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In this report I will explain why I want to work in the construction industry, the area in the industry where I want to specialise and the benefits it will have for myself and my family in the future. I will also talk about my qualities and why I think the career I have chosen is right for me.
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I chose construction as a sector to work in as I wanted a change in my career and have a better standard of living. I was previously working long hours 6-7 days a week and sometimes whole days on my own for low pay in the agricultural sector. 
I was fortunate enough that I was able to find a construction company local to me that had an opening for a labourer in January 2020. Since I’ve been working in construction I’ve enjoyed my various role’s and progressed to Site Supervisor. I now see this as a career and want to further my knowledge of the industry and progress as far as I can.  
I have chosen Quantity surveying as I enjoy working with numbers, pricing jobs, keeping track of on site costs and leasing with the client. 
Becoming a Quantity Surveyor will give me a career where I can earn a good living, progress further with in a company or even work for myself. Before enrolling on this course, I looked at the salaries that can be earned by a QS in the south Wales area on (Indeed, n.d.) Salaries range from £25,000 to £65,000 depending on experience. A typical working week for a QS is between 37-40 Hours.
I used the (RICS, 2022) website to chose the right path for me to become a QS. The part time university course works best for me as it allows me to continue in my job and study alongside.
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I am genuinely a shy person that used to lack confidence and some people skills, I feel this was due to working alone on my farm for a number of years. I have always had good work ethic and work hard to get a job done. Since starting work in the construction industry, I have gained huge amounts of confidence and vastly improved my social skills. I am now quite happy to negotiate and deal with problems head on. 
I am quite methodical and like to make sure I have a structure or plan to work too. I enjoy problem solving and coming up with an effective solution to problems that occur.  Being methodical and being able to solve problems effectively are some of the essential skills to hold in becoming a QS.
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I have researched this role on the (RICS, 2022) website and it has affirmed my interested in this career.
The primary role of a QS is to cost a structure from the ground up, to ensure that the project stays with budget and meets all quality and legal construction standards. A QS will be involved at the start of the project and will meet with the client to discuss the project and offer professional advice. 
The QS will read all plans and specifications for the project. These are normally given by the architect and engineer. On larger builds BIM (Building Information Modelling) will be used to digitally create the build project. From the plans and specifications given they will then be able to calculate the quantity of materials needed, labour costs and time needed to complete the project. 
The QS should advise the client on their obligations under the CDM Regulations 2015 and make sure that they comply with these requirements. 
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Tender packages are created to be sent out to subcontractors who will be needed on various stages of the project across a variety of different trades, E.g. Electricians, Bricklayers, Ground workers etc. The tender package will include a bill of quantities that are relevant to the area the subcontractor specialises in, all relevant drawings, plans and timescales required from the subcontractor. 
A deadline will be given for receipt of the tender. Once all tenders have been returned the quantity surveyor, client and architect will decide what subcontractors will be selected for the project.
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Throughout the duration of construction the QS will track the ongoing costs of the project to keep with in the budget and work alongside the Project manager. Working alongside the project manager is key to the project being successful and keeping within budget and deadlines. Working together they can identify any areas of work that need to be addressed e.g. area of works that is falling behind schedule.
During construction valuations of work completed will need to be checked and signed off by the quantity surveyor and project manager. Once they are signed off the QS will arrange for payments to be made from the client. 
During construction the QS will ensure that the project meets all relevant legal and quality standards, whilst ensuring the client gets the best possible value from the project.
The QS may have to advise the client on the best course of action needed should any disputes arise during construction, in regards to breach of contract. 
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In conclusion, I am looking forward to the challenges ahead and to furthering my career in the construction industry and following the path of Quantity Surveying. Potentially in the future I would like to become a chartered Quantity Surveyor once I have gained enough experience. My career  choice will enable me to build a better life for myself and my family, whilst working in an industry I enjoy.
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