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Liverpool shooting and the devastating impact of violence and deprivation.

On 22nd August 2022, nine-year-old Olivia Pratt –Korbel was shot and killed in her own home in the Dovecote area of Liverpool. Far from being an isolated incident, Olivia was in fact the fourth victim killed in that area over recent weeks. As outlined by Hesketh(2022) these killings highlight the devastating impact deprivation and violence have on communities. This is relevant to the study of Anthropology because if action is not taken to address these issues the cycle of deprivation continues.
[bookmark: _Int_X4UtIVQU][bookmark: _Int_R6k2Sw3n]A Home Office study carried out in 2011, has shown that 6% of 10 - 19 years olds are members of gangs (Safeguardinghub.co.uk 2018). Gang membership offers security, status, and a sense of belonging, all triggered by one main cause: Inequality. 
[bookmark: _Int_z773XTHf]It has been argued that “what is needed to prevent them from joining gangs was ample recreation for boys as well as girls, jobs and internships for training and money and assistance to allow their families to live in decent homes” (Brown, QuoteFancy.com), and that “[g]angs are a group reaction to helplessness” (Jackson, A-Z Quotes.com) 
[bookmark: _Int_H73cn6ww]It would seem, that gone are the days of youth clubs in church halls, a place for young people to meet and be safe, to voice their concerns and be listened to and heard, instead they are drawn to join gangs. “Farewell youth clubs, hello street life – and gang warfare” (Topping, The Guardian 2011). Their voices are no longer heard and “[w]hen a community collapses, organised crime often fills the void” (Hesketh, UnHerd 2022)
Despite the Conservative government announcing a £4.8 billion Levelling Up Fund in 2020, (gov.uk 2022) this money does not seem to have reached the communities that it was intended to, instead more affluent areas have been receiving monies. (The Guardian 2022) The government choosing instead to help their voters. The Levelling Up Policy has also so far, neglected the genuine issues that people want addressing, Homelessness, Poverty and Crime and instead concentrated on physical infrastructure. 
In April 2022 Mayor of the Liverpool City Region, Steve Rotheram unveiled a radical plan to deliver real levelling up for the region, creating thousands of jobs and improving life chances for its 1.6million residents. 
“For me, true prosperity is about much more traditional measures of economic growth. It means better personal health and wellbeing, proper access to opportunity and well-paid secure work; the chance to live in safe, thriving neighbourhoods; and in a flourishing natural environment”(Rotheram 2022)
[bookmark: _Int_tstVxmao]His plan is due to be completed by 2035, sadly in those 13 years more lives will be lost, and families and communities left devastated. Another approach that Merseyside Police are taking is the introduction of Preventative Policing, which they hope to have operational by early 2023. This initiative sees the force hoping to prevent crime before it occurs and will require a cross community effort, working together to alleviate poverty and crime.
It is ironic that in a week where endless millions were spent on a funeral, there are 1 in 4 children (3.6 million children) living in poverty in the UK. (Loughborough University/End Child Poverty Coalition 2022). Until we as a community and country are able address this issue from even before a child comes into this world, then we are not going to be able to end the continual cycle which not only leads young into gangs, but also end lives and causes such devastation to families and the wider communities. 
[bookmark: _Int_PEd0knXZ][bookmark: _Int_tCutZWPf][bookmark: _Int_m7M04ecc]The time now has come, stop keep talking and researching the why, what, how and when and immediately start to tackle the problem at ground level. As usual the working class and minority sections of the society are the ones that are most affected by the violence and deprivation in their communities, Liverpool along with many other towns and cities, has many lessons to learn if they are going to tackle these issues. 
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