A Complete Failure. To what extent is this a fair assessment of the crusading movement?

                                                      ‘Failure is success in progress’ Albert Einstein[footnoteRef:1] [1:   Albert Einstein, Uncommon Quotes (2024)< https://www.uncommonquotes.com/albert-einstein-quotes/failure/> [accessed 10 May 2024].] 


Introduction
 A failure is the lack of success in doing or achieving something in relation to a particular activity.[footnoteRef:2] A complete failure would suggest that there was no success during this activity which in this instance is the crusading movement. The crusades are broadly described as holy wars fought in response to the will of God in defence of lands, people and religion.[footnoteRef:3]   The crusading movement started in 1096 when Pope Urban II asked Christians in the western states to aid the Byzantines to re-capture the Holy Land from the Muslims. It finished in 1291 when Acre, the last remaining crusader city, fell to the Muslims. Crusading was classed as one of the most significant movements during the middle ages [footnoteRef:4] and became a general pattern of thinking and behaviour in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,[footnoteRef:5]  with very few people not having heard at least one crusade sermon or been affected by the taxation to fund the campaigns.[footnoteRef:6] There were many crusades called throughout Christendom during the two hundred years of the movement but not all were fought in the same areas and against the same enemy. The definition of a crusade has caused much debate amongst historians and until the fifteenth century, there was  no word for crusade in the Latin or European vernaculars.[footnoteRef:7]  [2:   Collins Dictionary, < https://www.Collinsdictionary.com /dictionary/English/failure> [accessed 09 May 2024].]  [3:  Christopher Tyerman, The World Of The Crusades, (London: Yale University Press, 2019) p.1.]  [4:  James Naus, The Capetian Monarchs Of France And The Early Crusades,(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2016), p.3.]  [5:  Tyerman, The World Of The Crusades, p.19.]  [6:   Simon Lloyd, ‘The Crusading Movement 1096-1274’, The Oxford Illustrated History Of The Crusades, ed. by Jonathon Riley-Smith, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 34-65, p.65.]  [7:  Tyerman, The World Of The Crusades, p.21.] 

Historians have different ideas as to the definition of crusades and can be subdivided into groups: -
 Traditionalists such as Arno Mayer, who describes them as  the wars where Jerusalem lay at the heart of the motivation.
 Pluralists including Jonathon Riley- Smith who class crusades as those which have been proclaimed by the Pope, and the people involved have made the crusading vow to receive indulgences. 
 Popularists such as Paul Alphandery included all the crusades that were taken up by those, that through collective exaltation, travelled  to areas, almost as pilgrimages. Some of these took place without the calling from the Pope.
 Generalists including Hetil who  called any  holy war in the name of God , a crusade.[footnoteRef:8]    [8:  Christopher Tyerman, The Debate on the Crusades, 1099–2010, (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2011), p.220-225 < http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv18b5q04.13> [ Accessed 11 May 2024]. ] 

If there is no collective definition as to what a crusade is, how can the degree of failure be measured?   This essay will therefore describe the various holy wars and discuss their outcomes which will give some indication as to whether they were considered successful.
Crusades to the Holy Land
 All categories of historians consider that wars to the Holy Land are known as “crusades” especially if they were called by the Pope, but traditionalists generally believe that they are the only wars that can be classified as crusades. There are nine crusades that fall into this category. The first crusade was called by Pope Urban II to help the Eastern Christians of the Byzantine empire to overcome the Muslims.  In 1096, four European armies containing sixty thousand personnel and filled with religious fervour, looking for personal salvation, adventure and material wealth, marched to the Holy Land and captured Jerusalem in 1099. It established three other settlements of Edessa, Antioch and Tripoli known as the crusader states or Outremer and along with the creation of orders of Hospitallers and Templars to defend the states plus the tolerance that grew between the Christians and non-Christians, it is widely thought to have been a success.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:   Mark Cartwright, World History Encyclopedia, First Crusade (2018)  <https://www.worldhistory.org/first_crusade> [accessed 09 May 2024].] 

