The Most Important Factors in Raising a Bilingual Child and the Suggestions for Parents
Bilingual means two languages in its direct meaning, definition from Longman dictionary of language teaching and applied linguistics of Richard (1992) noted that bilingual refer to a person who is able to utilize two languages, his or her ability of speaking, writing, listening and reading in both L1 and L2 are basically equal. This is idealized type of bilinguals, in reality, seldom individual could achieve that ideal level, most of the bilinguals have stronger language competence in L1 than L2 regarding their L1 background knowledge and capability. On this occasion, broader demarcation is made by Stern(1983) that since a minority number of bilinguals can have perfect ability and balance in both languages, therefore, any individual achieves L2 at any level of mastery could be granted as a bilingual. 
This essay intend to explore views on the most important factors in raising a bilingual child proposed by Baker (2014) which may link with my personal experiences and try to find implications behind them to provide advices for parents in raising their bilingual children. In terms of bilingual education, people would usually take emphasis on L2 teaching on range of courses in school setting. This essay would regard bilingual education as education within a family, where one or both parents use both L1 and L2 to communicate with their child since they were born or afterwards at their infantile period on a daily basis, their child then acquires L2 or foreign language unconsciously by exposing in natural language environment. In a bilingual family, parents use either of the language effectively and proficiently based on their actual demand through daily interpersonal communications. Baker (2014) has put forward his answers to question which most asked by parents of how to raise a bilingual child, his answers generally conclude real experiences in reality of parents in raising a bilingual child. 
1. Make child to develop languages in stress-free, joyful and pleasant way
Essentially language is tool for communication exchange, at the early stage of language progress much attention shouldn’t be paid on language forms such as grammar pattern and accurate utterance. For a child whose parents intend to raise him to be a bilingual, the child usually has a feeling of freshness and curiosity towards languages at this exploratory stage, frequently correcting errors of language form would dampen their enthusiasm and interest, which give them a sense of depress and uneasy and go against their proactive language acquisition. 
It’s important to pay more attention to child’s emotion and whether the process of language development creates benefit experiences for child, we have to make sure parents provide stress-free, joyful and pleasant atmosphere for their child when raising their child to be a bilingual. 
Sometimes parents are eager for quick success and instant benefits, fail to constrain themselves from correcting mistakes constantly, as the circumstance I have experienced with one of my friends. 
My friend is a Chinese and her husband a British, they have a daughter named Georgia, Georgia can speak both Chinese and English, Georgia is 3 years old and she is a talkative little girl. Once I went to their house, Georgia was speaking to her father, she said: “I go to my school yesterday”, her father smiled and replied with passionate voice: “oh my dear Georgia you went to your school yesterday, my Georgia is so brilliant”. In this situation, Georgia made a mistake about tense, her father of course did realize that, Georgia was not interrupted and corrected by her father, the whole conversation progress smoothly. Georgia’s father didn’t dampen her spirit in communication exchange by showing tolerance to Georgia’s language mistake. In this way, Georgia is a carefree type of child without a single worry about her use of language, by using languages to communicate and exchange information with her parents through pleasant mood then develop favorable impression on languages. 

2. Constant encouragement is necessary
It’s important to encourage child throughout their language development, encouragements generally provide child with positive signals, which make them more determined and confident when they communicate with others. The encouragements could be gestures or affirmative words. There are two advantages of encouragement, foremost, when child apply language correctly to interact with family members or their junior partners, an encouragement from parents would definitely give them a sense of achievement, which could stimulate them progress further. Another encouragement is when child falsely use language to through communication, a timely encouragement is strength for child to push them move forward without timidity. 
My nephew is a 10 years old Chinese boy and is now in the sixth grade of his primary school, I occasionally tutor him in his English homework, each time when he made mistake about his English homework, I will point out the mistake and ask him to correct it immediately, a few times later he is reluctant to talk about his English homework with me anymore, thus I come to realize I seldom give him encouragement when facing his English study. After that, I begin to insist on giving him encouragement and praise, things become much better later on.

