Courts and Society Character Dossier 
 The subject of this dossier is Thraseas, son of Aetos who served as strategos of Cilicia from c.246 BC following its recapture.[footnoteRef:1] His and his family’s social position appears to have been amongst the highest in the Ptolemaic Empire.[footnoteRef:2] This is evidenced by an inscription alluding  to Thraseas’ dispatch to Cilicia as strategos.[footnoteRef:3] These individuals appear to have been socially high ranking within a range of contexts.[footnoteRef:4] Primarily strategoi originate in military functions, for example, in Athens during the 5th century BC and served as commanders during the Hellenistic period.[footnoteRef:5] Within a Ptolemaic context strategoi held numerous important social roles as military commanders, nome administrators and as priests as noted by Fischer-Bovet.[footnoteRef:6] Indeed, Thraseas’ father Aetos is mentioned as the founder of Arsinoe in Cilicia by an inscription discovered in the city.[footnoteRef:7] This demonstrates that Thraseas’ family and moreover, the role of strategos was one of significant social standing and importance.  [1:  Jones and Habicht 1989: 337; G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 19-22. ]  [2:  Fischer-Bovet 2014: 156-157; Ralwlandson 2007: 37-38 G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 19-22; 24-25.]  [3:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 24-25. ]  [4:  PP I/VIII 381 = P II/VIII 216; Mooran 1975, no.0143; PP III/IX 4988. ]  [5:  Fischer-Bovet 2014: 156; Hdt.1.54.4; Keaveny 2011: 30.  ]  [6:  Fischer-Bovet 2014: 156.]  [7:  Fischer-Bovet 2014: 156-157; Sosin 1997: 143; PP I/VIII 381 = P II/VIII 216; Mooran 1975, no.0143; PP III/IX 4988.] 

In addition, Thraseas status is confirmed by the inscription from Arsinoe which references him being sent to Cilicia by the King (likely Ptolemy III) as strategos.[footnoteRef:8] This point is also a vital indicator of Thraseas position within the royal court (this being the King’s immediate social circle) since it suggests that the strategos of Cilicia had close personal connections with the reigning monarch.[footnoteRef:9] Thus, it seems safe to place Thraseas amongst the philoi and indeed, the significant offices held by the family until c.197-196 BC demonstrates that they retained importance since Arsinoe in Cilicia’s foundation during the 260s BC.[footnoteRef:10] In addition, to this it has been logically argued by Fischer-Bovet that the strategoi of Ptolemaic possessions overseas enjoyed a higher position within the court relative to stategoi in Egypt.[footnoteRef:11] This was due to the close connections with the local populations and elites that they were able to establish which were vital for control.[footnoteRef:12] Such a view seems to be supported by the use of the term ‘synegenes’ of the King rather than just philos to describe the strategos of Cyprus and that, rather than despatching another individual to the region in 246 BC the monarch chose to send the son of the previous strategos following a 9 year Ptolemaic absence.[footnoteRef:13] Therefore, the evidence so far indicates that Thraseas was an extremely important member of Cilician society but also inside the Alexandrian court given his connections and thus, chances of ensuring Ptolemaic control. [8:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 24-25. ]  [9:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 24-25; Strootman 2013: 38. ]  [10:  Strootman 2013: 43; OGIS 128; 171; G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 19-25; P.Duk. inv.677; Sosin 1997: 143-144; Jones and Habicht 1989: 337]  [11:  Fischer-Bovet 2014: 157. ]  [12:  Rawlandson 2007: 37; 39. ]  [13:  Mooren 1977: 70; G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 24-25; Rawlandson 2007: 337. ] 

As the strategos, Thraseas seems to have performed numerous functions, both on behalf of local communities and the King.[footnoteRef:14] These include deciding petitions sent by the cities of Cilicia, setting fines and maximising taxable revenue.[footnoteRef:15] Other activities which may have been undertaken can be deduced from Tempesta’s observation of the region known as ‘Rough Cilicia’s wealth in timber and the Ptolemaic forts which seem to have controlled its access.[footnoteRef:16] This coupled with a fragmented letter from a Ptolemaic King concerning the collection of timber for the navy suggests that it may have fallen to Thraseas to ensure adequate supplies for the royal fleet.[footnoteRef:17] Moreover, these forts which seem to be strategically placed to guard timber and an inscription confirm a military dimension to Thraseas position.[footnoteRef:18] Moreover, the discovery of c.5,000 Ptolemaic coins at Maydanik highlights that substantial financial resources were at the command of local authorities.[footnoteRef:19] Finally a strategos’ other role appears to have included the management of settled kleroi within their region.[footnoteRef:20] From this it appears that individuals such as Thraseas occupied an immensely important role and position within Ptolemaic society and the royal court and could be relied upon to perform a range of duties covering several spheres of activity including, military judicial, financial and religious functions. However, within the context of the wider group Thraseas’ role will be focus on military activity and local administration.  [14:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 1-3; 4-7; 15-18; 41-45.]  [15:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 1-3; 4-7; 15-18; 41-45.]  [16:  Tempesta 2013: 64; 67.]  [17:  SB VI 9215. ]  [18:  Tempesta 2013: 64; Bagnall 1976: 222-223. ]  [19:  Tempesta 2013: 68; Jones and Habicht 1989: 338. ]  [20:  Walter 2006; P. Hib.11.198. ] 

In terms of the evidence for Thrases, his role, family, place within society and the Ptolemaic court the evidence (at least for non-royalty) is quite extensive and covers numerous forms including epigraphy, papyri and literary sources in the case of his son Ptolemaios who is mentioned in Polybius.[footnoteRef:21] Nevertheless, the primary evidence for Thraseas (a near complete inscription) comes from Arsinoe in Cilicia and has been dated to after 238 BC by Jones and Habicht based on the honours for Queen Arsinoe.[footnoteRef:22] While it has been rightly cautioned by Bodel that such records must be read with caution given their public context it seems unnecessary to dispute any claims made by this document.[footnoteRef:23] Moreover, the fact that the family seems to have extensive associations with the region presumably means that any overtly pretentious claims would likely become apparent to the local community despite the 9 year gap between Aetos and Thraseas’ time in office since there is a chance that Thraseas spent time in the area before the Second Syrian War (259-253 BC).[footnoteRef:24] [21:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139; P.Duk.inv.677; Plb.5.65.3; OGIS 230.  ]  [22:  Jones and Habicht 1989: 317; 336. ]  [23:  Bodel 2001: 5. ]  [24:  G.Petzl.ZPE. 139.lines 24-25; Grainger 2014: 172; Errington 2014: 119.  ] 

 Furthermore, while Sosin’s association of Thraseas father with an Aetos recorded by documents from Oxhyrrinchus is largely speculative his observation that the name is rare and that the individual is contemporary to Thraseas’ father does not make it impossible.[footnoteRef:25] Despite this, as with attempts to match the author of the Satyricon to individuals named Petronius from the Roman Empire such attempts are fraught with difficulties and should perhaps be avoided.[footnoteRef:26] Regardless, the evidence for Thraseas, his role in society and his position at court is safely discernible from the Cilicia inscription and while the evidence of his role has to be pieced together from numerous sources these also appear to be secure, thus, allowing for a relatively comprehensive reconstruction of Thraseas’ career.     [25:  Sosin 1997: 143; P. Frankf.5.2.10; P. Hib.1.33.5-6.13. ]  [26:  Volker and Rohmann 2011: 660-661. ] 
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