
In order to determine whether the UK is a fully democratic state, it is firstly important to determine what is democracy, and then to look at how democratic the UK actually is. There are many different ways one could determine how democratic the UK is, but I will be looking at the UK’s voting system and how unrepresentative it can be, and also looking at recent General Election results.
There have been many different definitions of democracy, these definitions often depend on the time period, the location, and the culture. For example prior to the 1918 representation of the people Act being passed, it was deemed acceptable to deny all women the vote. The idea that some were excluded from the right to vote is undemocratic. Even after this act was passed only women over the age of 30 that met a property qualification could vote, this meant that although 8.5 million women were now able to vote, there was still a third of women were could not.

Herodotus, who was a greek historian in the 5th century BCE, described democracy as being ‘the rule of the many’ and ‘equality before the law’.
 although democracy during Herodotus’ time would have only been for male land owning Greek citizens, the idea of equality and the rule of the many can be seen in today’s idea of democracy. So based off his description, one could attempt to define a democratic government as one that directly listens to, and Is formed by, the people.

Within democracies there are many different types of voting systems, and democracies tend to use a variety of them for different elections. Here are a number of voting systems; single transferable vote, also known as STV, is a form of proportional representation voting. It tries to better represent the views of a population, and is used in the Australian senate, Malta’s House of representatives, and Ireland’s Assembly.
 Single transferable vote is a system that allows a person to cast rank a list of candidates from their favourites to their least, this system allows a voter to vote for who they genuinely believe to be the best candidate, and not have to vote strategically.
 Single transferable vote is used to elect the Deputy Speaker in the House of Commons, the Assembly elections in Northern Ireland, Local elections in Scotland and Northern Ireland, and European parliament elections in Northern Ireland.
 England and Wales uses the first past the post voting system in the House of Commons and local councils.
 the first past the post system is when a person can cast one vote, and whoever gets the most votes is elected. To elect the chairs of most committees in the House of Commons, the Lord Speaker, and by-elections for hereditary peers, Alternative Vote is used. This system is ranks candidates, and the first person to get more than 50 per cent of the vote is elected. If no one achieves the 50 per cent, then the person with the fewest first rankings is eliminated and the vote carries on until a person is elected.
 In England and Wales, the supplementary voting system is used to elect police commissioners and mayors. This system allows a person to choose their first and second preferences of candidates. This system simply uses crosses instead of numbers, so a person can not rank one candidate above the other. If no one gets over 50 per cent then all candidates except for the two most popular, get eliminated and the votes are recounted.
 Additional member system is used for the Scottish Parliament. The National Assembly for Wales, and the London Assembly. This system gives a voter two separate ballots, one to elect a constituency member, the other is for a political party. The constituency votes are counted and elected on a first past the post basis, additional members are then elected using the party votes. These votes elect a number of members based on the proportion of votes for a particular group.
 There is also a closed party list, this is used by England, Scotland, and Wales to elect members of the European parliament. A person gets one vote, this vote is then counted and the number of seats handed out to a certain party is proportional to the amount of votes a party got.
 There are a lot of different voting methods, but arguably the most undemocratic is the first past the post system.
Issues like gerrymandering and malapportionment negatively impact the voting system, and therefore negatively impacts democracy. Gerrymandering is the act of manipulating an areas boundaries in an attempt to skew results to favour a particular group, although gerrymandering is more prevalent in the United States, it is still somewhat an issue in the UK.  Malapportionment is the act of creating districts with different ratios of representatives to voters, so an area with a smaller population such as the constituency of Arfon which had 42,215 registered voters in the 2019 General Election,
 would have more influence when compared to an area like the Isle of Wight which has 113,021 registered voters.
 Malapportionment has had major effects on British general elections since 1955.
 This is something the labour party has benefited from historically, which up until the 2015 General Election was the largest party in Scotland and Wales .
The 2010 general election was unique in the sense when a coalition came into power, for almost three decades there was a clear political winner in every general election, and a single-party government with a majority in parliament, the exception being in 1992.
 The 2010 coalition was the first one in the nation since 1945, which was known as the war-time coalition.
Something that could be seen as undemocratic is that political parties often have areas that are considered their ‘heartland’, these areas are places that will always vote for a certain party, this results in opposing parties spending less time and resources with these areas and the people within. One example of this would be Coventry, labour would got 50.1 per cent of the vote in 2005, and in 20 would also get 44.5 per cent of the vote, these were both clear wins in the three seats in the area.
 To show that a party has loyal areas Walton in Liverpool is a good example, they had a strong support for the labour party in 2015, in the 2017 election Walton had the largest vote for a single party, 77.1 percent, and in 2019 Labour received a 84.7 percent vote share.