3. Exposure to both languages is important
Sufficient language exposure is a firm guarantee for child language development, even one acquires language ability during their critical period, if they don’t have enough opportunity to expose themselves onto languages afterwards, they won’t be able to strengthen their language skills and abilities further more. After adequate exposure of one kind of language, this language would then turn to as monolingual. It’s vital for parents decide which language they plan to have their child outperform another, thus expose more on that language.
I traveled to Geneva in 2015, Switzerland is a typical multilingual country, where German, French, Italian and Romance languages coexist as its native languages, almost all products in Switzerland are listed at least three languages on their product descriptions, within a country with only 400 square kilometers national territorial area, there are abundant opportunities for a Swiss resident to expose themselves into these languages, there are many opportunities to contact three languages in life. Geneva is a city with a high degree of internationalization, more than 46% of its residents hold foreign passports, it’s also the European headquarters of the United Nations which hosts perennial stationed diplomatic corps form more than 200 member states, in addition, Geneva's financial industry attracts talents from all over the world. 
Jimmy, son of our tour guide Mrs. Wong, Jimmy’s classmates were from all over the world, such as Malta and the Seychelles. Parents of Jimmy’s classmates few of them are pure Swiss, their transnational marriages just as common as our tans-provincial marriages. In this environment, children in Geneva grow up as "bilingual" or even "trilingual". Lisa once had a party with friends in Geneva, among them are an America couple and a Swiss couple, they have worked in China for a while can speak some Chinese. Each adult talked to each other by English, Lisa’s spoke Chinese to each other. However, the Swiss couple talks to their children with German since they from Zurich, the German-speaking region of Switzerland, American couple talks English to their children and Lisa talks Chinese to her child. Lisa’s child talked to children of American couple with French and then children of American couple talked to children of Swiss couple with English. Surrounded by an environment like this, there is no wonder why there are many bilingual even trilingual children. In this circumstance children are always exposed in a multilingual environment and constantly have opportunities to practice and use languages regularly.

4. Language surrounds language is vital
I remember when I went to study in Liverpool in 2014, I met my landlord Mrs. Dan, she is a Chinese and married to her Thailand husband. They have a son Mike, Mike was 4 years old back then, Dan and her husband both spoke English to Mike since Dan’s husband doesn’t speak Chinese and Mike himself spoke English as well. Until one day Mike’s grandparent visited Dan’s family, Mike can’t communicate with his grandparents since Mike spoke English and his grandparents spoke Chinese, Dan could do nothing but started translate for them. After that Dan came to realize she should have a balance between English and Chinese on Mike. Dan bought many Chinese books and read them in Chinese to Mike. Dan began to speak Chinese with Mike through every aspect of life, deliberately created the language environment to her son, soon Mike picked up Chinese quickly.
Parents are unable to both decide the innate language ability and control internal process of language development of their child, each child has his own tract towards his language development, but parents can provide language environment for their child, especially when their child still at a highly adaptable period whose language growth could either turn flourish or withered, it’s significant for parents offering whatever they could to provide and also protect favorable conditions to language development of their child.

Advices for parents concerning the most important factors in raising a bilingual child
In light of important factors in raising a bilingual child we have discussed above, we may come up with solutions direct at problems parents encountered when they raise their child to be bilingual.
1. Make us of various language games to promote language development
Children adore games by nature, games are part of their growing up, the development of children’s language ability can be effectively developed by reasonably utilize a variety range of game activities using their heritage language. For young children their vocal organ is under fully mature, in the process of participating various language games, beneficial growth would be imposed to their vocal organ thus cultivate their language expression abilities.
Depending on children’s characteristics and interests, parents could design some game activities by applying their heritage language such as object imitation, parents present cards with animals on them, and then the child is guided by their parents to imitate these animals according to their features, after imitation child will be asked to briefly describe and share these features with parents. The guide can be consisted by a series of prompt questions, for instance, “what’s the sound of the animal, what does it look like, or what is it capable of, etc. By using these approaches, words stock of child will be increased through game activities while it’s a good chance to lead child properly use these words. Parents should also design game activities which their child is interested in to develop child’s language expression abilities and language proficiencies by effectively guiding them joining these game activities, developing language competence by game activities is also an advantageous way to have children immersed in stress-free and pleasant environment when acquiring and learning. Raising your child bilingual is hard work so it is important to make the experience enjoyable through those fun activities is a useful way to motivate your child to learn the language (Multilingual Living, 2016).

