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Using a Welsh cultural artefact as a stimulus create a resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning 

Throughout this assignment, the importance of teaching and learning through the visual and expressive arts in a primary school in Wales will be highlighted and discussed in detail. The visual and expressive arts will also be explored further in this assignment, in order to investigate how the arts can enhance a child’s learning and development in a primary school setting. In order to discuss such matters, important documentation such as Curriculum Cymreig and the National Curriculum for Wales will be referred to, as will key influential individuals and theorists. Whilst discussing each of these important factors I will also be explaining the welsh cultural artefact that I have chosen for this assignment and the reason I believe this artefact would inspire teachers. In addition to this, I will also explain a wide range of activities that I have created which are based upon the artefact of my choice and within subject areas of the arts. I will also explain how I believe these activities will enhance and inspire children’s learning in the primary school environment.

One element that is strongly linked to the area of visual and expressive arts is creativity. Creativity is often seen as difficult to define as it is multi-faceted. The Tallis Habits of mind clearly support this view as creativity can be inquisitive, collaborative, persistent, disciplined and imaginative and as a result it can lead a child to produce different pieces of creative work within the area of visual and expressive arts. Therefore, a child’s learning within the arts is constantly being enhanced and developed and as a result “creativity is essential to the success and fulfilment of young people” (Arts Council of Wales, 2017). Professor Graham Donaldson strongly supports the view that creativity is fundamental to a child’s learning as he states that children should become “enterprising, creative contributors” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 5) of the world. Although it is vitally important that an individual promotes creativity it is also important that an element of originality is shown as both of these elements will help a child to explore and communicate ideas within the arts (Thomas Tallis School, 2017). 

According to Vygotsky creativity can be developed in “infants as young as 12 months” (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 98) old.  Therefore, by encouraging children to be creative and imaginative at 12 months old it can allow them to “become more resourceful and resilient” (BBC, 2017) in later childhood and into adult life. This is because art begins at a social level for children and then through the means of language and communication it becomes “internalized as thought” (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 99). Therefore in childhood, art is an excellent way for children to discover the safe way of making mistakes, as a wrong mistake can lead a child to a whole new concept and idea (BBC, 2017).

The renewed interest in creativity in primary schools has also led to the Welsh Government publishing documentation such as Curriculum Cymreig. Although creativity is not the main focus of Curriculum Cymreig it does support the view that children should explore “the creative and expressive arts in Wales” (Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003, p. 4). Curriculum Cymreig offers children this opportunity by allowing them to explore creative examples of work that have been produced by the people of Wales both now and in the past. However, in order to enhance a child’s understanding within the arts and to develop their learning further, Curriculum Cymreig suggests that children should be given opportunities to explore and investigate the cultural, environmental, economic, historical and linguistic characteristics that Wales has to offer. According to Professor Dai Smith, excellent visual arts teaching helps learners develop an awareness of “creative and cultural education” (Smith, 2013, p. 22) and this is exactly what the Curriculum Cymreig offers as it provides children of all ages the opportunity to learn new skills and gain new knowledge within the arts. As a result, the Curriculum Cymreig can deliver a cross-curricular approach to teaching and learning within the primary schools. A cross curricular project that develops the Curriculum Cymreig can help to enthuse, motivate and inspire learners in areas of visual and expressive arts (Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003).

The contribution of a cross curricular approach to teaching and learning can be seen as important in the National Curriculum for Wales and within subject areas of the arts. This is evident to see in a recent report published by Professor Graham Donaldson as he suggests that cross-curricular teaching and learning can “result in the best outcomes and standards” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 88) for children. As a result, cross curricular teaching can further accelerate a child’s learning within the arts. This is because a child is able to take pieces of information from one subject area and apply it into another subject area. As a result, cross curricular links in subject areas such as the arts will help children to remain engaged, motivated and enthusiastic about what they are learning in the classroom. However, according to Lois Kelly there are disadvantages to cross curricular teaching. He states that children are no longer developing subject-specific skills. He believes this damages children’s learning within the primary school learning environment. However, I personally believe that cross curricular teaching is benefical to children as is allows them to learn from direct experiences (Kelly and Stead, 2013). 

The areas of cross curricular teaching, the Curriculum Cymreig and creativity were taken into consideration when choosing a welsh cultural artefact for this assignment. The welsh cultural artefact which I have chosen as a stimulus for this assignment is a piece of pottery from Llanelli. The pottery which I have chosen is the ‘cockerel plate’ (appendix 1). The ‘cockerel plate’ is hand printed and is said to be of the work of a woman called Sarah Jane Roberts. Sarah Jane Roberts was born in Llanelli in 1859 and was known in the factory as Aunty Sal (Interpreting Ceramics, 2011). 

