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Rationale


I was given the task to write about the impact of VLE on the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The subject is important because nowadays learners are using digital technology to prepare for lessons, assessments and communicate with lecturers and administration. The sources used in this academic research are from books, e-books, online sources(webpages, articles, and journals) the primary research has been done via the Internet and all of the information was collected to support the main idea. The aim is to defend the hypothesis about VLE and to observe the experience of the learners. 


Objectives


The objectives of this academic report are to evaluate learner’s experience by collecting data (primary research) and analyzed it. The secondary data analyzed is to support the main idea for the impact on students’ learning experience. Proof the hypothesis set up in the academic research such as “Is it VLE(Moodle) useful for the learners. Use the survey to analyze the outcome for the students. The methodology is included to provide information about the way of collection to both secondary and primary data.

Introduction

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this academic research report is to provide information and observation about VLE( Virtual Learning Environment) and the impact on student’s experience. For primary data has been used information from an online survey. For secondary data has been used information from relevant sources. Both positive and negative impact has been described as part of this academic research report. As appendix is attached the questionnaire and link to the SurveyMonkey.com. 

Methodology


The provided information in this academic research is based on research from both primary and secondary data. It has been used in both qualitative and quantitative data. Primary data has been collected from an online survey using SurveyMonkey.com, 56 respondents have been asked ten questions. One of the questions is quantitative data used numerical ratio which concerns recipients’ age. Four of the questions include binary data, close questions with mutually categories: yes/no; digital copy/hard copy, and male/female. Ordered data has been used to collect information in four questions. One question is with an open answer. Nine of the questions are closed questions and one is an open-ended question. The respondents were sorted in one category only-students. The rest of the categories such as gender, sexual orientation, age group, race, nationality, or disability are not been used as methods to select respondents. Regarding Principles of research ethics, the research has been done without harm to the respondents. All of the respondents have been informed about the aim of the research, no deceptive practices have been used. The anonymity and confidentiality of the participants are strictly protected from SurveyMonkey.com. 

It has been used secondary data from e-books, books, articles, journals, and webpages to analyze and support the main idea of academic research.













Primary Data Analysis



From the first question data has been set to students which using Moodle for their study, the aim is to define the range of age groups. The question has been set Online via SurveyMonkey.com.
56 responders answered the question, out eight of them are 18-24 years old, 
16 of the students are 25-34 years old, 35-44 years old are 16 students and 45-54 years old are 16 students. From the research can be drawn the lesson that students using VLE are more likely to be in age groups 25-54 years old.

The question has been asked 56 respondents, 86%(48 people) answer that they are female, and rest 14%(8 people) answered that they are male. From the survey can be drawn the lesson that more likely is students who using VLE(Moodle) to be female. 


The question has been asked 56 students about their usage of a computer. 27 of them(64%) answered that they are using a computer every day, 12 students (22%) answered that they are using a computer once every two days and 8 students( 14%) answered they are using a computer once a week. Based on the research, more than half of the students are using a computer every day. From the survey can be assumed that the computer is an integral part of the education of the students. Learners can access information about their subjects, prepare for lessons, find resources via the Internet, communicate with each other(regarding teamwork and helping each other), and contacting lecturers.




The question “How often you open Moodle?” has been asked 56 respondents(students). 12 students(22%) answered that they open Moodle always. 28 of the students(50%) answered that they open Moodle usually.
Both Sometimes and rarely have the same answer- 8 students (14%).




The question has been asked 56 respondents(students) 12 of them(21%) find Moodle very easy to use. 44(79%) of the students find Moodle easy to use. 0 students find Moodle difficult to use. The question aimed to determine how students find VLE’s(Moodle) level of use. Almost a quarter of the students finds Moodle very easy to use.




