Contemporary Challenges That Impact on Religious Identities for Young Muslims in the UK.

This report will discuss how Islamophobia, Radicalisation, Media representation and Education impact on Religious Identity for Young Muslims in the twenty-first century in the UK. 
Statistics
There are currently 3,372,966 Muslims who reside in private households in the UK. These do not include Muslims who are in prison, students in living accommodation or Muslims who live in care homes.[footnoteRef:1] 47% of Muslims in Britain are born in the UK, the number of Muslims born in the UK rose from 0.7m to 1.3m between 2001 and 2011. Many of the 1.3m British-born Muslims speak English as their first language and are considered 2nd or 3rd generation as many of their parents and grandparents initially migrated to the UK.[footnoteRef:2] Muslims form 4.8% of the population of England and Wales, 75% of these Muslims live in four regions of the UK, 36% live in London, 14% live in the West Midlands, 13% live in the North West and 12% live in Yorkshire and The Humber.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Office for National Statistics, Muslim population in the UK () <https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/muslimpopulationintheuk/> [accessed 16 December 2019].]  [2:  Muslim Council of Britain, nearly half of Muslims in Britain are born in the UK (2019) <https://mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Briefing-13.pdf> [accessed 16 December 2019].]  [3:  Muslim Council of Britain, British Muslims are geographically diverse (2019) <https://mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Briefing-10_FINAL.pdf> [accessed 16 December 2019].] 

Islamophobia
In the Runnymede report Islamophobia: Still a challenge for us all, they define Islamophobia has been,
	“Islamophobia is any distinction, exclusion, or restriction towards, or preference against, Muslims (or those perceived to be Muslims) that has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public life.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Runnymede Trust, Islamophobia: Still a challenge for us all (2019) <https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/Islamophobia%20Report%202018-Executive%20Summary.pdf> [accessed 16 December 2019].] 

The Runnymede Trust recommends that the government should adopt their definition on Islamophobia, and they should also make determined efforts to make policies on Islamophobia that are in line with policies on discrimination. They suggested that not enough data is available on Muslims and other faith groups and that public sectors and employers need to collect more data that represents different ethnic groups other than Pakistani and Bangladeshi. They also recommended that the government need to tackle child poverty, half of the British Muslim population face poverty and deprivation. This impacts on school attainment, higher education and availability of jobs.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Runnymede Trust, Islamophobia: Still a challenge for us all (2019) <https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/Islamophobia%20Report%202018-Executive%20Summary.pdf> [accessed 16 December 2019].] 

 An article in The Guardian newspaper from the 7th September 2017 stated that Islamophobia racism and discrimination was holding back Muslim men and women in the workplace. Only 6% of Muslims have professional jobs compared with 10% of overall population in England and Wales and only 19.8% of Muslims were in full-time employment compared to 34.9% of the overall population. Muslim students faced disadvantages from not having good role models in the classroom and lack of Muslim teachers. Muslims felt they had to work ten times harder than their white counterparts to be taken seriously. Young Muslims felt that discrimination in the labour market and education system were barriers that stood in their way.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Anushka Asthana, 'Islamophobia holding back UK Muslims in workplace, study finds', The Guardian, 7 September 2017, p.1-4.] 

Tell MAMA are an independent non-governmental organisation. They work with police forces across the UK and central Government to raise awareness and issues of anti-Muslim hatred. They provide a means for the Muslim community to report incidents, which are then recorded and analysed, the data they collect is accurate. The victims and witnesses affected by islamophobia and anti-Muslim hatred receive support from Tell MAMA.[footnoteRef:7] Muslim women are subjected to the highest levels of anti-Muslim and Islamophobia hatred as they are more visible and more vulnerable to attack. Out of 925 victims 44% of the victims were wearing a head scarf (hijab).  [7:  Tell MAMA, Our Identities All Matter-Working to Address Anti-Muslim Hatred, Hate Racism, Prejudice and Bigotry (2019) <https://tellmamauk.org/about-us/> [accessed 16 December 2019].] 

