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Nomadic Invasions

“Now the greater part of the Scythians,
beginning at the Caspian Sea, are called Dahae,
but those who are situated more to the east
than these are named Massagetae and Sacae,
whereas all the rest given the general name of
Scythians, though each people is given a
separate name of its own. They all for the most
part nomads. But the best known of the nomads
are those who took away Bactria from the
Greeks, | mean the Asii, Pasiani, Tochari, and
Sacarauli, who originally came from the country
on the other side of the Jaxartes River that
adjoins that of the Shakas and the Sogdiani and
was occupied by the Shakas.” — Strabo Geog.

* Sima Qian Shiji, the
Chinese “Book of

History” — Xiongnu and
the Da Yuezhi.

 Zhang Qian meets the
Yuezhiin 129/128 BC.

“Asiani [Kushans] are kings
of the Tochari and
destroyed the Sacaraucae”

— Justin XLII Prologue.
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Sacking and Plundering

e Sacking of of Samarkand
c.145-130 BC.

e Sacking of Ai Khanum
c.145 BC by the Sakas and
subsequently by Yuehzi
(Yueh-Chih) c.130 BC.

* Plundering of the Oxus
sanctuary at Takht-1 Sangin
(frontier between Bactria
and Sogdia).
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Kushan ngdom

“The main centre of the Da Yuezhi (Kushan)
kingdom is the town of Lanshi (Bactra/Balkh). To
the west it borders Anxi (Parthia), which is 49 days
march away. To the east, it is 6,537 i (2,718 km)
from the seat of the Chief Scribe [in Lukchun], and

Kushan Empire, assumed
argest expansion
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eighty years old when he died.” — Fan Ye Hou Han

Shu 13 — Trans. John E. Hill. throne is in the hands of the Parthians, who are

constantly chasing each other off it.” — PME 38.



Greek Legacy in Central
Asia and Northwest India:
Numismatic Evidence



Numismatic Innovation

* Indo-Greeks introduced innovation in coinage that
would be picked up by north-western Indian
kingdoms:

— die-striking e
LY =
— use of legends TN
— use of monograms -
. KUSHAN: Huvishka, c.AD 150-190, AV dinar. Half-
= pOrtraltS Of rU|erS length figure of king right, wearing round helmet,
holding ankus and sceptre / , sun-god standin
- represe ntation Of deities Ief'lc(,jraigsingkhand,dtamg:a to Il\élfl':P—oFr.-19.g f standine

e Portraits on coins did not become common
elsewhere in India in the early first millennium AD.



Survival of Greek Coins

 Many Greek coins would continue in circulation or be imitated (often lower
quality) by the kingdoms which would replace them.

e Saka (Indo-Scythian) king Spalirises who reigned some time after 70 BC, over-
struck (imprinted) his name onto an imitation coin of Eucradites | who came to

an end around 145 BC.

“...there are to be found in the market in Barygaza even today old drachmas
engraved with the inscriptions, in Greek letters, of Apollodotus and Menander,

rulers who came after Alexander.” — PME 47. )

Image from Bopearachchi (1995).
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Imitations and Script

Boardman et al (1992).

* The Kushan king Kujula
Kadphises in the mid-
first century AD chose
to reissue the coins of
Hermaeus with his own
name superimposed.

Gold dinar — c.AD 127 - Crowned, diademed
king standing facing, holding spear and
sacrificing at altar at left, Greek legend around:
BACIAEYC BACI ... AEWN KANHpPKOY (King of
Kings Kanishka Kushan) / Solar deity Helios
standing facing, with head turned to left, one
hand on hip, the other raised in blessing, Greek
legend right: HAIOC, tamgha at left - Gobl 25.



Adopting and Adapting the Gods

* Notable popularity of certain
deities, particularly Athena.

* Importance of Saka and Indo-
Parthian developments for

syncretism seen under the
Indo-Scythian / Saka - Maues. Circa 85-80 BC. AR Tetradrachm. Zeus

KUSha ns. standing left, holding sceptre / Nike standing right, holding palm &
wreath; monogram to right. MIG 729a.