The cockerel plate was made in the South Wales Pottery branch that was located on a site between Pottery Street and Murray Street in Llanelli town centre. The pottery branch opened in 1839 and continued on until 1921, with its most symbolic piece of pottery being the ‘cockerel plate’. Although the branch is no longer open, it is evident to see that pottery has become an important part of Llanelli’s heritage after eight decades of making in the town (Llanelly Pottery, 2017).

One of the main reasons I have chosen pottery as a stimulus is because of the links and connections it has to Wales. Pottery is not only famous in Llanelli but also throughout the rest of South Wales, in areas such as Swansea and the Rhondda valley. As a result, children will be able to explore and experiment with the stimuli as well as other areas and aspects in visual and expressive arts. I also believe pottery is the perfect stimulus for teachers to use in order to inspire children’s learning and development as there are many influential individuals the children can look up to. As well as this, I think that this artefact works well with creativity, cross curricular teaching, the Curriculum Cymreig and the National Curriculum for Wales.

For the assignment, I have decided that the artefact would be better suited for those children studying Key Stage Two of the National Curriculum for Wales. I believe that this is the correct phase to choose as the artefact is better suited to children of this particular age. As a result, I believe it would be more beneficial to deliver activities to this age group rather than those studying the Foundation Phase of the National Curriculum for Wales.

For my assignment, I have decided to design three different activities within areas of the arts. The three areas of the National Curriculum I have chosen to cover are Art and Design, Design and Technology and Music. I have chosen these areas as they cover elements of the visual and expressive arts.

The first activity that I have chosen for the children to study is art and design. Within the art and design activity the children will create a collage of the Llanelli Pottery building in order to gain knowledge of their past community and its values. As the Llanelli Pottery building is no longer around for the children to go and see on an educational visit, they will have to develop their understanding of what the pottery building used to look like before the activity takes place. In order to do this, the class teacher will split the class in half. The first half of the class will increase their understanding of what the pottery building used to look like by using the internet and books for research (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). 

By allowing the children do this they are developing skills in the national curriculum as well as within the Curriculum Cymreig. This is shown as the children will be researching an example of the past and present in their local community (Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003).

The second half of the class will then be introduced to the work of Cefyn Burgess. Cefyn Burgess is a welsh artist who mainly based his work on different types of buildings in Wales. The children will therefore look at his artwork on buildings as an element of inspiration. His artwork should help the children to develop an idea of what the Llanelli pottery building used to look like. Although Cefyn Burgess is an artist, he also has a wide range of textile work. As a result, the children may wish to look at his textile work in more detail. By looking at Burgess’ work on textiles, the children may feel inspired by the patterns and materials he uses and they may wish to incorporate these elements into their collage (Cefyn, 2017). 

Incorporating elements of Burgess’ work allows the children to experiment and examine the methods of other artists. This then further enhances the children’s learning within the area of art and design as the children are being exposed to elements of creativity and imagination. The children’s investigating skills are also being explored here as they are looking at an historical image of a man-made environment. This not only exposes the children to creativity but also to “cultural behaviours” (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 98) according to Vygotsky. It is clear to see these introductory activities help children to develop multiple skills within the area of art and design in the National Curriculum for key stage two pupils (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). 

Once the children have completed their introductory activities they will then move onto the main task which is to make a collage of the Llanelli pottery building. Collage activities not only offer “valuable opportunities for children” (Cox and Watts, 2007, p. 73) but they also give children the opportunity to explore, experiment and express themselves with different materials, tools and techniques. The children are therefore likely to explore techniques that include colour, line, texture and shape. As a result, the children are developing their making skills from the art and design element of the national curriculum (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008).

Whilst the activity is taking place the class teacher will go around the class and ask the children as to why they have incorporated different artistic elements into their collage. This technique is called scaffolding. I believe that scaffolding is benefical within this activity as it will allow the children to know that their class teacher appreciates their collages. Scaffolding will also allow the child to stay on task, remain motivated, solve problems and learn new skills. I believe scaffolfing will clearly work within this activity as it gives children clear opportunities to explore the elements of art, craft and design (BBC, 2017). 

