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An overview of the structure and briefly meaning of the

3 character

In this part, I would like to share about the briefly meaning of this character as well as the

evolution of the Character H. in Chinese Script Styles.
1. The briefly meaning of the 2 character

Based on the traditional six-fold classification, the Chinese character H- is an associative

pictographic script. And there are two kinds of statements to explain the structure of this

character:

a. According to the <Shuowenjiezi> (&7 S fi#F ) , H is defined as primarily serving the
function of hearing.

b. Based on <Guoyuhuoyongcidian>{ [# 5% H ¢ ), H is defined 3 meanings. 1. Hearing

organ of people and animals, 2. Objects with handles attached on both sides for easy
carrying are commonly referred to as H-, 3. Things that resemble the shape of ears, such as

edible fungus and white tree fungus.

2. Evolution of the Character 2 in Chinese Script Styles

The ear character in carapace and bone script G resembles the @ outer contour
of a person’s left ear. And then as the script evolved into bronze inscriptions,

the character for ‘H-> gained clearer internal strokes, making it more realistic compared to its

earlier carapace and bone script. Later, in the Warring States period script g, the horizontal

strokes above and below the ear extended to the right. The shape of the character for ‘ear

underwent significant changes, but overall, it still resembles the form of a human ear. In small

script a the strokes on the outer side resemble the edge of an ear, depicting internal
features, with a vertical stroke extending downward on the right side. Furthermore, there isn’t

much difference between clerical script much difference between the small seal script in the



depiction of this character. In standard script, the horizontal strokes above and below the ear
character extend horizontally. Therefore, merely by observing the shape of H- character

today. It’s challenging to grasp it original form at the inception of character creation.

A summary of the meanings of characters containing 2

radical

Shuowen Jiezi in H. radical section includes a total of 30 characters:
A \HI\H.E\EJ:\F#\E)%\EJ\'~E3§\E§\£@\%‘\F&\E%\ﬁ_\ﬁ»\g{’\l’%‘i\ﬁ\?ﬁ:\
RN B IR ON R

The ear is one of the most important organs among our senses. It is the only way we
receive sound. Therefore, by summarizing the original meaning of the character ¢ H in

Shuowen Jiezi, we can understand the importance ancient Chinese people attributed to the ear,

as well as the corresponding culture and customs.

From the explanations in Yucai Duan’s Shuowen Jiezi Zhu, 1 have summarized four

categories to distinguish how ancient people used these characters.

1. Shape of the ear

In the traditional Chinese physiognomy book Mayi Shenxiang states, ‘ear... thick, firm and
long all indicate longevity.” This indicates that long and thick ear lobes have been considered
auspicious since ancient times. In the Shuowen Jiezi, there are five characters used to describe

the size of earlobes: 2, HL[, Hf, #-, P&, and %2 . Among them, expect for HY, which

signifies small earlobes, the rest represent either long ear lobes or large earlobes.

As the meaning of large earlobes further extends, with larger earlobes natural dropping

downwards, those closely adhering to the cheeks were referred to by ancient people as Bk’

and ‘B, both implying proximity to the cheeks.



2. Hearing

Duan’s annotation in Shuowen Jiezi states, ‘the primary function of the ear is hearing.
Moreover, when it comes to listening to sounds, there are whispers and loud speaking. These
represent two different forms of communication. Therefore, here things one can hear and

others that one physiologically cannot. So I classify this category of into four subcategories.
2.1 Auditory perception

“‘Hf is hearing’. Yucai Duan commented, ‘When the eyes cannot cover everything, what
the ears can perceive is called listening.’ It can be seen that the ears are in charge of hearing.
Additionally, characters such as ‘&>, ‘&>, ‘Hf> are closely related in meaning to ‘¥’
Furthermore, apart from hearing everyday communication with others, the ear also listens to
music. ‘% in Shuowen Jiezi is defined as sound. Yucai Duan provides further annotation,
* Gong, Shang, Jue, Zhi and Yu are sounds. The sounds produced by silk, baboo, metal, clay,

leather and wood are all . There are subtle differences between ‘%’ and ‘& .