The first crusade, having been so successful, seemed to set a precedent,[footnoteRef:10] with people thinking that success was guaranteed, thus in 1145, after the fall of Edessa to the Muslims, Pope Eugenius III called the second crusade.  A large force led by kings of France and Germany tried to recapture it but failed. It was thought of as a humiliating failure and resulted in deterioration of relationships between Byzantines and crusaders but led to the emboldening of the Muslim leaders.[footnoteRef:11]  St Bernard of Clairvaux who had initially preached in support of the war, blamed the crusaders for the failure. [10:  Tyerman, The World Of The Crusades, p.28.]  [11:  Internet Medieval Sourcebook,  St Bernard: Apologia For The Second Crusade, (1996) https://www.sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/bernard-apol.asp [accessed 09 May 2024].] 

Why should it be my task to speak of what they have done? One thing I shall say: How could they make progress when they were always looking backward as they walked? [footnoteRef:12] [12:  Ibid.] 

 In 1187, the third crusade to the Holy Land was called by Pope Gregory VIII in response to the fall of Jerusalem to the Muslim leader Saladin. Led by three kings, the crusade was expected to do well, but King Frederick of Germany died on the way and although there were battle successes with Richard I conquering Cyprus and enabling the maintenance of Outremer with Philip of France, on arrival to Jerusalem, to avoid further bloodshed, they negotiated a three-year peace treaty, with Saladin remaining in control. This crusade although having failed with the non-taking of Jerusalem, was largely considered successful with the taking of Cyprus.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Gary Dickson, Thomas F. Madden and Marshall W. Baldwin, ‘Crusades’, Encyclopedia Britannica (2024) https://www.britannica.com/event/Crusades [accessed 09 May 2024].] 

The fourth crusade 1202 – 1204 was called by Pope Innocent III in response to the end of the treaty in Jerusalem. With enthusiasm waning and lack of money, the crusade that originally was destined for the Holy land and through a series of events, ended up sacking Constantinople, a Byzantine Christian controlled city. The setting up a Latin controlled empire in Constantinople and the eastern states by the crusaders was classed as a success, but the killing of fellow Christians was abhorred and ultimately Jerusalem, being the original focus of the crusade, was not retaken, therefore there were some successes and some failures. [footnoteRef:14] [14:  Ibid.] 

 The fifth crusade (1217-1221) called by Pope Innocent III, targeted Egypt in order to break Muslim power in Jerusalem. The crusaders were defeated, having taken Damietta and then having to hand it back and leave Egypt.  Another eight-year truce was negotiated but having failed to achieve its goals, the crusade was considered a failure with much loss of life and reputation.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Wikipedia, Fifth Crusade (2024) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Crusade [accessed 09 May 2024].] 

The sixth crusade 1228-29 could almost be described as a success. Called by Pope Gregory IX, it was led by Frederick II who through negotiation was able to take back Jerusalem, earning a ten-year peace treaty and some land around the city. He crowned himself the King of Jerusalem although by then he had been excommunicated by the pope so it could be stated that the crusade was without Papal consent and therefore not a true crusade.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Dicksen, Madden and Baldwin, Crusades ,2024.] 

 The Barons crusade took place between 1239-1241. Having seen the failures of the previous kings, it was decided that this crusade would be led by Count Theobald and mainly consisted of nobles. They managed to negotiate further control of Jerusalem and they were also handed control of many Outremer cities which meant that the Christian held Kingdom of Jerusalem was at its largest size since 1187. Although this crusade was not given a number it was perhaps one of the most successful to the Holy Land.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ruth Johnston, ‘The Barons Crusade, 1239-41’ All Things Medieval (2023) https://www.ruthjohnston.com/AllThingsMedieval/?p=4734 [accessed 11 May 2024]] 

The seventh and eight crusades, both led by Louis IX of France, ended in failures with Louis being taken hostage by the Muslims while attempting to first conquer Egypt and then take control of Jerusalem . Determined to fulfil his crusader vows he launched the eighth crusade but it was abandoned when he died in North Africa. [footnoteRef:18] [18:  Cartwright, World History Encyclopedia, 2018.] 