Indo-Parthian - Gondophares AE Tetradrachm. 30-50 AD. 22.14 mm, Indo-Scythian / Saka - Azilizes. Ca 85-45/35 BC. AR Tetradrachm
9.1 gr. BACILEWN BACILEWN GONDOFAROU, King on horseback 27mm, 7.99 g. King on horseback right, holding spear / Athena
right, holding ankus; monogram to right / Siva facing holding trident standing left, holding shield with aegis and thunderbolt;
and extending right hand, monograms to left and right. BMC 10. monograms in fields. Senior 50.1T.



Tillya Tepe
“Hill of Gold”
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Composite Art

Tomb 2 - A ring with an intaglio depicting
Athena

Tomb 5 - A pair of heart shaped earrings
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Tomb 2 — Ring with an image of Athena (lacking a seat) Tomb 3 - Ornament with Tomb 3 — A pair of clasps — Cupids on dolphins
an image of Athena



“From Scythes son of
Heracles comes the
whole line of the kings
of Scythia; and it is
because of the vessel
that the Scythians carry
vessels on their belts to
this day. This alone his
mother did for Scythes.
This is what the Greek

dwellers in Pontus say.”
Tomb 4 — Phial (bowl) bearing Greek inscription - Greek  _ Herodotus 4.10.3.
script (CTA MA) — sigma, tau, alpha, - mu / alpha. - 41
staters = 637.96 grams.

Tomb 3 — Rounded box with lid, bearing

Greek inscription - Greek script (CTA E/B) —

sigma, tau, alpha, - epsilon / beta.

Five staters and two drachmas = 23.4 grams. Tomb 6 — A pair of clasps showing Dionysus and Ariadne Tomb 6 — Appliqué “the
Aphrodite of Bactria”




“Toilet Trays”



Image from Pons (2011)

Concave disc of 4 to 40 cm
in diameter.

Tend to be made of soft
stone such as steatite or
serpentine or of hard stone
such as schist and gypsum.

Very few of these objects
have been found in
archaeological contexts.

Derive a wide range of
scenes from Greek, Roman,
Indian, Iranian and Scythian
iconographic repertoires.



Sea-Monsters

e Sea-dragons, sea-
horses,
ichtyocentaurus,
sea-lions, sea-
griffins, sea-hares
and tritons.

* |ndian sea-
monsters
(makaras) lack
characteristics of
Gandharan
examples.
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Domitius Ahenobarbus altar, Glyptothek, Munich Met Museum of Art, New York
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Fig. 24: The wedding of Dionysos and Ariadne,
Sirkap-Taxila, National Museum, Delhi
(After Francfort 1979, no. 14, Pl. 7)




The Art of Gandhara



DREER oy, )

Piakiavar 4 Qq »

e Rawalpindi
® Islamabad

MINGORA

.’.I Nimogram A Udegr /!
Andan Pheri g Pa A
CHAKDARA Gumbatun 9 ,_ 8. Butkara
BAJAUR QR A/ 8 SaiduSharif
Chatpat S8~ Barikf:Sh i 4

== Flora Pass Gl"“lteatrakar

)
) X k A Loriyan Tangai BUNER
DARGAI 8~ YGIRARAI Bar.

Maldkand Pass

L
a2
o0 S

oy ) 4 0 Sanghao ang A
Bimarand S Sw° oy 4 Kashmir Smats . HAZARA =
> 1 \ ar Dher|
Ahin Posh = Tare_ll
HADDA ® 2 A h’ia °‘G°’E£Sik,i MANSEHRA
\ HASI-'l‘ AGAR é A'Mekhasand CHAML
NANGARHAF = uftammad Nari & Chanaka Dheri Rarligat
(Mohdmmed Nari)f  sah e
haikhan Dheri ok SURELOAR

= Bahlol
& BalaHisar MARD N

°
ABBOTA

(Rt

CHARSADA
AFGHANISTAN /( Auuas,.d GANDHARA ‘swe :
-7 UDABHA APUR 7,
-./'J berPass al{Kabul\ . (HUND) %28 T

Jamrid 7~ -u- Dheri NAUSHAHRA ous

2
0 ATTO Bhamala A

Taxila A

Margala Pass Y

Tamr2




The Gandharan Style

Winged Atlas — Jamalgarhi - ¢.2n —
3" century AD — British Museum.

Vajrapani and others — Gandhara - ¢.2" e "
— 3rd century AD — British Museum. Fragmentary relief: Troy Horse — Mardan District — ¢.2"¥ century AD — British Museum.
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