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	NAME: RHIAN GOLDBY

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236212

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What is the Police Force’s role in safeguarding children and how effective is partnership policing to achieve this? 

INTRODUCTION:
In my personal life I have had experience with children in care and undertaking the role to safeguard them. This has come in the form of fostering two young children who were removed from their home to safeguard them and placed in our care. Furthermore, from this experience it has inspired my career path to go into child protection due to witnessing the failings of safeguarding children in the first instance. 

This topic is worthy for an undergraduate dissertation due to the reasons mentioned above as well as the current research and reports which indicate that the current system in place needs to be revised in order to safeguard children more effectively. 

On 18th November 2024, the children’s commissioner for the UK government stated, “My new report tells these children’s stories, revealing a stark failure of the children’s social care system”, when referring to children under Deprivation of Liberty orders. (Children’s Commissioner for England, 2024). In addition, a report from HMICFRS in February 2024 heavily criticised the metropolitan police in their interactions and dealings with children at risk of exploitation, as well as missing children (HMICFRS, 2024). 

These recent reports demonstrate that there is a need for the revision and restructuring of how police and partner agencies approach safeguarding children as currently there is a large failure resulting in children suffering the effects. 

This dissertation will study police forces roles in safeguarding children and the effectiveness of current partnership policing in achieving this. This will be done by looking at the current issues faced by police forces and identifying where the current failings are.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. Explore the effectiveness of child protection
2. Analyse the roles of partner agencies to safeguard children
3. Investigate if police are taking on a social services role when dealing with the welfare of children
4. Impact on children when removed from neglectful situations 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This dissertation will utilise contemporary academic research as a basis for the points and suggestions that it will make in reference to the title. Some of this research is highlighted below.

Protecting and safeguarding children in schools: A multi-agency approach by Mary Baginsky. 

Participation in child protection: Theorizing children’s perspectives by Mandy Duncan. This dissertation will namely be looking at Chapter 2. 

Safeguarding children: A shared responsibility by Hedy Cleaver. 

Safeguarding children across services: Messages from research by Carolyn Davies and Harriet Ward. 

Although there is some contemporary research into this topic area within the last year, the majority of academic research is dated prior to 2020. This is now 5 years ago and although the points raised within this research may still be relevant, within 5 years there is potential that the issues and solutions presented within this field have developed and changed. This is why this dissertation believes there is a research gap into this field. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Throughout this dissertation, two main survey methods will be utilised in order to conduct research into this topic. The first being through study and analysis of literature both academic and quantitative data which will be taken from experts and government studies. This will provide this dissertation with credible sources and evidence for the points made within and the suggestions made to improve police forces effectiveness when safeguarding children. 

The second method to be used will be a questionnaire that will focus on serving police officers, social workers and other professionals within this field. This will be to gain an understanding of the current issues faced by frontline staff and to highlight the current knowledge of powers and policies that are possessed by each agency in relation to safeguarding children. 

These methods of research are best suited to this dissertation as it will allow me to collect primary data from professionals who specialise in safeguarding children whilst simultaneously analysing this data against the academic research that this dissertation will study. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Response officers:
This dissertation will seek the perspective of frontline officers in order to gain their understanding of powers and policies regarding safeguarding children, their knowledge what it means to safeguard a child and their views on the effectiveness of partnership policing in relation to safeguarding children. 

Social workers:
This dissertation will seek the perspective of social workers to expand on the viewpoints and experiences of safeguarding children, to not have a police force orientated approach. Furthermore, to allow this dissertation to obtain a partner agency’s perspective on this matter to analyse the effectiveness of multi-agency cooperation in safeguarding children. 

Public Protection investigation officers:
This dissertation will seek the perspective of investigators in public protection who are officers who specialise in safeguarding children. Therefore, their opinion would be sought as they would be considered experts in this field and their role is the principal of this study. This would allow the dissertation to collect primary data and perspectives from individuals who frequently work alongside partner agencies and the children at risk. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This dissertation will be mindful when speaking to professionals regarding children as it causes a trigger for mental health or trauma that they have experienced as a result of their role. To address this, I will put a disclaimer on the questionnaire regarding the sensitivity of this topic and at the end of the survey will provide contact numbers for mental health agencies. 

Throughout this dissertation, case studies will be analysed, however these will only be ones that are in the public domain as opposed to current live cases. Therefore, there will be no data protection breaches or concerns over the safety of the children involved. 


	TIME SCALE:
To manage my time effectively and ensure I adhere to the deadlines of this dissertation I will set myself the following deadlines:

Initial reading and research – 25th April 2025
Survey – 15th May 2025
Analysis of reading and research – 30th May 2025
Introduction – 20th June 2025
Main body of dissertation and analysis – 31st July 2025
Conclusion – 29th August 2025
Review of whole dissertation – 25th September 2025
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