The question about the student’s preference for assessment copy has been asked, 56 students. More than half of the students-36 (60%) prefer to use a digital copy of the assessments, the rest of the students 24 (40%) prefer to use the paper copy. 21st century is the digital era and it is normally more than half of the students to prefer digital copy instead of a paper one. Paperless is important for saving nature and may this is the reason students prefer to use digital copy, Another reason should be easy access to the assessment brief using the Internet.  






The question has been asked via SurveyMonkey.com. 56 students respond and 40(82%) of them think that is easy to find sections in Moodle. Rest of the students- 16 (18%) think that it is not easy to find sections in Moodle.
The study can be drawn from the question that most of the students are well acquainted with VLE(Moodle) and the way how to use it.



The question has been asked via SurveyMoneky.com, 56 students answered the question. 21%(12) of the students say that they are not using help from colleagues when they need to find information in VLE(Moodle), the rest of the students 44(79%) say they are using help from other students(colleagues). This data can be drawn to study about teamwork in University and how
students count on each other to find information needed to complete their education.

	10. Please share any other comments you have below:
Responses-12 from 56
(21% of the students) 


	Moodle is a amazing software and easy to use.

	Moodle is a complicated system at the beginning, I honestly needed sometime to learn how it worked.

	Great app! I am happy with it. Only one problem pop up every time, when I spend more than hour in the webpage I need to log in again. The system log me out automatic. 

	Easy to use.


	My opinion about Moodle is that this is difficult for use app.

	I like new technology and I am happy to learn new thinks, this is the      reason why I like Moodle.

	With my digital skills I can’t find information easy.. Always I am asking colleagues and lecturers.

	Very
complicated.


	I need a guide for using this software.

	My focus is my education and for me Moodle is big help to support me during it. 

	After a little help from Students service. I am able to use Moodle.

	I do not like Moodle, difficult for use and too far from orderly.



21%(12) from the asked students(56 students) answered the question about leaving a comment about Moodle. 7 of the comments are positive, the rest of them are negative and most of them concern about the difficulty of Moodle.







Secondary Data Analysis 


Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) or Moodle is software designed for both lectures and learners to provide a learning environment.  According to a video about Moodle(MoodleNet,2019) Moodle is a social media platform for learners. 
Moodle allows learners to communicate with one another to improve education. 
 According to Baker and Gossman (2013), the impact from the VLE(Moodle) on learners is positive and increases the motivation and the level of education. The survey made by them into 248 students approves the hypothesis about the impact.  


[image: MAC HD:Users:asya:Desktop:60-Table1.2-1.png]

(Alhothli, 2015)
According to Althothli(2015), 90% of the participants could access Moodle at their home. Moodle is part of a learner’s life and the software makes the research of information easy. The access is easy and without cost to the students. 
An important impact for learners is the ability to be organized, according to Althothli(2015) 90% of the participants thought Moodle is a tool which helps to be more organized. Important is for every student to be organized and the skill will help to keep deadlines and teamwork with colleagues in University. 
According to Cejovic(2011), students’ motivation and student organization are skills connected between each other, and possession of both skills will influence the achievement of the goals. 
Following that line, Virtual Learning Environment is helpful for the students to develop personal skills not only academic achievements. 
The methods of Virtual Learning Environment are the new era in educational technology, an era of unlimited opportunities. The advantages of VLE(Moodle) make the software increasingly helpful and make it an excellent complement to traditional learning. 

The advantages of VLE are so many, but there are disadvantages as well. According to Emarkable (2018), isolation is a disadvantage that can be made a negative impact on the students. Some people learn new information when they listen, using VLE(Moodle) most of the information is written and this can affect students’ ability to accept information. Humans are social creatures and the impact can be huge if the education is only via the Internet, especially because of COVID-19 all of the students were driven to learn by themselves with help from VLE. The experience was indicative. 
Another disadvantage is technology issues such as no Internet connection and a lack of new technology for use. It is important to have access at any time when needed to use VLE, but sometimes the Internet connection can fail, which will cost the students delay for assessments’ deadline and stress to prepare fast when the connection again is back. 
Lack of new technology is an issue in which students from the working class meet. Getting a new model of laptop can be costly, a link with the performance of the student can make a negative impact on it.
