Whilst creating their collages of Llanelli pottery, the children will be asked to take photographs of their progress on the classroom IPad’s. Once the children have taken photographs of each stage they will be asked to upload their photographs onto the app ‘pic collage’. On ‘pic collage’ the children will show the development stages of their collages on the Llanelli pottery building. The task on the IPad’s will allow the children to show that they are digitally competent and that they are “ambitious, capable learners who set themselves high standards” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 5). According to Professor Graham Donaldson digital competency skills are “essential to being able to participate successfully and confidently in the modern world” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 16). This clearly shows that cross-curricular skills are vitally important within the primary school learning environment. 

For the second activity, the children will be studying Design and Technology. In this activity, the children will make their own forms of pottery. When the children are making their own forms of pottery they will be able to explore “the creative and expressive arts in Wales” (Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003, p. 4). This benefits children as they are able to recognise the cultural aspects that Wales has to offer to them and as a result they are becoming “ethical, informed citizens” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 5) of the world. 

This activity has been designed with the artefact in mind and it will be one of the main focuses throughout the activity. However, in order to introduce this activity and before it takes place in the classroom, the children will look at the artists and craft workers that worked at Llanelli pottery closely. Some of the main artists and pottery workers the children will look at for inspiration and ideas is Sarah Jane Roberts and Samuel Shufflebotham. Roberts and Shufflebotham created a number of pottery pieces at the Llanelli Pottery branch. Their work includes plates, bowls, jugs and vases. Personally, I think that these are great pieces of pottery for children to see as it maximises their opportunity to develop knowledge and thinking within art and design. By exposing the children to a range of pottery products, it will allow them to generate ideas of their own (Llanelly Pottery, 2017). 

As a result, the children will need to see the work of both Roberts and Shufflebotham. In order for this to happen the pupil deprevation grant will provide funding to the school for the educational visit about pottery. This will then allow children from all types of backgrounds to experience an inspiring educational visit that will further enhance their learning within the arts (Welsh Government, 2015b). 

The children will go on an educational visit to Parc Howard Museum in Llanelli. Parc Howard Museum is home to Roberts and Shufflebotham’s pottery work. By visiting Roberts and Shufflebotham’s work the children are likely to become more enthusiastic about pottery. The visit will also enhance the children’s learning further as they are able to have a first-hand experience with pottery. The visit will also allow the children to investigate the pieces of pottery further. Therefore, the children are likely to look closely at the patterns and designs as they may use one of the sources of pottery to develop their own ideas further. As a result, it is clear to see that Roberts and Shufflebotham’s artwork is meaningful as it will engage the pupils interest within the visual arts (Llanelly Pottery, 2017). 

The visit to Parc Howard will also develop the children’s understanding of Wales further. This is because the children are being exposed to an historical site. This gives children the opportunity to apply historical knowledge and understanding about the different types of pottery in Wales. As well as this, the children are also being further exposed to this element as they are looking at and using different types of pottery artefacts whilst on the educational visit (Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003). 

Once the children are back in the classroom they will develop and communicate their design ideas using I.C.T. This is because it is one of the main skills that children need to develop in design and technology (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008b). 

 In order to develop this skill, the children will use the classroom IPad’s and they will go on the app ‘padlet’. Whilst on the app, the children will verbally express their art and design ideas on pottery. Not only are the children developing their I.C.T skills here but they are also developing cross curricular responsibilities. Cross curricular responsibilities being developed include digital competency and literacy skills. This clearly shows that the children’s learning is being enhanced (Welsh Government, 2015).

Once the children have completed this they will then move on to making their own forms of pottery by using different types of materials. By allowing the children to do this they are able to develop their design ideas and making skills within design and technology. Types of materials the children will use within this activity include paper plates, paper mache, clay, cardboard, paint and colouring pens and pencils (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008b).

When completing their own forms of pottery the children will work independently as it is child led activity. This is because the children are playing an active role in the learning process. This is an approach that is strongly supported by Piaget (Gray and Macblain, 2015).

For the final activity, the children will be looking at and studying the area of Music. Before, the children conduct their music activity they will listen to the story and history of Llanelli Pottery. The Llanelli Pottery story is rather significant. This is because the past of Llanelli pottery was both successful and rather turbulent. The children will be told the story of Llanelli pottery as part of their introductory task. The introductory activity links well to Curriculum Cymreig as it allows the children to gain “knowledge of one’s own community” (Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003, p. 4). 

After the introductory activity, the children will compose their own piece of music based on the history and story of the pottery. The children will compose their own piece of music by using different instruments and using their voice. According to Vygotsky the best play is “mediated through … songs” (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 98). Therefore, allowing children to use their voice when composing music enhances their musical development and learning further (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008c).