2.2 The way of listening

In real life, people communicate in different ways. Some prefer speaking softly, whispering

in each other’s ears, like the character ‘&, which in Shuowen Jiezi means ‘to speak close to
the ear.” On the contrary, others prefer speking loudly, like ¢ B%°, which means ‘to speak

loudly.’
2.3 Auditory impairment

Reality is cruel. Someone are born unable to hear any sound. As stated in the Shuowen
Jiezi, ‘4’ means ‘being born unable to hear’. Similarly, ¥ F# H& and Hifi all mean ¢ unable
to hear’. Furthermore, more unfortunate than the deaf are those who have no ears at all. ‘J&’
in Shuowen Jiezi describes individuals without ears in the outskirts of Wu and Chu regions.

‘B’ means ‘ears have fallen off.’

2.4 A good listener



People have diverse talents. Some individuals are intelligent. Shuowen Jiezi said, ‘8 means
to be proficient. According to Yucai Duan’s commentary, ‘ #2 understand matters through

what they hear. Additionally, some people possess good minds, remembering eben the
minutest details. Those with this ability were able to hold positions of responsibility as early

as the Zhou dynasty. Therefore, in Shuowen Jiezi, ¥ is described as to record small matters.

3. Visting

In our daily lives, when we encounter individuals who excel in some areas beyond our
expertise, we often admire their reputation to visit them and ask questions. Therefore, ine
interpretation of I as ‘visiting’ meaning in Shuowen Jiezi. additionally, in ancient times,
when nobles went out, they would ride in carriages. To showcase their status, they would

adorn their horses with gold. So Shuowen Jiezi says, ‘f&’ is to adorn a horse’s ears with gold.

4. Military Discipline

In ancient times, warriors’ military achievements were often calculated based on the
number of enemy heads they had taken. However, in the chaos of battle, it was impractical to
both engage in combat and carry enemy heads simultaneously. Therefore, soldiers were
ordered to cut off the ears of the enemies as proof of their military accomplishments. So, the
character H% was used, as described in Shuowen Jiezi, ‘¥ is to cut off the enemy’s ears’.
Additionally, if someone violated military law, they would have arrows pierced through their

ears as punishment. Thus, ‘>’ signifies arrows piercing through the ears.

Conclusion

The various character including H- radical in ancient time were predominantly used to

describe aspects related to the shape of ear and its auditory functions. Regarding ear shape,

there was a significant emphasis on the earlobes in ancient Chinese custom, a concept that



extended to later generations. Large earlobes were considered an auspicious trait. Concerning
auditory perception, it is known that ancient people placed great importance on hearing, as
sages, by listening to sounds, could fully discern the emotions of others. Finally, through
characters such as % and %, we gain insights into aspects of ancient customs regarding
visiting guests and military punishments. Thus, by organizing the original meaning of the
character H- and its various meanings within its radicals, we deepen our understanding of

how ancient people perceived the significance of the ear.
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Briefly meaning of
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On the traditional six—fold classification:

* Pictographic script



The briefly meaning of the B

character
According to the <Shuowenjiezi> (R XAEF) .
H is defined as primarily serving the function of

hearing.



The briefly meaning of the B character

Based on <Guoyuhuoyongcidian> { R&FAFEH ) . H is

defined 3 meanings:

1. Hearing organ of people and animals,
2. Objects with handles attached on both sides for easy
carrying are commonly referred to as ¥,

3. Things that resemble the shape of ears, such as edible

fungus and white tree fungus.
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Evolution of the Character H in Chinese
Script Styles




Part, I1

Evolution of the Character H in Chinese
Script Styles

Character for B gained clearer internal
strokes, making it more realistic

compared to its earlier carapace and

bone script



Part, I1

Evolution of the Character H in Chinese
Script Styles

Character for B gained clearer internal
strokes, making it more realistic
compared to its earlier carapace and

bone script



Part, I1

Evolution of the Character H in Chinese
Script Styles

the strokes on the outer side resemble
the edge of an ear, depicting internal
features, with a vertical stroke

extending downward on the right side
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Evolution of the Character H in Chinese
Script Styles

Merely by observing the shape of
character today. It is challenging to
grasp it original form at the inception of

character creation
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A summary of the meanings of
characters containing & radical
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Shuowen Jieziin B radical section includes a total of
32 characters:
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Duan Yucai Shuowen<
Jiezi Zhuin B radical
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Shape of the ear

Hearing

Visiting

Military Discipline
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. 1 Shape of the ear

. ME-L T s, BIEE. BATIE HEMD. HEA

HA A, ME. T,
BEE )
GHB, \E. BE.
SR, ME. S8,

Eth, ME. M.

