WEEK 1: The Sky in Archaeology

Purpose of the week
The topic of Archaeoastronomy and its history is introduced this week. Like all academic disciplines, its definition is not fixed. In addition, it may be considered a practice, in that academic archaeoastronomers study the practice of archaeoastronomy. There is also a blurring of boundaries between the strict notion of archaeoastronomy as concerning the relationship between astronomy and archaeology, and the wider field of ‘cultural astronomy’, which is introduced in the Introduction module.

Other tasks this week
· Familiarize yourself with the weekly structure of the module
· Join the Facebook group
· Print off the various technical notes 
· Look at the assessment criteria for the first essay.

Class Description
The study of the sky in archaeology has a history that dates back to the early British antiquarians of the 19th century. Relationships between ancient monuments and the sky have been proposed, off and on, for the better part of the last century. However, it was not until the 1960s, with Gerald Hawkins’ Stonehenge Decoded, that this topic caught the imagination of both the general public and the attention of the wider academic community. Since then archaeoastronomy acquired solid foundations in the social sciences, especially Archaeology, Anthropology and History. This week’s readings explore its history and foundations from three different perspectives. Clive Ruggles (an insider) is as astronomer turned archaeoastronomer that has been leading the field for the past few decades; Ronald Hutton (an outsider) is an historian with an interest in British paganism and magic; and Nick Campion (both insider and outsider) is well known to students of the MA CAA.

The readings are light this week as part of your time will be taken by familiarizing yourself with the course material. Take some time to familiarize yourself with the website of academic organizations, such as ISAAC and SEAC. These will be especially helpful for you to learn the names of the key scholars on specific topics, as well as conference proceedings and announcements, which will help you on your research projects. The recommended resources below list a couple of websites for you to start with.

Thought for the Week
What distinguishes Archaeoastronomy from Cultural Astronomy? Is there a difference?

Hands-on exercise for the Week
What phase is the moon on?

Use a smartphone or camera to take a picture of the moon and post it on the module's Facebook page. Don't forget to tell us where you are and what time it was when you took the picture.
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