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Storytelling: the importance of storytelling on Early Childhood Language and Literacy in the Digital Era

The aim of this assignment will be to analyse, in depth, children’s language development and early literacy from pre-birth to seven years including the identification and analysis of a range of approaches to early literacy, including digital literacy. Furthermore, also demonstrating the ability to identify and analyse, in depth, the early years practitioner’s role in encouraging and supporting children’s oracy, reading, writing and digital literacy skills and how this is applied through practical skills. This will be demonstrated during an oral presentation of the narration of the story ‘The Three Little Pigs’ by Nicola Baxter. Thus, allowing the opportunity to further analyse the techniques used by the practitioner within the presentation such as the use of props, repetition and engagement. 
When children are given the opportunity to be read a story, whether that be by a practitioner or parent, this provides the children with many enriching and fulfilling benefits. Dickinson and Morse (2019) believe storytelling, throughout the early years can help create the basis for a future of literacy. Also, devoting time to read with babies even for a short period of time can aid the improvement of the baby’s cognitive development. Whitehead (2009) would agree and would also suggest that when parents and practitioners read to children, they are laying the foundations for further development of a more extensive vocabulary thus resulting in children being able to progress further in listening, reading, speaking and writing. 
Furthermore, as children hear stories it has been suggested that it helps the children to further develop their knowledge and understanding of important values as through storytelling, they are introduced to new ideas thus resulting in the children’s ability to exercise their creative thinking resulting in providing the children with the opportunity to develop their emotional intelligence. Some of the other benefits of storytelling include children becoming more aware of moral values such as being able to identify the difference between right and wrong and evil and good. This would also include the more basic morals such as kindness, generosity and honesty. Storytelling can also introduce children to new ideas that they may have not had the opportunity to think of and this promote their creative thinking skills. The children’s creative skills are developed by allowing the children to use their own imagination which can result in the child choosing their own ending for the story for example. By allowing the child to analyse stories and explore different interpretations can help aid a child in developing their problem-solving skills in addition to their creative thinking skills. Storytelling can also help the child to regulate their emotions thus resulting in the child learning how to be able to deal with different situations which can help the child in the future and not only through their early years. (Carepointe Academy, 2022).
When analysing the importance of early literacy in children, research suggests that the definition of early literacy includes learning about words, sounds, and language and thus for a child to learn more practitioners can support the children by talking to them and reading books as literacy can be seen as the foundation for problem solving, socialising and developing the children’s independence. Although, before children are able to develop the ability to lean to read and write, they have to develop the building blocks for literacy which would include the ability to listen, speak and understand. This can be promoted by reading to children at an early age as this can aid in building a solid foundation for literacy. By reading with children, it provides many benefits such as being able to demonstrate to the children that books not only provide information but can also provide pleasure and it can help the children to begin the learning process of their sounds of the letters in spoken language. Ensuring that practitioners or parents who provide the storytelling opportunity involve asking the children open ended questions about the story can help aid early literacy in children. By doing so, this can help the practitioner or parent to encourage the child to make connections between the book and their own life, the practitioner or parent can also help by pointing out pictures within the story and talking about the pictures to the child. (raisingchildren.net.au, no date).
There are several different theorists who explore language and literacy and have very different views. For example, Mukherji and O’Dea (2000) highlights B.F. Skinner (1904-1996) in their work and includes the argument that Skinner believed that relationships between behaviour and subsequent environmental events control language development and changes during childhood. However, Noam Chomsky had a different view on language and its development in children as their theories suggest that young children and or babies can only acquire language because they are born with the predisposition to do so. Chomsky had also highlighted that the language in which babies hear from very young such as baby talk or motherese is far from ideal and unless babies are able to make use of innate structures they will never learn to talk properly. 
Dr. Bamkin (2015) highlights the beliefs of the theorist, Vygotsky where he was to believe that the brain of the sedentary children listening to stories is working frantically and learning to think. Whereas Gowrie NSW (no date) research goes more in-depth into Vygotsky’s theory which is called the Vygotsky Sociocultural theory. This theory suggest that learning is essentially a social process and doesn’t purely rely on an independent journey of discovery. Vygotsky believed that children’s learning can be benefited greatly from guidance by a more knowledgeable community member, these would include a parent, teacher or practitioner. 