2.

(7)) B: “xZBEi5.

BRE#: [8&, 5ltb. HEE, HU5IZMK

FEABEEHE.

IBfEL. BREKAER. BH. BKBOBEAD, B2
N D VEiN 118

HIiERKE,



Part. 111

Mayi Shenxiang # & 4% 48

.

Ear:--- thick, firm and long all indicate longevity."

* long and thick earlobes have been considered
auspicious since ancient times
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118

The size of earlobes <

I
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Shape of the ear

l_ong ear lobes
l_arge earlobes

small earlobes

—
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. 1 Shape of the ear

Bk

l_arger ea rlobes{ Adhering to the cheeks —

I
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m. 1. Hearing

z=th, NE. B2
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Beth. MEH 20, |

Bd. MH. 9.

REEED. NE. BE.

. BEg: ez, BEEROESRINESS. SEeMY, Bth, 4MaRRTER, Stb. 252
S B. §EmANSE, 2520, |

#Zaath. ME. FE.

BFH: [OFETH. SFth. B FEHEE. LIORBEE. S5C"BES. #—

EfEfA/ NGB, SI=5 =

IBE. BREE, 8x. B 8. ME EiF. B, ABEEE. 5REE. FiE. /553

B, ME. BR. S(CERTA. In. BEmcH. HEH. SFE. L5688 TME5EZE. ENFA.

ERHIE. BBER. B2 Bh. SHEANE. REEFHERE.
BRE#HGE: [HEFHN. |

. WE. HE.

REH: [@iHeE2EE. FEAEZE, AEHESEENE. NSRE. S5
Efth. NSHEE. SHEED. |



Part. 111

m. 1. Hearing
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Part. 111

m. 1.1 Hearing

2

* % is hearing. =/ j— 4
* Duan Yucai commented,
"When the eyes cannot

cover everything, what the —a ES

. . ? B (-7;
ears can perceive is called e
listening.’

HR — swEasmamt




Part. 111

m. .1 Hearing

/\ ‘A ‘JA ‘...A rj -
M ‘

Gong. Shang, Jue, Zhiand Yu are s

‘A is defined as sound

sounds produced by silk, bamboo,
metal, clay, leather and wood are all 5
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m. 1.1 The way of listening
% { “to speak close to the ear.” | B E o/ N35t |

H’é { “to speak loudly’ [ 3%t |
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m. 1.0 Auditory impairment

\
i

i

{ being born unable to hear
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m. 1.0 Auditory impairment

{ Individuals without ears in the
outskirts of Wu and Chu regions
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m. 1n.1v A good listener

E ynderstand matters

2 { “to be proficient.” [ i@t | through what they hear
B Gl SN

Hﬁ-& { “to record small matters’
[ 32 ]
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m. m Visting

itk

=
IIIEIF 'ﬁiﬁ B =S BERT: [3HEzESEES, |

iz EEHD, ME. HE, EEHK.
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. W Visiting

)95‘ ‘hearing someone’™ s reputation.’
H Bk [BleaxSMER ]

H%i { ‘visiting.” [ 3t |

" toadorn a horse’ s ears with
gOld i r };F\},E\i/‘iﬁﬁo J
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. 1V Military Discipline

BX EZBEXMHD., NEX.

E?ﬂiugﬂ B EENEG, SWE0. SAEE. M. S,

il fHEB,
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. 1V Military Discipline

an\ { to cut of f the enemy’ s ears.
- [EB Fi |

Hi arrows piercing through the ears
| Tesbaans

H,H { Ears have fallen off | EE 1 |
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Conclusion

Gonclusion
* The various character including B radical in ancient time
were predominantly used to descCribe aspects related to the

shape of ear and its auditory functions.

a) Regarding ear shape, large earlobes were considered an auspicious trait.

b) Concerning auditory perception, it is known that ancient people placed great
importance on hearing, as sages, by listening to sounds, could fully discern the

emotions of others.

c) Finally, through characters such as Bk and 8%, we gain insights into aspects of

ancient customs regarding visiting guests and military punishments.

33



Conclusion

Conclusion

* Thus. by organizing the original meaning of the character B
and its various meanings within its radicals, we deepen our

understanding of how ancient people perceived the

significance of the ear.
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