Media Representation
Muslims in Britain are concerned for how Islam is portrayed in the media, they believe it has a negative effect on how people perceive their faith and beliefs. Television news is important because it informs its audience quickly and it provides up to date news at it breaks 24 hours a day, yet the news that is shown is nearly always bias and rarely neutral or objective. A report was undertaken while Lebanon and Gaza dominated the television headlines. Muslims were asked what their views were regarding the representation of Muslims in the media. 73% of Muslims from Manchester and 70.4% from Peterborough were more concerned about Islamophobia portrayed in the media than Luton 18.2% and Swansea 31.3%. The same report found that in the age groups ranging from 25-29 (71.6%) and 35-39 (71.1%) held the highest negative views on Islamophobia yet 15-19-year-old held the lowest views at 42.7% they considered the media to be racist rather than Islamophobic.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Saied R. Ameli; Syed Mohammed Marandi; Sameera Ahmed; Seyfeddin Kara; Arzu Merali, British Muslims' Expectations of the Government: The British Media and Muslim Representation: The Ideology of Demonisation (Wembley: Islamic Human Rights Commission, 2007), p. 7-61.] 

A study published by the Muslim Council of Britain which analysed more than 10,000 news articles and broadcasts in the UK in 2018, discovered that far-right leaders and commentators used T.V debate programmes to propagate stereotypes about Islam and Muslims. 59% of all articles analysed associated Muslims with negative behaviour. The study shows that the Mail on Sunday newspaper which featured Islam or Muslims living in the UK, 78% of those stories had negative coverage of the community.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Al Jazeera News, UK media's portrayal of Muslims 'misleading and negative': study (2019) <https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/uk-media-portrayal-muslims-misleading-negative-study-190708104550539.html> [accessed 17 December 2019].] 

A website on Foreign Policy stated yesterday that, the hatred of Muslims is rampant in Britain and the prime minister has contributed to making it socially acceptable along with his party. Johnson when asked about Islamophobia and Bigotry against Muslims in his Conservative Party, he was perceived as dodging and deflecting the accusations. A few Conservative Party officials have recently been suspended over Islamophobic discourse.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  H. A. Hellyer, Islamophobia is Boris Johnsons Problem Now (2019) <https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/12/16/britain-election-conservative-party-islamophobia/> [accessed 17 December 2019].] 

An article in The Independent newspaper stated that British Muslims fear for their future under Boris Johnson’s Conservative Party. Baroness Warsi who is a former Tory co-chair and cabinet minister, said the party “Must start healing its relationship with British Muslims.” Haran Khan, of the Muslim Council of Britain said “Mr Johnson commands a majority, but there is a palpable sense of fear amongst Muslim communities around the country. We understand that the prime minister insists that he is a one-nation Tory. We earnestly hope that is the case and urge him to lead from the centre and engage with all communities.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Jon Sharmon, 'British Muslims 'fear for their future' under Conservatives as Labour's disastrous night blamed on 'poison of anti-Semitism'', The Independent, 13 December 2019,] 

Radicalisation
In recent years and especially since 9/11 and the London bombings on the 7th July 2005 Muslim communities have been under intense examination. MI5 believes that there are over 2000 people who pose a threat to national security and 2000 more that are actively plotting. Some radical groups and movements have been identified, Tablighi Jamaat in the West which uses the Dewsbury Central Mosque as its headquarters, it is a Non-political religious group, which attracts young Muslims who are disillusioned with modern society. Convicted and suspected terrorists in the UK are thought to be members which include Richard Reid and Sabeel Ahmed. Hizb-ut Tahrir (HT) is a religious and political group that claims to deny responsibility and support for violence but believes everyone has the right to self-defence by means of violence. Although there has been no direct connection between HT and violence, the National Union of Students have banned the group from UK university campuses.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Rachel Briggs: Jonathan Birdwell, Radicalisation among Muslims in the UK (Brighton: Microcon, 2009), p. 3-27.] 