Conclusion


In this academic research report, it has been discussed the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The discussion to both primary and secondary data is based on research(survey and online sources) findings that have been made about the negative and positive impact on the students. VLE(Moodle) is important for learner’s university performance and development, but still, there are some negative consequences of using it.























Referencing list:



MoodleNet Overview (2019). MoodleNet Overview. [online] YouTube. Available at: https://youtu.be/lsrcHPh77fs [Accessed 10 Apr. 2020].


Barker, Jenny and Gossman, Peter (2013) The learning impact of a virtual learning environment: students’ views. Teacher Education Advancement Network Journal (TEAN), 5 (2). pp. 19-38.


Alhothli, N.I. (2015). INVESTIGATING THE IMPACT OF USING MOODLE AS AN E-LEARNING TOOL FOR STUDENTS IN AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTITUTE. [online] undefined. Available at: https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/INVESTIGATING-THE-IMPACT-OF-USING-MOODLE-AS-AN-TOOL-Alhothli/cc26e5a7e491cb4539668bc4a04395a1d3d88c98 [Accessed 7 Apr. 2020].



Cejovic, V. (2011). Loyola eCommons Loyola eCommons Student Organizational Skills and Motivation: What’s the Student Organizational Skills and Motivation: What’s the Connection? Connection? [online] Available at: https://ecommons.luc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1050&context=luc_diss [Accessed 12 Apr. 2020].


Emarkable (2018). The Advantages and Disadvantages of Virtual Learning. [online] CIF Training. Available at: https://ciftraining.ie/2018/01/advantages-disadvantages-virtual-learning/.

[image: MAC HD:Users:asya:Desktop:Scanned Documents.pdf]
3. In a typical week ,how often you use a computer?
Responses- 56
3. In a typical week ,how often you use a computer?	Every day( 27)	Once every two days (12)	Once a week (8)	0.6429	0.2143	0.1429	4. How often you open Moodle?
Responses- 56
4. How often you open Moodle?	Always(12)	Usually(28)	Sometimes(8)	Rarely (8) 	0.2143	0.5	0.1429	0.1429	5. Do you find Moodle easy for use?
Responses- 56
5. Do you find Moodle easy for use?	Very easy(12)	Easy (44)	Difficult(0)	0.2143	0.7857	0.0	7. Which you prefer Assessment digital copy or paper copy?
Responses- 56
7. Which you prefer Assessment digital copy or paper copy?	Digital copy(36)	Paper copy(24)	0.6529	0.4286	8. Is it easy for you to find module sections in Moodle?
Responses- 56
8. Is it easy for you to find module sections in Moodle?	Yes (40)	No (16)	0.7143	3.2	9. Do you use help from colleagues to find information in Moodle?
Responses-56
9. Do you use help from colleagues to find information in Moodle?	Yes(44)	No(12)	0.7857	0.2143	1. How old are you?
Responses-56
1. How old are you?	18-24 (8 responses)	25-34 (16 responses) 	35-44(16 responses)	45-54 (16 responses) 	0.1429	0.2857	0.2857	0.2857	2. What is your sex?
Responses- 56
2. What is your sex?	Male (8)	Female9 48)	0.1429	0.8571	
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Questionnaire

1. How old are you?

2. Do you use Moodle to prepare yourself
for the class lessons?

3. Do you find Moodle easy for use?

4. Which you prefer Assessment hard copy
or paper copy?

5. How often you open Moodle?

6. Is it easy for you to find module sections
in Moodle?

7. How often you use a computer?

8. Do you use help from colleagues to find
information in Moodle?

9. Do you have any comments for Moodle?
10. What sex you are?

Link to the survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/V26HNQT