This leads the analysis onto the oral presentation of the narration of the story ‘The Three Little Pigs’ by Nicola Baxter.The narration is shown through a normal storytelling scene where they are reading from a physical book and also through a digital version of the story. The three techniques that can be identified and will now be analysed are repetition, props and engagement and how these techniques are adapted and presented in order to promote language and literacy.
Firstly, the use of repetition. Bower (2014) highlights in their work how repetition may be used to encourage and further promote the children’s competence and confidence in early literacy. Repetition has many benefits for the children such as allowing certain phrases, words, or sentences, as demonstrated in the presentation when the practitioner repeats ‘I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house down.’ By using the technique of repetition, it can help aid a child’s extended vocabulary in which they can then utilise in their own written and oral communications. As Arnerich (2023) suggest repetition can also be good for a child’s development and comprehension. repetition helps children to learn something new. When a child learns something new it results in the creation of a new neural pathway in the brain, and this needs to be strengthened by repeating that same piece of knowledge again and again thus resulting in the children being able to learn new skills and aid their development of the different levels of understanding each time. 
The second technique that will be analysed is the way in which the practitioner is able to engage with the children throughout the storytelling and also how they are able to keep the children engaged with them and not loose their attention or focus. The first level of engagement is being able to create a bond with the children which can have a dramatic influence on their success and development in late life as well as their social skills. By creating that bond with the children in the form of a professional relationship where the practitioner is able to enagage with the children, this can provide the children with the comfort and the confidence to express themselves freely and by further developing their bond with you it enables the child to understand more about the world around them. Engagement is a vital technique and or skill to the growth and success of children. (Happy Hearts on The Hudson, 2022). Grimmer (2021) suggest that the importance of using stories to engage children includes the children’s ability to listen to stories as this helps the children to further develop their attention and listening skills. The story used by the practitioner during the presentation has been chosen carefully as you are able to hear that the practitioner uses funny voices for different characters as a way of encouraging the children’s engagement thus creating a Storytime that is as interactive as possible. Miller and Pennycuff (2018) believe that by actively engaging children in the storytelling provides the children with the opportunity to enhance their own reading comprehension as they are able to begin making sense of the story and engagement can also support children’s writing skills as the more they are engaged with the story the more time they are being exposed to new vocabulary.
The final technique that will be analysed is the use of props. This can be seen throughout the digital storytelling where the practitioner uses the different masks for the different characters. Evelyn (2014) highlights that by using props to represent the key protagonists within the story can be helpful triggers to a child’s memory of the pattern and of the sequence of a story. The suggestion also to use the props during the storytime a number of times and then being able to leave the props accessible to the children would encourage the invitation of allowing the children to retell the story in their own way. Props can also be seen as a vital role in storytelling thus resulting in them becoming the iconic symbols that are then used to enhance the narrative and captivate the audience. By using well-utilized props can resulting in leaving a lasting impression and can elevate the storytelling experience thus resulting in making it more immersive for the children and leaving a lasting impression that can continue in the mind of a child long after the story has ended. 
Bouchrika (2024) highlight that digital storytelling is used to engage children in deep and meaningful learning thus resulting in improved motivation. Digital literacy involves the understanding of how different digital tools and or platforms work. It is vitally important however that children are given the correct knowledge and are able to develop the appropriate skills to use technology responsibly and safely. (Hirschhorn, 2022). National Literacy Trust (no date) states that technology can offer children a new way of learning through using ebooks, apps. and videocalling. Technology can be an excellent and vital route in to reading for certain groups of children, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds and boys. 
In summary, storytelling is a key aspect of early childhood teaching and learning. Storytelling can provide many benefits and is a great teaching tool to encourage the children’s development of language and literacy. By ensuring that the practitioner can keep the children engaged throughout the story by using props and repetition as demonstrated within the presentation it makes the learning process, in particular for the early years aged children very fun and interactive thus resulting in children becoming more eager and excited to learn. The benefits of the digital storytelling tool as demonstrated within the presentation include not having to hold a physical copy of the story which results in more opportunities for the practitioner to incorporate techniques such as the use of props whereas with a normal narrative storytelling it is far more difficult for the practitioner to be able to engage with the children as they will be too busy looking at the pages of the book in order to read the story correctly plus having to hold the book and physically turn the pages can take away from the engagement of the story whereas with the digital storytelling it provided the practitioner with the extra space and time to be able to be more interactive with the children and encourage the children to take part themselves and for them to feel as though they are part of the storytelling in particular at the moments where the practitioner would encourage the child to select the next page via the laptop. 
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