Dissertation question:
 Do high-profile femicide incidents indicate systemic failures in UK policing and government policy, and how effective are current efforts in protecting women against gender-based violence?


Chapter One: Introduction 
 
 
 
1.1 Background and research focus 
 
 
Violence against women and girls (VAWG) is one of the largest and most long-lasting challenges in the United Kingdom and all over the world. Femicide, defined as the intentional killing of a girl or woman because of her gender, stands as the most severe issue (Nowak,2022). According to Tsegay (2025), a man in the UK kills a woman, generally a current or previous partner, every three days. Despite decades of government work and laws to protect women, femicide rates have remained the same. Despite decades of government efforts and the establishment of legislation aimed at protecting women, the incidence of femicide has remained largely unchanged. This continuous issue signifies structural problems and failures among the government and police forces, requiring essential improvements (Barlow,2020). 
Feminicide—the murder of women and girls—has earned heightened attention on both the global and national stages since the United Nations and the World Health Organisation began to recognise it as a worldwide problem. Diana Russell first introduced the term 'femicide' in 1976 to draw attention to the primarily gender-based murder of women. Since then, regarding the significantly higher incidences of such violence, the focus on the murder of women and girls across the world has increased (Fitz-Gibbon,2025). In British law, feminicide is not a separate crime, it is classified as homicide.  Femicide is different from other kinds of murder because of the patterns and causes that are specific to women. However, it is hard to gather data on and put in place systematic prevention strategies because it is not officially recognised. This invisibility has been one of the main barriers to tackling the problem effectively (Freeland,2025).
Several high-profile femicide incidents like Sabina Nessa (2021), Zara Eleena (2022) in the last several years have brought the problem to the forefront of public awareness (BBC,2022). The issue of "femicide," typically characterised as the death of a woman or girl by a man, has gained significantly more public attention since the murder of Sarah Everard (2021), by a police officer in London (Herbert,2025). These incidents gained national attention due to its unusual nature and arise the questions about effectiveness of police strategies in preventing femicide and government responses to this ongoing issue. The public loses faith in the police following these incidents. Many women are becoming afraid and frustrated due to their belief that the system is not properly ensuring their safety. The public's faith in the police has decreased in the aftermath of cases of sexual assault, domestic violence, and other crimes. When victims lose faith in the police, they are less likely to come forward with reports of abuse or seek help. Silence and vulnerability become a vicious circle (Horeck,2024).
The UK government has come up with several new policies and programs to deal with the current problem.   The Tackling Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy (Home Office, 2021) and the VAWG National Policing Framework (NPCC, 2024) are two examples of this. These regulations are meant to make sure that people who commit crimes are punished, improve support networks for victims, and make prevention efforts stronger. 
But these efforts are still being hindered by systemic problems. When police investigate homicides, they often miss signals of coercive control or a higher risk. Victims may feel that they are being victimised instead of protected by the criminal justice system.    These issues demonstrate that new legislation is insufficient; both, the police force and the government itself require modifications.

1.2 Overall research aim and objectives

Aim:
This dissertation analyses how prevalent femicide cases reveal core structural weaknesses in the UK's approach to addressing violence against women. It asks if these events show that the police and laws are not working properly, and it looks at how well the government's current plans are working to stop violence against women. The research examines the connection between institutional culture, policy formulation, and women's real-life experiences of safety. The study seeks to elucidate the connection between gender discrimination and systemic bias, which engender conditions that exacerbate women's vulnerability. It will examine whether the increase in public awareness following high-profile femicides has resulted in substantive change or simply temporary reactions that fail to address the underlying issues. This study is important because it connects personal tragedy to systemic accountability. Understanding the mechanisms and reasons for institutional failures to protect women can help create plans to rebuild public trust, improve prevention efforts, and verify that government actions lead to real change.
Objectives:
1.Critically explore the relationship between high-profile femicide incidents and systematic failures within UK police and government.
2.To evaluate the effectiveness of current police and government strategies aimed to prevent femicide and to protect women from gender-based violence.
3. To identify barriers and suggest potential solutions to improve accountability, prevention, and trust in police and government actions regarding femicide.

1.3 Outline research methods and timescales

The principal research instrument will be a survey. This methodology will be employed to collect quantitative data regarding violence against girls and women in the UK from a specific population group. The survey aims to collect data from a random sample of individuals to enhance comprehension of their perspectives and experiences. This method will facilitate the efficient collection of data from multiple individuals, enabling statistical analysis and conclusions. 
Appropriate statistical tools will be employed to analyse the gathered data and identify trends, patterns, and correlations among the variables. The survey method is chosen for its efficiency, scalability, and ability to produce generalisable data within a particular community. 
This methodology aims to collect quantitative data through respondents' answers to a set of preset questions. The study objectives will guide the framework and formulation of the questionnaire. This study will examine individuals aged 18 and older from various backgrounds. The study will encompass both genders to guarantee its relevance and inclusivity. The data will be gathered via a self-administered structured questionnaire that corresponds with the research objectives. Participation is entirely voluntary; anonymity will be preserved. Each participant will be required to provide informed consent and may withdraw at any time without facing consequences. Quantitative data will be examined using statistical software.



1.4 Values of the research
A long-standing and critical question that this study seeks to answer is how effective policies have been in protecting women from gender violence. By examining particularly severe cases of femicide, the study highlights the connection between individual suffering and the need for police and government accountability. This study demonstrates that isolated incidents of violence can point to systemic and strategic problems. The significance of this work lies in the fact that it shows how the specific concerns of women about their safety influence official police responses, such as laws, police actions and strategy. 
The government's reaction to violence against women is impacted by structural breakdown, gender discrimination, and organisational culture, all of which are deeply connected, as described in the dissertation. It gives light on why those systems continuously fail, even after rules are changed. This report adds to the growing body of information that makes police forces accountable and guarantees reforms are more than just an empty response to public demands for change. In the end, this study could be valuable because it could provide a clearer, more effective strategy to safeguard women, restore public trust, and achieve social justice and equality in the United Kingdom.
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