Essay appraisal 
The essay focuses on the question “How did the media contribute to the growth of a youth culture in the United States during the 1950s?” the author states that television influenced the growth of youth culture, with the help of cinema and music specifically rock and roll which were influenced by television. Sources are used to explain and back up their points, the author mainly uses secondary sources.
The authors main argument is that television was the main contributor to the growth of youth culture, which is sustained throughout the essay. However, it is sometimes difficult for the reader to be certain what argument the author is making. For example it takes them over half of the introduction to make their point on what they are arguing they just give background to the growth of youth culture. This would be good if it was kept more concise and to the point that the author is trying to make. The author mentions that the cinema and music also contributed to youth culture but was due to the influence of television, which links the paragraphs together as they link to the point the author is trying to make meaning that each paragraph is linked to the next. 
The essay is well structured this is because each sentence flows to another making a continuous train of thought come to a natural conclusion. There are a few minor spelling errors such as, “Elvis act” but overall the essay is legible. The introduction is clear to an extent when the author actually gets to the point they are trying to make. The essay has a clear conclusion, as it sums up the points which were made through the essay bringing a definite answer to the question. The essay seems to be proof read effectively as it’s legible and there is only a minor grammatical error. The essay is tidy and set out with a clear structure. 
The author of the essay uses sources to back up their points however the raw data used comes from secondary sources and not the primary source itself. Secondary sources picked out the raw data for a reason to back up their points so therefore may have left vital information out as they only took the data they needed. Therefore the author is not looking at the data in its entirety and cannot compare it to other results in the study as they have not looked at the whole study. The sources used by the author are relevant to the point they are trying to make and back up the points the author is trying to make.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion it is a well-structured essay which has a clear line of argument. There are some points where the author seems to be long-winded but for the most part they are concise. The sources are used well but there are no primary sources used calling into question some of the data used in the essay. Therefore the mark that will be awarded to this essay is 73. 