 Fight against non-Christians
 Throughout the crusades many other non-Christians were massacred for example Jews during the first and second crusades in Germany and France, with Albert of Aix describing the slaughter of the Rhineland Jews, 
They rose in a spirit of cruelty against the Jewish people……….and slaughtered them without mercy saying it was their duty against enemies of the Christian Faith.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Internet Medieval Sourcebook, Albert Of Aix And Ekkehard Of Aura: Emico And The Slaughter Of The Rhineland Jews,(1997) < https://www.sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/1096jews.asp> [accessed 11 May 2024].] 

 Although popularists like to include these wars in their definitions of crusades, no Papal crusade was ever launched against Jews.[footnoteRef:20]  By the mid twelfth century , the scope of crusades was being expanded by the Popes to include non-Christians in Europe  rather than just in the Holy land - for example  pagan tribes  in the Baltic countries and Muslims in Spain. It is believed that these crusades were faith induced rather than racially incited,[footnoteRef:21] although money may also have been a factor as the Baltic states were felt to be ripe for exploitation.[footnoteRef:22]   The Baltic Crusades 1147-1149 started during the second crusade but lasted until 1309. They comprised of mainly German and Danish nobles and later included the Teutonic Order of Knights, to fight against pagan tribes, needing to conquer them prior to their conversion. [footnoteRef:23] These crusades are generally thought of as successful as they involved the mass conversion of the tribes to Christianity plus the Teutonic Knights order was formed which acted as a fighting army for the Papacy.[footnoteRef:24]   [20:  Tyerman, The World Of The Crusades, p.4.]  [21:  Ibid.]  [22:   Melvyn Bragg , Baltic Crusades, [podcast] BBC Radio 4, In Our Time, 24 Nov 2016,  https://www.player.fm/series/in-our-time/baltic-crusades [accessed 09 may 2024].]  [23:  Donald R. Shumaker, The Clash Between Pagans And Christians:The Baltic Crusades From 1147-1309,  (2014), https://api.semanticscholar.org/CorpusID:160244526 [accessed 09 May 2024].]  [24:  Bragg, Baltic Crusades, 2016.] 

The Reconquista or Iberian crusades were called by Popes between eleventh and thirteenth centuries and were aimed at liberating Spanish territories from the Muslim Moors possibly with less of a religious but more of economic motivation. When the last state of Granada fell in 1492 and with the expansion of Christendom through conversion to Christianity, the Holy Roman Empire thus became more powerful, and these campaigns against non- Christians were considered successful.[footnoteRef:25]  [25:  Shumaker, The Clash Between Pagans,2014.] 

Fight against Heretics
in 1208, came questions as to which should take precedence, a crusade to take the Holy Land or against heretics, Pope Innocent III, having declared that heretics were worse than  the Saracens in the Holy Land, called for a crusade to eliminate the Cathars in Languedoc, France, thinking  it was better to defend the faith at home than in the distant lands of the East.[footnoteRef:26]   Cathars’ theology conflicted with Catholic doctrines therefore they were classed as heretics .  The crusade known as the Albigensian crusade in France was a popular crusade with many Frenchmen and Europeans taking the cross to win an indulgence without travelling far from home.[footnoteRef:27]  The crusades started in1209, with very many of the Cathars massacred, and ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1229. Although the Cathars were never completely destroyed, the Albigensian crusade was thought to have affected culture and politics in south France with the French crown gaining more power and was thus considered a success.[footnoteRef:28] [26:  Palmer A. Throop, ‘Criticism Of Papal Crusade Policy In Old French and Provencal’, Secular, 13.4  (1938), 379-412 (p. 396) < URL:https://api.semanticscholar.org/corpusID:263116730> [accessed 11 May 2024].]  [27:  Ibid. p.396.]  [28:   Lloyd, Oxford Illustrated History, p.64.] 