2. Make sure adequate language exposure for both languages
Parents should always have clear direction in their mind about which language their child should be exposed to, there is no need to worry whether disadvantages would be brought onto your child if you raise your child to develop both languages at the same time. There are only few researches show that a slightly delay of language progress may occur when child develop both languages simultaneously, and this category of delay will soon catch up by later development. If children go through adequate exposure to both languages, they demonstrate almost the same grammatical competence as that of monolingual children, it’s also far from parents to concern two grammatical structures would interfere with each other since children can separate their grammar systems from one another, study shows young child can distinguish and use grammatical rules specific to each language since 2 years old (Staniforth, 2012). Only with sufficient contact and get fully immersed in language children can make their sense of grammar grow，if both languages cannot equally developed, problems may occur that children is likely employ grammar system form superior language to express weaker language.(A short guide to Raising Children Bilingually, Fred Genesee, McGill University)
Thus parents need to raise awareness of the importance of sufficient language exposure for both languages, which could be fulfilled by means of reading books aloud to children, teaching them singing songs, playing animated cartoons for children. It’s not only the time of exposure that parents should pay attention to but also the quality of input you convey to your children. The more books you read aloud to them and the more you interact with your children, they would become more motivate and active in using that language (Genesee, 2004; Genesee, 2001). 

3. Prepare and protect home environment
In a family parents should carry out their own duties, present your child with clear sense about where each language should be spoken and which language should be initiated by parents who (Fierro-Cobas&Chan, 2001). Once this boundary has been established, your child could develop each language within each side of boundary freely. It’s like house establishment, you are responsible for providing your child with house and within that house child himself grow without worries. 
In early childhood children learn both languages just as natural as they acquire only one language, thus their process through each level of language competence of each language largely depend on the environment that their parents have prepared for them. 
Home environment is also determined by intimacy between parents and their child, one party of the parents who speak dominant language should speak this language to their child even if this is not the community language since intimacy can be influenced by language choices, parents don’t need to be afraid of community language be taken away from their child when child develops home language. By maintaining the dominant language going, conflicts will be decreased while intimacy is growing (Toppelberg & Collins, 2010). Of course, to build a favorable home environment which would be benefit for child is based on parents’ language competencies as well, which is necessary for optimizing the environment and maximize child’s bilingual abilities.

Conclusion
Language isn't just about communicating or making us smarter. It's about human history, culture and the wisdom of our ancestors, inheriting the language is both a duty and an incentive to explore the future. The purpose of emphasizing the factors affecting bilingual children in the family environment is to comprehensively understand children’s language development, it’s also plays pivotal and positive role to clarify parents' language guidance strategies in the cultivation of their bilingual children. Raising bilingual children it still requires hard work and can take long way to go, it might not only aim at parents but also school and society.


References
Baker ,C ( 2014) A Parents’ and Teachers’ Guide to Bilingualism, Multilingual Matters, Clevedon.
Fierro-Cobas, V., & Chan, E. (2001). Language development in bilingual children: A primer for pediatricians. Contemporary Pediatricsmontval, 18(7), 7998.
Genesee, F. (2001). Bilingual first language acquisition: Exploring the limits of the language faculty. Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, 21, 153168.
Genesee, F. (2004). What do we know about bilingual education for majority language students. Handbook of bilingualism and multiculturalism, 547576.
Genesee F. (2007). a short guide to Raising Children Bilingually. Multilingual Living Magazine, Jan/Feb
Multilingual Living (2016). Language Learning: The Importance of Making It Fun (and How to Do It). Retrieved from http://www.multilingualliving.com
Richards, J. C., Platt, J. T., & Platt, H. (1992). Longman dictionary of language teaching and applied linguistics. Essex, England, Longman.
Stern, H.H. (1983). Fundamental Concepts of Language Teaching. Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press.
Staniforth, L. (2012). Child Language Development in Bilingual or Multilingual Environments [Powerpoint slides].
Toppelberg, C. O., & Collins, B. A. (2010). Language, culture, and adaptation in immigrant children. Child and adolescent psychiatric clinics of North America, 19(4), 697717.