In UK democracy a party can get control of a constituency with a minority vote, one example of this would be the constituency of Kensington, which in the 2019 General Election was won by the conservatives with a vote share of 38.3 per cent, labour would come second with a vote share of 38 per cent. This highlights a flaw in the first past the post system, that is the fact that although the conservatives got a minority in the area, and only had 150 more votes, that now makes the whole area conservative. Another example of this is in Ynys Mon in the 2019 General election when the conservatives gained the constituency after getting 35.5 percent of the vote, this again highlights the fault in our system again, a party can not, or should not, be able to gain control with a minority. In 2015, the conservatives won their seat in Gower by only 27 votes, they had 15,862 votes and labour had 15,835.
 Since they got 27 extra votes they get to represent the whole population of the area.
The 2015 General Election was not representative of how the people voted. In this election labour would gain 30 percent of the votes and receive 36 percent of the seats in Parliament.
 Although labour received a higher percentage of seats than votes, the percentages are quite close when compared to other parties. The conservatives would get 37 percent of the vote and got 51 percent of the seats in parliament.
 This gives an error rate in the representation of the people. There are error percentage rate in most elections, this error rate is the difference between the percentage of the votes a party got compared to the amount of seats they got. For example in the 2015 general election the conservatives got 331 seats, which is 50.9% of the total seats. The conservatives got 11,334,726 votes, which is 37% of the total votes. This gives an error rate of 13.9%. The total misrepresentation error rate of the election comes to 47%.

Another flaw in democracy is that when a party has a majority in parliament, no matter how slight of a majority, gives that power effectively full control of parliament as they could, assuming they have the full support of the party, pass any legislation they want. So having 51 percent of the seats in parliament can give a lot of power to a single power, this seems quite undemocratic.
The 2015 general election did highlight one of the few ways first past the post system can work. In Walton in Liverpool, Labour received 81.3 per cent of the vote. This clearly shows that the majority of people that voted in this area support labour, and because of this it seems right and democratic that Labour represent the area.
 This can also be seen in Knowsley and East Ham.

Another example of how the past the post system does not properly representative the people is in Belfast South, which in 2015 the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) held their seat, despite only getting 24.5 percent of the vote.
 This flawed system allowed under a quarter of the voting population, which also only had a 60 percent voter turnout. The election at Belfast South only had a 60 percent voter turnout. Within the 60 percent of those who voted the SDLP only got 24.5 percent of the vote. So less than a quarter of the people in the area support the SDLP, yet the SDLP are supposed to represent all the people in the area.
 In the 2015 election over half the constituencies had a minority elected. Monmouth would elect the conservative party on a 49.9 percent vote, this was the highest minority elected. Monmouth was the 318th lowest share of the vote out of 650 constituencies. So 332 constituencies would elect a minority to represent them.

Despite the flaws in the UK’s voting system, it can at times represent a peoples thoughts and needs. One example would be that in the 2015 General Election the Scottish National Party (SNP) took 56 out of the 71 seats in Scotland, this could possibly reflect on the increase in Scottish nationalism.

Although in the UK there are many political parties, there are only two parties who have a chance to get into power, these are the conservatives and labour. The last time a party besides these two won an election would be in 1931 with the National Labour Party with Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald. Although the two main parties dominate British politics, occasionally the smaller parties do have an important role to play, such as the DUP in the 2017 election when the conservatives were five seats short of the majority, and in 2010 when the Conservatives only got 306, 20 seats less then required to form a government. So the Liberal Democrats,. Who had 57 seats were asked to form a coalition.

For a democracy to be truly democratic it needs a voting system that truly represents the people. So if the UK does not properly represent the people, or at least those who vote, then it can not truly be a fully democratic state. This can be seen in areas like Belfast South, where a very small minority can gain power in the area.
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