The Prevent strategy was introduced in 2003, it had three aims to prevent radicalisation, the first aim was to respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism, the second aim was to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and ensure that they are given appropriate advice and support and the third aim was to work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of radicalisation.[footnoteRef:13] The Prevent policy which had good intentions towards tackling radicalisation and terrorism in the UK also targets Muslims which have no connection or any evidence of  criminal activity. Some Muslim organisations which were funded by the Prevent strategy felt they were been pressured by the police and Prevent officers to divulge specific information about young Muslims who used their services. The Muslim communities felt they were under surveillance with the amount of police officers patrolling the area especially outside the mosques on Friday nights. Many felt uncomfortable been asked to spy on their own Muslim communities. The Prevent strategy produced fear and suspicion in Muslim communities and many Muslims parents when they learned that the services their child was using was funded by the Prevent strategy, they stopped their child using the services.[footnoteRef:14] Although Prevents goal was to work with the Muslim community to try tackle terrorism it has only succeeded in alienating Muslim communities who feel they are been targeted in the hope that it will discourage them from becoming terrorists. People felt that instead of using the word Prevent it should be renamed Engage. More work needs to be done on the way the internet is been used to promote extremism as the internet plays a significant role in radicalising young people.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  Fahid Qurashi, 'The Prevent strategy and the UK 'war on terror': embedding infrastructures of surveillance in Muslim communities', Palgrave Communications, 4.1, (2018), 1-13.]  [14:  Fahid Qurashi, 'The Prevent strategy and the UK 'war on terror': embedding infrastructures of surveillance in Muslim communities', Palgrave Communications, 4.1, (2018), 1-13.]  [15: Imran Awan, 'Muslim communities, conflict and terrorism: a study of Alum Rock', Safer Communities, 11.4, (2012), 195-204.  ] 

Education
Knowledge is important for every Muslim as the Qur’an says,
	“Read! In the name of your Lord who created: He created man from a clinging form. Read! Your Lord is the Most Bountiful One who taught by the pen, who taught man what he did not know. (Surah 96:1-3). To pursuit knowledge is a religious obligation everyone is responsible for acquiring knowledge for themselves. Islam places the responsibility on the parents to educate their child in matters of faith. Teachers are expected to exemplify in their life what they are teaching to others. Teachers should reinforce the values and teachings of Islam and build on what is been taught at home. Muslim children that are taught in state schools can be subject to bullying and non-Muslim teachers can hold stereotypical views in relation to girls which can make the pupils have low expectations of themselves and the way they perform academically. Muslim organisations are encouraging parents to become more involved in their children’s schools.[footnoteRef:16] Muslim pupils in state schools are suffering academically, culturally and linguistically and a high number of Muslim pupils are leaving school with low or no qualifications. Muslims pupils seem to perform better when they are taught in schools with larger populations of Muslims. Many teachers lack enough knowledge and understanding of the multicultural society of the students they are responsible for. Muslim communities believe that co-education is a threat to religious values and family structures. Muslim parents believe that what is taught in state schools and wider society often goes against their values and beliefs. Muslim parents believe that because state schools are taught within a Christian-European tradition that not enough awareness of Islamic history, Muslim identity and values are being taught through education and the curriculum.[footnoteRef:17]  [16:  Sophie Gilliat-Ray, Muslims in Britain: An Introduction (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010), p. 146-156.]  [17: 
] 

Conclusion
This report has shown how contemporary challenges have impacted on religious identities for young Muslims in the UK in the twenty-first century. Using the Runnymede Trust report to define Islamophobia, the Runnymede Trust recommends that the government needs to tackle child poverty as this impact on British Muslims School attainment, Higher education and employment. Tell MOMMA is an important resource for the Muslim community as it works with police forces and central government it gives support to victims of anti-Muslim and Islamophobia hatred it identified that young Muslim women were more vulnerable to attacks. Another challenge that was identified was the media’s representation of Muslims in the UK. Muslims believe that it has a negative effect on how people perceive. The prime minister Boris Johnson has contributed to the hatred of Muslims being rampant in the UK some of his party’s members have recently been suspended and British Muslims fear for their future under the Conservative’s Party. Another challenge that was identified was Radicalisation the Prevent Strategy whose goal was to work with Muslim communities to tackle terrorism instead produced fear and suspicion in Muslim communities alienating young Muslims in the process. The final challenge that was identified was Education many teachers lack enough knowledge and understanding of Multi-Cultural society Muslim children underperform in state schools and not enough is being done to raise awareness of Muslim identity and Islamic values.
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