New Testament Survey on False Teachings/Teachers

For my Coursework I have chosen one of the Pastoral Epistles which is 1 Timothy however I digress that my area of focus was 1 Timothy 1:1-1:12 being as that was the area which addressed the nature of false teachings. I have chosen these selected passages because of the very nature of the  suggested heresies and the ideas hypothesised as being the nature of false teachers and false teachers. To illustrate my argument I have used arguments from scholars such as Spurgeon, Gills, Ellicott, Mathew Henry and Jamieson-Faussett-Brown. Most of their arguments were from a Christian stand point. I chose them because of their inconsistencies of interpretation. To hopefully better exemplify the analysis of interpretation of these selected quotes. The  opening of 1 Timothy starts with the passage:

1 Timothy 1:1 

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God...”
(Biblehub.com, 2018).

On the subject of false teachings the idea that the apostles such as the apostle Paul are sanctified people within the New testament suggests the concept that the apostle Paul was chosen by god. Whereas other suggested teachers other than the apostles and Christ himself with a few exceptions were not chosen by god and do not profess the true nature of god and 'it's' teachings. According to Spurgeon's exposition Jesus represents the only hope for man which better exemplifies his interpretation of this biblical verse from a Christian standpoint. The argument that he makes suggests that all other teachers other than Jesus is true Christian doctrine even though the apostle Paul is vindicated as a man that professes Jesus' teaching it is not the same as the very word of mouth from Christ himself which he seems to be suggesting
. Though from his main argument he seems to alluding to the idea on the nature of false teaching that the words of the apostles have a similar but not precise bearing as that of Christ himself because they were taught under him which addresses the nature of false teachers as being those that have not been taught under Christ
.


1 Timothy 1:2 

“To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord”.
(Biblehub.com, 2018).


According to John Gills the same thing can be said of this quote that Timothy even though not officially a apostle is acknowledged by this book of the bible as being a “son of the faith” which better exemplifies the idea that some people's preachings in the bible are acknowledged by god and Jesus as being genuine teachings.
 whereas with previous quotes there have been minor doctrinal interpretations for example with this quote it seems to be better exemplifying the idea that some hear the calling of god while others do not
. Though Timothy is not strictly an apostle he is praised as having the correct interpretation of scripture and is even heralded as a “true son of the faith” which seems to be suggesting that his interpretation of the nature of false teaching seems to be reminiscent of the apostle's teachings, that if one were to follow Timothy's teachings, the apostles and Christ's from this book of the Bible then it would be viewed the correct approach of scripture within this book. On the subject of false teachers then supposedly anything that breaks away from this framework would advantageously be seen as sin and thing else that is preached that strays away from this plan would be considered to be false teachings. Though in the groundwork of the Bible there are a few non-apostles for a lack of a better word would be heralded as professing the true nature of god and existence so as an appliable framework for doctrine; the scope of the teachings of Christ, the apostles and those which are heralded as speaking the true words of Christ, would make for teachings which we would consider today as being core doctrine anything outside that margin would be viewed as sin and outcast.

1 Timothy 1:3-5

“...certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith”.
(Biblehub.com, 2018).

With 1 Timothy 1:3-1:5 there are successive idea which relate to eternal truths such as having a good conscience and accepting love into one's life which too many would seem like an eternal truth and is arguably one of the fundamental teachings of Timothy and is truth that one point or another everyone has tried to resolve in one's self. Back to the nature of false teachings it talks about genealogies probably alluding to Greek heroes such as Hercules and Achilles which many Greeks thought they were descended from which is viewed as heretical belief and as such is viewed as a false teaching. According to Ellicott's interpretation he says that the quote in 1 Timothy 1:3 is viewed as being a problem in Epheus because the preachers there preach every thing 'other' than the truth which relates to the idea of false teachings that quite simply put anything which is other than the truth is considered heresy and false teaching
. But for the first portions of 1 Timothy there is no related argument as to what is considered to be untrue and for further vindication of the idea of eternal truth most Christians look into other chapters in the bible to find out about said alleged divine truth. So anyone that preaches anything other than the eternal truth would be considered a false teacher.

1 Timothy 1:7

“They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm”
(Biblehub.com, 2018).

According to Mathew Henry's exposition the teaching in scripture is related to love and light and anything that detracts from that is often sought as being heretical and not the true nature of the teachings of Christ which he sought to inform people of
. While according to John gill's exposition this is related to the ten commandments and people that preach the ten commandments first given to Moses on mount Sinai but do not truly understand them is what is thought of being the doctrine of false teachings and the nature of false teachers that pretend to preach the word of god but do not
. According to the pulpit commentary this is related to the Jewish origins of people that preach fallible words to obscure the ten commandments which is related to the time period that Timothy was in, when Jewish mystics would often voice their opinion allegedly on matters that they do not understand. On the idea of false teachings anything that does not relate to the original ten commandments is often thought as being a form of heresy and anything that preaches outside of those guidelines is viewed as being the nature of false teaching
. 

1 Timothy 1:9

“We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers”
(Biblehub.com, 2018).

According to Ellicott's commentary this is related to the law not being set down for righteous people instead is made for people who who are lawless and for people who sinful in nature which is also related to the laws set down by Moses according to Ellicott's commentary
. According to John gill's exposition no man has been unsinful since the time of adam with original sin and with the coming of Jesus Christ so therefore this quote is applied to most people due to our sinful nature
. According to Mathew Henry anything that detracts from the love of god and fellow man is also seen as sinful which this quote seems to be suggesting. According to Jamieson-Faussett-Brown Bible commentary, unholy and profane addresses the third and fourth commandments which are one should not use god's name in vain and keep the Sabbath holy which this quote seems to be addressing also murderers seems to be suggesting that the fifth commandment which is one should honour their father and mother
. And man slayers which is a sin against the sixth commandment which is thou shallt not kill. The most recognised quote of them all
.

1 Timothy 1:10 

“for the sexually immoral, for those practising homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers--and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine”
.


According to Ellicott's exposition this quotation is referencing the teachings of the apostle Paul who taught Timothy everything that he knew and most references in this quote are allegedly to do with the ten commandments which the “sound doctrine” is a reference to
. Also the acts of homosexuality are a reference to Sodom and Gomorrah and Leviticus that a man should not lay with another man which Ellicott explains is to do with the nature of false teachers who profess these things
. 

So I conclude that practices within 1 Timothy such as homosexuality, lying, not keeping to the ten commandments and straying from the words of the apostles and Christ is primarily viewed as a wrong doing within the biblical context and within the nature of false teaching.
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