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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 










500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

My primary area of practice is adult social care, it is important that I understand the safeguarding framework for children and young people. Safeguarding responsibilities extend across all services and working with adults I may come across situations where children are at risk, it is important to have an  understanding of the Child safeguarding procedures. 

The legislation underpinning safeguarding children in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA). Section 130 places a duty on agencies such as health, education and police services, to inform the local authority where they have reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk. The SSWBA sits alongside the Children Act 1989, Section 17 places a duty on local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need, Section 47 requires local authorities to undertake enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm. SSWBA 2014 promotes a child centered approach while promoting welfare and protecting them from harm. 

Where there are concerns that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm, local authorities must conduct Section 47 enquiries. A decision on whether to initiate or continue enquiries should be made within one working day of a strategy discussion. Enquiries should be completed within ten working days, and where risks are identified an Initial Child Protection Conference should be convened. Within our local authority, the conference is expected to take place within fifteen working days of the strategy decision to proceed to Section 47 enquiries. If enquiries identify no ongoing risk of significant harm, this should be clearly recorded and communicated to the family. These duties fall under Section 76 of the SSWBA 2014 and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures. 

The Act also promotes advocacy. Children and young people who become subject to child protection enquiries leading to an Initial Child Protection Conference are entitled to advocacy from an Independent Professional Advocate (IPA). Advocacy supports children to express their views, wishes and feelings, helps understand their lived experiences, and ensures that personal outcomes remain child centered.
 
Safeguarding practice is further informed by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), recognising children's rights to protection, participation and development. The European Convention on Human Rights protects the rights to life, freedom from inhuman or degrading treatment, liberty, and respect for private and family life. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is also relevant for disabled children, ensuring equal access to protection and services. 

National guidance is provided through the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2022, within local authorities safeguarding is coordinated by the reginal Safeguarding Board. Agencies must have safeguarding policies covering reporting concerns, information sharing, DBS checks, training, and record keeping. 
Professionals are expected to follow the Social Care Wales Codes of Professional Practice, and follow the More Than Just Words Framework to ensure children can communicate in their preferred language. The Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 is also relevant, recognises the impact domestic abuse can have on children's safety and wellbeing. In some cases, safeguarding concerns may progress through family court proceedings, where Section 7 and Section 37 reports may be requested to assist courts in making decisions on outcomes.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
Although safeguarding principles are similar across adult and children's services, there are differences in legislation, practice, and professional responsibilities.  
 
In adult social care, safeguarding focuses on protecting adults who have care and support needs and who may be experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect. A key principle is promoting empowerment and respecting the adult's right to make their own decisions wherever they have the mental capacity to do so. Even where professionals are concerned about an individual's safety, the adult's wishes and desired outcomes should remain central to safeguarding interventions. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 support a strengths-based approach that balances protection with individual autonomy. It is also important to note that adults have a right to make unwise decisions under the Mental Capacity Act 2005.  
 
Safeguarding children is based on the principle that the child's welfare is paramount. Children are considered vulnerable due to their age and dependence on adults. While children should be listened to and involved in decisions affecting them, professionals have a greater duty to intervene where there are concerns about significant harm. Unlike adult safeguarding, a child's wishes may not determine the outcome if professionals believe that intervention is necessary to protect them. This reflects the responsibility of the local authority to act in the child's best interests. 
 
Another key difference is the threshold for intervention. In adult safeguarding, concerns often arise where an individual has care and support leaving them unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect. In children's services, intervention is triggered by concerns about a child's welfare, development, or safety, regardless of any disability or care needs. Child protection processes, such as Section 47 enquiries and Child Protection Conferences, provide a structured framework for assessing and managing risk. 
 
Despite these differences, there are important similarities. Both adults and children have the right to be protected from abuse, neglect, discrimination, and exploitation. Effective safeguarding in both areas requires multi-agency working, information sharing, professional curiosity, and person-centered practice. In both areas, practitioners must ensure that individuals are listened to, treated with dignity and respect, and supported to achieve positive outcomes. 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) is the main legislation that places responsibility on the local authorities to investigate safeguarding concerns for both children and adults.  
 
Reflecting on my role in adult social care, I recognise that I may encounter situations where concerns about an adult also indicate risks to a child. This highlights the importance of understanding both safeguarding frameworks and recognising that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. Developing knowledge of children's safeguarding strengthens my ability to identify risks early, make appropriate referrals, and contribute to the protection and wellbeing of all individuals. 
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