In order for the children to express and compose the story of Llanelli pottery they will need to use a mix of soft and loud sounds. The children will use soft sounds and instruments for good times and loud sounds and instruments to express the turbulent times. A welsh artist that can influence the content of this activity is Cerys Matthews. I believe that Cerys Matthews is a good artist to use in this activity as she has produced music that has rock and edgy tones and therefore, she is an artist that can influence and inspire children when it comes to composing the bad times within the pottery story. As a result, she is likely to enhance the children’s learning further (Matthews, 2017). 

 Another artist that can have an influence on the children’s work is Georgia Ruth Williams. This is because Georgia Ruth Williams is another excellent welsh artist example. She can play an important role in enhancing the children’s learning within this activity as she represents the softer side of music as she is a harpist. As a result, her tones and sounds are likely to inspire the children when they compose their parts on the good times in the pottery (BBC, 2014). 

Both of these welsh artists can enhance this music activity as they give children the opportunities to listen to and appraise different types of music. As a result, the children are able to make distinctions and recognise certain musical elements and characteristics. This can then allow the children to discuss and evaluate the pieces of different music. This can therefore have a direct impact on the children’s creativity within music (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008c). 

When composing their musical pieces the children will work in small groups of around six children as Piaget states that children work more effective when working with their peers rather than when they work alone. As a result this is likely to increase student participation and motivation within this activity (Gray and Macblain, 2015).

Once the children have composed their piece of music they will be asked to perform it in the class performance of the story of Llanelli Pottery. Not only will this help them develop skills from the music area of the National Curriculum for Wales in areas such as composing, appraising and performing but also within aspects of the Curriculum Cymreig. One aspect of the Curriculum Cymreig that is being developed here is the cultural aspect of “exploring the creative and expressive arts” (Qualifications, Curriculum Assessment Authority for Wales, 2003, p. 4) for music. This is clearly being developed by the children as they are showing both creativity and expression when creating and composing their own musical piece. By allowing the children to conduct and perform their own piece of music they are becoming “enterprising, creative contributors” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 5) within the arts as they are expressing ideas and emotions within their work (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008c).

In order to conclude the children’s work from all of the activities within the arts, there will be an open evening at the school, in order to celebrate the children’s work.  At the art open evening the children’s work will be displayed in the school hall. The work on display will include the children’s collages of the Llanelli pottery building as well as their own pieces of pottery. Whilst the parents are walking around the children’s work and celebrating their success, their musical pieces on the Llanelli pottery story will be played in the background. Personally, I believe It is important to celebrate the success of children’s work as it acknowledges their hard work and raises their confidence and self-esteem. 

To conclude, it is evident to see that the visual and expressive arts have an important role to play in the teaching and learning within primary schools in Wales. This is because excellent teaching and learning within the arts helps learners learn new skills and apply knowledge that allows them to become “ambitious, capable learners” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 5) in the world we live in today. 

Whilst on professional teaching practice, I did notice the important role the arts had to play on children within the primary school. One of the main consistencies that I noticed was that those children were not exceptionally talented in areas such as Mathematics would excel in creative subjects such as art and music. I believe that the main reason behind this was the fact that the children were able to be themselves, as they had the freedom to do what they liked. Although I noticed the arts were important I did not see as many art subjects being taught as I did academic subjects. This may have been the case as “priorities have revolved around producing literate, numerate, morally upright children” (Grigg, 2015, p. 142) in modern day primary schools across Wales. However, with techniques such as scaffolding I believe that this could be overcome and on my next teaching practice I will be demonstrating how fundamental scaffolding can be within certain areas of the arts. 

As well as this, the importance of the arts are clearly highlighted within the Key Stage Two of the National Curriculum for Wales as each of the areas of the arts have their own documentation. The arts are also highlighted within the Successful Futures documentation published by Professor Graham Donaldson. Professor Graham Donaldson clearly emphasises the importance of the visual and expressive arts in primary schools across Wales as he states that within the new curriculum for Wales the area of Expressive Arts should become one of the six main areas of learning. As the Expressive Arts area of learning covers the subject areas of art and music it clearly shows that creative subjects are fundamental in modern-day primary schools across Wales as they promote the four purposes that “will be at the heart of our new curriculum” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 8). As a result, this shows that areas of visual and expressive arts are just as important as subject areas like Mathematics and Language, Literacy and Communication within the National Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2015). 

I personally believe that using an artefact for this assignment was benefical. I believe this as the artefact allowed me to create activities for children that would enhance their learning further within areas of visual and expressive arts. I also believe that an artefact inspires children’s learning as they are able to see art can be anything they imagine it to be. As a result, an artefact can be of great value to the teaching and learning of visual and expressive arts in primary schools across Wales. 
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