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Group discussion

Introduction
Welcome everyone to this initial child protection conference. Within this conference, 
we will be discussing Alfie and Mia’s welfare, wellbeing concerns and what support we can provide for the family, to ensure a positive wellbeing and welfare for both children. Under the General Data Protection Regulations 2018, information that is shared here today, will not be discussed with others not involved with this case, keeping the information confidential and mum has given consent for us to be here today discussing herself and both children (GOV.UK, 2024). We will now take it in turns to introduce ourselves.

My name is Bethan, and I will be playing the role of the social worker and chairman
 within this initial child protection conference. 
The role of a social worker is defined by Cherry (2023) as an individual whose aim is
to better lives of both adults and children at risk. Peters (2021) adds to this by 
suggesting that a social worker can deal with a variety of issues, ranging from daily 
difficulties to identify behaviour and mental issues, and helping to better the lives of 
those who have suffered abuse in various forms. Cherry (2023) identifies what a 
social worker might do to ensure this, stating that they promote the voice and best 
interest of the individuals they work with, provide guidance and support, and link the 
individuals with community support. My role under the Social Services Wellbeing
(Wales) Act 2014 is to enhance wellbeing of those needing care and assistance, listening to the individuals voice and providing early intervention (NHS Wales, no date).
1. To add to the alcohol, I am concerned over the presents of this unidentified male and the level of alcohol that might be consumed, which Ocean has identified 
already. I noted on a recent visited a lot of alcohol bottles and cans, within the reach 
of both Alfie and Mia, which they could easily consume. Another point to add on a recent visit. The home environment seemed a bit damp, cold and had a smell of tobacco in the 
air, although mum does not smoke. The importance of a warm and safe environment 
is described by Vain (2023) as a place where a child’s physical and emotional 
welfare is looked after, and having the necessities available that they need to survive.
Mum is meeting both children’s needs to some extent, but could be improved such as 
ensuring Mia nappies are changed when full, and a warmer house, although 
mum has not disclosed any financial issues that she’s been having recently.
2. I recommended to mum about applying to 
flying start, to provide emotional support for her and to gather her thoughts. NHS Wales (no date) defines flying start, as a programme that is supported by the Welsh 
Government, providing free part time childcare for children, in the 
most disadvantaged areas of Wales. NHS Wales (no date) suggests that flying start 
provides assistance to parents, carers and children, through increased health visitor 
support and programmes for parents to participate in. This will hopefully provide a 
flying start in life for Mia and help mum.

3. I started recently supporting the family, through recent concerns from the 
police officer, teacher, key worker, health visitor, and GP of Alfie and Mia. Through 
concerns from the different professionals being brought to my attention, supported 
the use of a multiagency approach. Multiagency working is described by Payler 
and Georgeson (2013) as when different professionals from different backgrounds, 
work together towards the same goal, to ensure that the best outcomes for 
individuals are reached. The Children’s Act 1989/2004 looks at children at risk 
or experiencing significant harm and the 2004 act is an improvement of the 1989 
act, which works alongside each other (Huline-Dickens, 2018). It focuses on 
authorities to support the wellbeing of children in their care (HM Government, 2018). 
Within this Act, Section 47 is described by HM Government (2018) by placing a 
responsibility on local authorities to investigate children that are thought to be a risk 
or experiencing harm which we have followed closely within this investigation on 
both children’s wellbeing. 

4. I have voiced concerns to the gp about drinking of the unidentified male. Me and 
the GP have agreed that attending AA group for alcoholics would be beneficial for him to attend if he is willing to do so. We are unaware if he has attended or not. 

5. From the outcome of this meeting, I think it would be appropriate to place Alfie and Mia on the child protection register, do we all agree with this? 
Thank you for meeting here today, we will now move on to our reflections.

Reflection 
Before this assignment, I was not confident with explaining a child protection conference, as I was not confident in what it was or the goals. Through participating in a role play child protection conference, it has helped me to learn and understand the meaning of it and how different agencies may come together, to support a family through the different connections they have, ensuring a child-centred approach. I also now understand how a child protection conference, not only looks at the child but other family members and provides support for them also, in turn ensuring children have the correct care that's need from their parent or carer. This assignment was important for me to develop as a practitioner, through developing professionally, learning the importance of using my teamwork skills, communicating effectively with my group, and my overall knowledge of safeguarding, helping me to also apply these strengthen skills to practice. Through this task, as also helped me to understand the importance of following legislation and policy, to protect children within everyday practice, and allow adults to know their roles and expectations. Playing the role of the social worker, was interesting how this role differs to my everyday role as practitioner and has enabled me to understand how different roles may work differently but all work towards the same goal of safeguarding children and listening to a child’s voice. I feel I portrayed and accepted the role of social worker well and made appropriate connections and links to my findings within the scenario as a social worker. 

