DVPNs were considered and not authorised.
· List the occasions when DVPNs were considered and authorised.
· Scrutinise how/when cases where DVPO was/ was not granted.
· Review cases where offenders breached the DVPO.
· Investigate the cases where further offences were reported.
· Outline the findings.
· Explore the impact in moving from DVPOs to DAPOs.
· Conclude and propose the future direction.

Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 

Stage 1: Quantitative date:
National

· Number of domestic violence protection notices, domestic violence protection orders and domestic violence disclosure schemes applied for and granted by each police force area (ONS);
· His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services data (HMICFRS) - data on arrests, Domestic Violence Protection Orders (DVPOs), Domestic Violence Protection Notices (DVPNs) and the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme.

Dyfed Powys Police
· DVPNs issued in the period between January 2018 and December 2022 in DPP.
· Risk gradings (DASH) associated with each.
· DVPN applications leading to successful DVPOs where ratified by the courts within the same period.
· DVPOs breached within these same periods.
· Breach cases with an arrest made of the perpetrator.
· The gender, age of the perpetrator in all cases where a DVPN was issued.
· The gender of the victim in all cases where a DVPN was issued.
· Type of offence/violence used for DVPN/DVPO utilised for.
· Case completion rationale/outcome when DVPO issued.

Stage 2: Qualitative data
· In-depth interviews with domestic abuse specialists (DAOs, IDVAs, CPS DA lawyers, Magistrates, third sector supporters, Superintendents)
· Questionnaire of wider group of specialists.
· Questionnaire of victims.
· Sample of cases – see below.

Sample: Who/what, how man, where from, sampling method. 

The cases selected will include cases where males and females protected, when children are referenced, and across the four counties of the Policing areas. The sampling will include:

· Review 50 High risk DA cases with no CJ outcome and no DVPN.
· Interview 5 OIC in understanding the rationales.
· Review 50 cases whereby a DVPN was authorised (and the subsequent action).
· Review each case whereby the DVPO was not granted at court.
· Interview a DPP lawyer to ascertain views.
· Review the 12month period thereafter (excluding 2022 data) to ascertain further reports/offences/offending.

Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  

It is important to consider the impact of a survey or questionnaire when asking respondents about their experience of domestic abuse. The Dyfed Powys Police Victim engagement forum coordinator will coordinate an approach and contact, and participants identified as victims of DA will be provided with a disclaimer and asked to complete a questionnaire. The questionnaire will be preceded by an appropriate disclaimer providing reassurance and support to those willing to share their views with post completion signposting ensuring their welfare and treated with sensitivity throughout. 

All information will be kept strictly confidential and anonymised. To ensure confidentiality, personal information such as names, addresses and any identifiable information will also be removed. The interviews will be audio-recorded to enable me to transcribe (type the interview) and record any findings. 

These audio-recordings along with any personal information will be encrypted (password protected) in a safe location, before being deleted at the end of the study. 

 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?

All research methods and data captured will be retained on encrypted password protected electronic devises. Password protected spreadsheets will be used for data gathered and analysed.  Microsoft excel will be used to collate and analyse data using relevant formulas and tables.

Questionnaires will be stored as word documents on a secure drive.  The typed minutes or transcripts of in-depth interviews will be stored as video and/or word documents on the save encrypted electronic storage.

Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.

	Timescale
	Action

	19/12/22
	Engage with Victim engagement forum

	19/12/22
	Attend DA court and observe DVPO applications 

	19/12/22
	Identify point of contacts at each DA agency

	7/1/23
	Arrange a 1-2-1 with dedicated CPS DA Lawyers

	14/1/23
	Extract all data from DPP systems

	28/1/23
	Submit bespoke questionnaire to the below:
· DPP Superintendents 
· DPP DVPO Lawyers
· DPP Investigators
· DPP DAO’s
· IDVAs
· DA victims identified through
· DA third sector support agencies

	28/2/23
	Complete in-depth interviews with professionals in each of the above categories as available (excluding 

	14/2 - 7/3/23
	Complete the sampling analysis of the cases

	14/3/23
	Identify gaps in primary/secondary research and plan to address

	28/3/23
	Further literature review of new referenceable material




Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  

[bookmark: _Hlk120877902]Blackburn and Graca (2022) highlighted that their findings were transversal to numerous jurisdictions and should, therefore considered when developing or assessing policies to address domestic abuse of a similar nature to that currently used in England and Wales.  Measuring the success of DVPNs and DVPOs can be done in different ways.  An indicator of success could be whether victims used the time that the orders provide them with to seek longer-term strategies to escape abusive relationships. Kelly et al (2013) identified from the sample group, very few victims did this. Burton (2018) speculates that this could be because of the cost of doing so, particularly, if the victim exceeds the threshold for Legal Aid. 

The findings are anticipated to highlight the effectiveness (or lack) of the Orders, the factors that identify if a DVPN is applied for or DVPO granted, and how DAPO’s can enhance or prohibit the safeguarding of DA victims. 

As DPP strives towards the ambitious organisational goal to eradicate domestic abuse, the findings and conclusions will assist in the implementation of strategies to enhance the use of DAPOs, investigators thoughts and victims homes.
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NOTE: Overall word count is 1500 words.
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