Crusades of Fervour
The Peoples crusade which was formed before the first crusade consisting of poor and humble people who, caught up by the crusading excitement but having no knightly means, made their pilgrimage towards the Holy Land but were massacred near Nicaea.  The perceived repeated failures of organised crusades called by Popes and led by Kings and nobles, caused religious enthusiasts to call their own crusades to free the Holy Land.[footnoteRef:29] This type of movement although not initiated by Popes, is recognised by Popularists as a type of crusade. The Children’s crusade which was said to have taken place in 1212 was made up of children, adolescents, women, parish clergy, and elderly participants and was led by Nicholas from Germany who wanted to rescue Jerusalem from the Muslims. When they failed to cross the sea to reach the Holy Land, the crusade ended and was considered a failure.[footnoteRef:30] The Shepherds crusade in 1320 was initially aimed at helping the Reconquista in Spain to expel the Moors and started in France led by a young French shepherd. While marching South through France and Spain, the crusade, made up of the ‘urban poor’, attacked Jews and although this was a  popular move with the populace to start with, it was not condoned by the Pope or the king and eventually the “crusade” petered out, coming  to an end having achieved nothing.[footnoteRef:31]  These “crusades” illustrate how the crusade idea had inflamed popular imagination [footnoteRef:32] but without  Papal and military support they were never destined to be successful. [29:  Dickson, Madden and Baldwin, Encyclopedia Britannica, 2024.]  [30:  Ibid.]  [31:  Wikipedia, Children’s Crusade (2024),<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/children’s crusade>  [accessed 10 May 2024].]  [32:  James M.Powell, Anatomy Of A Crusade1213-1221, (Pennsylvania : University of Pennsylvania Press ,  1986), p. 10, < http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt3fhpgt.6> [accessed 11 May 2024].] 

In1292, Acre, described by Ludolph of Suchem as the ‘most glorious city, the flower, chief and pride of all in the East’, fell.[footnoteRef:33] It was the last stronghold of the Eastern Latin Kingdom with the exception of Cyprus and it’s fall closed an era, with any Papal talk of crusades to recapture the Holy Land being met with little or no enthusiasm as European monarchs had other ideals and priorities to consider.[footnoteRef:34] [33:   Internet Medieval Sourcebook, Ludolph of Suchem: The Fall Of Acre,1291 (1996) https://www.sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/1291acre.asp [accessed 10 May 2024].]  [34:  Ibid.] 

Conclusion
 Complete failure would imply that absolutely nothing positive happened during the two hundred years of crusading. This essay has demonstrated that many of the crusades had some positive outcomes although there were also some that were not classed as successes, but this of course is entirely subjective depending on how one interprets the results against the objectives of each crusade. The first crusade was perhaps the ultimate success story and achieved all its objectives therefore being a hard act to follow, never to be equalled. The subsequent crusades had varying degrees of success and failure, ranging from the crusades called by the enthusiasts which appear to have secured nothing other than great bloodshed, to those that managed to gain or maintain Jerusalem and Outremer either through negotiation or battle.  Despite medievalist de Goff’s statement that the crusaders’ chief contribution to western culture was the apricot,[footnoteRef:35] there are other consequences ranging from increased military and medical knowledge, the exchange of ideas between east and west cultures,  to the end of  the Byzantine empire, the  Christianisation of the Baltic states and increased Papal political power. Crusades changed Westerner’s views of themselves giving those from the Latin Christian culture a shared identity and they redrew the political and cultural map within Europe and the East.[footnoteRef:36] Therefore, with the positives that occurred during and after the crusades, it would be a very harsh opinion to consider the crusading movement a complete failure. [35:  Tyerman, The Debate on the Crusades, p.222.]  [36:  Lloyd, Oxford Illustrated History, p.65.] 
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