References
Vain, C. (2023) All about Safe Environments for Children. Available at: Safe environments for children | School, home & other places (cpdonline.co.uk) (Accessed: 13th December 2023). 
Early Years Matters. (no date) Key Person & Attachment. Available at: Key Person & Attachment - Early Years Matters (Accessed: 11th January 2024). 
NHS Wales. (no date) Flying Start. Available at: Flying Start - Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (nhs.wales) (Accessed: 13th December 2023). 
Nct. (no date) Your baby’s development: 6-9 months. Available at: Your baby’s development: 6-9 months | Baby & toddler articles & support | NCT (Accessed: 10th January 2024). 
Welsh Government. (2017) Flying Start – Annex. Available at: Flying Start parenting support: guidance (gov.wales) (Accessed: 9th January 2024). 
Where You Stand. (no date) The Care Standards Act. Available at: The Care Standards Act (whereyoustand.org) (Accessed: 10th January 2024). 
Payler, J. and Georgeson, J. (2013) ‘Multiagency working in the early years: confidence, competence and context’, Early Years, 33(4), pp. 380-397. DOI: https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1080/09575146.2013.841130 
HM Government. (2023) Working together to safeguard children 2023. Available at: Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 (publishing.service.gov.uk) (Accessed: 13th December 2023). 
Huline-Dickens, S. (2018) A Clinician’s brief guide to children’s mental health law. Royal College of Psychiatrists.  
Cherry, K. (2023) What Is a Social Worker? Available at: What Is a Social Worker and What Do They Do? (verywellmind.com) (Accessed:12th December 2023). 
Peters, P. (2021) Social Worker Job Description. Available at: Social Worker Job Description (betterteam.com) (Accessed: 12th December 2023). 
 The NHS. (2023) General Practitioner. Available at: General practitioner | Health Careers (Accessed: 6th January 2024). 
Ask Dr Sears. (no date) Every Baby Need a Clean Diaper. Available at: Every Baby Needs a Clean Diaper | Ask Dr Sears (Accessed: 9th January 2024). 
GOV.UK. (2024) Privacy information: children and young people under 18. Available at: Privacy information: children and young people under 18 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Accessed: 12th January 2024). 

NHS. (2023) Chest Infection. Available at:  Chest infection - NHS (www.nhs.uk) (Accessed: 7th January 2024). 
NHS. (2022) Overview. Post-Natal Depression. Available at: Postnatal depression - NHS (www.nhs.uk) (Accessed: 7th January 2024). 

National Health Service [NHS] (2022) Nappy Rash. Available at: Nappy rash - NHS (www.nhs.uk) (Accessed: 7th December 2023). 
NHS Wales. (no date) Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Available at:  Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 - Hywel Dda University Health Board (nhs.wales) (Accessed: 11th January 2024).   
National Health Service [NHS] (no date) Health Visitor. Available at: Health visitor | Health Careers (Accessed: 7th December 2023).  
UNICEF (no date) Hygiene. Available at:Hygiene | UNICEF (Accessed: 12th December).
UNICEF (no date) UN conventions on the rights of the child. Available at : UN Convention on the Rights of the Child - UNICEF UK ( Accessed: 7th December 2023). 
Police Constable (2024) College of Policing. Available at:  Police Constable – College of Policing (Accessed date: 12th December 2023). 
Michael, A (2023) Police and crime commissioner. Available at:  Police & Crime Plan 2023-2027 (south-wales.police.UK) (Accessed date: 28th December 2023).
Court and Tribunals judiciary (2024) The justice system and the constitution. Available at: The justice system and the constitution - Courts and Tribunals Judiciary(Accessed date: 30th December 2023).
GOV.UK (2024) Statutory definition of domestic abuse factsheets. Available at: The statutory definition of domestic abuse factsheet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Accessed date: 4th January 2024). 
NSPCC (2010) What is abuse? Available at:  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/neglect/ (Accessed date: 3rd January 2024).

Tri.x. (no date) Chapter 1: Assessing need and providing help. Available at: Chapter 1: Assessing need and providing help (workingtogetheronline.co.uk) (Accessed: 9th January 2024).
NSPCC. (2023) Protecting children from neglect. Available at: Protecting children from neglect | NSPCC Learning (Accessed: 10th January 2024).
The Spark. (no date) Spotting the signs of emotional distress in children. Available at: Emotional distress - spotting the signs in children and young people (thespark.org.uk) (Accessed: 14th January 2024).
Children 1st. (no date) Challenging or distressed behaviour. Available at: Challenging or Distressed Behaviour | Children 1st 
