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[bookmark: _Toc160294887]Introduction 
The following report summarizes a thorough financial evaluation of Barclays PLC, a Fortune 500 company acting as a platform for financial services at NYSE. There will be three main parts to the analysis the first one will look at the company's history the second one will be at its financial performance and then the third part will talk about the evaluation of new investment opportunities. Firstly, the report presents Barclays' history, the way the company works, its main rivals, and vital developments in the last five years that include not only shortcomings but also important strategic shifts. Having covered the introduction, it then explores an in-depth assessment of Barclays' financial health by the use of financial ratios such as profitability, liquidity, gearing, and efficiency. These are used to compare Barclays with a major competitor that beats it out to know where the company stands in the market. The report, lastly, evaluates the possible investment projects and their profitability based on Payback Period, Accounting Rate of Return, and Net Present Value techniques. Guiding on Barclays' financial management and investment strategies, which are promoting better shareholder value and competitive advantage is the main focus of this report.
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[bookmark: _Toc160295317]Figure 1 Barclays Plc Logo 
Source:(mobileecosystemforum.com, 2021)
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[bookmark: _Toc160294889]Brief History of Barclays Plc
As a global banking and financial service provider, Barclays PLC delights customers via retail banking, credit cards, wholesale banking, investment banking, wealth management and investment management services across the globe. Initiated in 1690 in London, the institution has increasingly expanded its banking operations in more than 50 countries and megacities, making it one of the world's biggest banks with over 48 million customers. Barclays has quotes in the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) as BCS, and thus, it cannot be understated how large it operates worldwide competing with other banking giants such as HSBC, JPMorgan Chase, and Citigroup (Kitema, 2021). 
Over the last five years, resting in the palm, fate subdued Barclays PLC courageous enough to sail through the troublesome financial landscape, where the events hazed the horizon, have determined the bank’s operational status and strategy decisions. Some of these events are the occurrence of a change in leadership, a major lawsuit, a strategic change in direction, or merger and acquisition (M&A), all of which turned out to have substantial quantitative effects on the company's results and forecast.
2019: Strategic Overhaul and Leadership Change
Barclays, one of the UK's biggest banks, set about a strategic restructuring in 2019 to lower costs and increase income. In this regard, the re-tooling of its financial division was quite considerable, which was reported with some degree of uncertainty from the market. Furthermore, 2019 witnessed the stepping down of the chairman John McFarlane who was succeeded Nigel Higgins (Scholl and AlAwadhi, 2016).
2020: COVID-19 problem and measures of this support
The financial sector of the global community was shattered by the pandemic outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020, and it was no surprise that Barclays was in no way out of the range of this immense catastrophe. Due to the epidemic, Barclays had implemented some structuring support for its clients which comprised of loan deferral and emergency funding for businesses. 
2021: Legal enforcement problems and agreements.
Barclays had to deal with the most of legal problems in 2021, one of them being a British Pounds fine for culpability in the manipulation of foreign exchange markets. The bank agreed to pay in this case, after which it had to go through the issue of compliance and governance practices. this function highlighted the regulative and legal uncertainties for the worldwide financial institutions that continue as they face new ones (Pavlović, Todosijević, and Stanojević, 2021).
2022: Acquisition and Expansion
In the year 2022, Barclays accelerated its acquisition strategy by investing in a fintech company, which can be interpreted as a great step towards innovative digital finance. This endeavour was one of the steps of Barclays' plan to get into non-financial income sources not only, but also utilize technology-enabled services and offer more options to its customers to compete better with both traditional banks and emerging fintech players.
2023: Incentivize Sustainable and ESG-driven data centres.
The last couple of years have been marked by Barclay's commitment to environmental issues and ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) principles with the Bank making key investments in sustainable finance and carbon footprint reduction, as demonstrated by the number of environmental initiatives it has launched in the past year. They should promise to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and accelerate the financial support given out to environmentally friendly projects (Mülbert and Sajnovits, 2022).
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