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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Jedilcia Naira Da Costa (1982017)

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Judith Marshall





Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology 
	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	Quantitative 

	Experimental 
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	Online Questionnaire Survey 

	Qualitative 

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	Online  


	Mixed Methods 

	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews 



	Lab-based study 

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).

The significance of the media's stereotyped representations of young offenders.





	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

Young people are often portrayed negatively rather than positively in media which leads to the public creating an unbalanced perception of the behaviour and attitudes of the majority of young people. The study aims to critically explore and analyse the different perspectives of individuals regarding how young offenders are portrayed in the current day via the media compared to the thoughts, opinions and feelings of the public of such representations and its significance. The importance of raising awareness of how negative reporting and perceptions can be damaging in communities is a crucial factor in the consideration of youth incidents. The most common theory is the differential association
theory which sparked much research into explaining delinquent conduct; it remains an essential explanation for juvenile delinquency, as it is difficult to establish that crime is acquired in the same way that other behaviours are as suggested by Sutherland et al. (1992). The research evidence highlighting and supporting the proposed research question on the topic of juvenile delinquent includes a crime book published by researchers Marsh, I., & Melville, G. (2014) with other substantial supporting literature by Stevenson, M. C., & Bottoms, B. L. (2009), Faucher, C. (2009) and Knowles (2021). The proposed project idea will employ qualitative methodologies enabling a deeper understanding of personal experiences, phenomena and context. Data collection will require interviewing skills in a focus group setting with specifically designed questions to understand human experience and help with the write up of the concluding factors to identify an answer to the proposed question. 
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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

Hypothesis
1. In the current day, what is the public perception of young offenders?
2. What are the fundamental causes of crime perceptions that differ considerably from reality?
3. Is the public's perception of teen criminality aligned with real rates of youth offending?

It is hypothesised that a substantial clear pattern indicating that the media consistently presents youth in an extremely unfavourable light would emerge from the data gained from the participants' perspectives.






Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.



Participants
Undergraduate students aged 18 or over studying a Psychology related course at UWTSD who will be recruited using the Experimental Management System (EMS) in exchange for credit points. The study will target two main participant groups, those reporting negative comments and thoughts following the media representation compared to those justifying the behaviour of young offenders with supporting evidence based on personal experiences and opinions. The study aims to utilise 30 participants to enable a fair analysis of data. In similarity aspects, a study conducted by Deans et al. (2022) saw an overall number of 30 young participants however these were divided into 9 focus groups and De Boer et al. (2022) with a range of sample sized studies from 2 up to 100 participants. When comparing previous research presented, the current study will enable clear and justified explanations supported by a fair number of thoughts and opinions. 

Design
The design used in this study will be a qualitative method to explore the and analyse the data. The aim for the study is the examination of correlations between independent and dependent variables that occur naturally making this study a correlation. The first independent variable will be the presence or absence of negative attitude to young offenders’ crimes seen in the media. The second independent variable will be the attitudes and opinions of participants based on their own personal experiences with young offenders. The dependent variable is the attitudes of participants following a discussion with peers about the topic. The main data for each focus group will be observed and collected using a voice recording of the Microsoft Teams call following permission of participants. Due to the type of data being rich and in depth-information, the data will be analysed using the transcript method to find differences, similarities and enable finding themes to develop data categories.

Materials

The required documents to collect the appropriate and relevant data to successfully conduct the research study would be prepared beforehand. These will be sent to the participants via UWTSD student emails before the study to provide enough time for these to be carefully read and acknowledged before being returned, including the consent form. Participants will be sent an information sheet at the very beginning outlining the goals of the study. In order to obtain valid consent, a consent form will be designed, which will identify the main ethical and data protection objectives of the research. A debrief sheet will also be created, explaining the study's intent containing contact information for the researcher.

Procedure
This study will be completed on a live recorded Microsoft Teams call in small groups of people who have signed up and confirmed consent and given permission for their data to be used accordingly. Following consent, the participants will join the online Microsoft Teams call where they will engage in a discussion based upon relevant questions proposed with supporting resources including photographs from newspaper articles and a few recent article headlines regarding youth offending. Once all the questions have been answered and discussed, the participants will be thanked for taking part and debriefed before leaving the group call.























Key Ethical considerations (150 words)


	In this section you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 

Participants will be duped to some extent because they will be uninformed that they have been divided into groups for the purpose of the study. This will be fully disclosed at the debrief following the completion of the study, along with information on the study's hypothesis and the chance to discuss any additional questions. Participants could be distressed by the questions presented in the focus group interview. They will be informed of this before to partaking, and their data will be kept entirely confidential and anonymous. Participants will be advised, however, that they are permitted to withdraw at any point if they become uncomfortable debating the subject.
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